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 Many of our ancestors were among the first European settlers in the area we 
know as the State of New Jersey. I have written this because, as I researched our 
ancestors I realized that they came from many different places in Europe and they 
arrived over a spread of three centuries. It got me wondering just how it came to be that 
New Jersey was the magnet that drew together these many people from all over that 
continent, and how, over three hundred years, their separate lives mingled and mingled 
again – an Dutch-born Englishman man marries the daughter of a Spanish-born 
Dutchman who was raised in Morocco and his Berber wife; the son of French refugees 
fleeing the Protestant persecution marries an American-born English woman, the son of 
a Hungarian man and an American-born Slovak woman marries the daughter of a first-
generation Italian man and his Irish-English-Dutch-French wife…see what I mean? 
 The reasons why our ancestors moved to New Jersey are as numerous as they 
are: economics – pushing some out and attracting others in, religious beliefs, armed 
conflicts and wars, allegiance to one’s country of birth and last, but by no means least, 
personal conflicts between obstinate and quarrelsome individuals that resulted in 
relocation of families, most voluntary but there were some who were forced by being 
stigmatized by society or banished by the 
authorities. 
 While each of our ancestors probably 
had more than one reason for moving, and 
those reasons I have described are by no 
means all-encompassing, certain patterns do 
emerge that are particular to an individual’s 
heritage. This heritage as a member of a larger 
community bound together by the 
commonalities of culture, ethnicity, political 
allegiance, or religious beliefs found its 
expression in the birth of an unnamed girl over 
a century ago, in Bordentown, New Jersey. A 
girl who would marry at fifteen years old, the 
son of an Italian-American wop (meaning 
without papers, or a resident that wasn’t a 
naturalized citizen) who celebrated his eleventh 
birthday in nearby Trenton just three weeks 
after her birth. Her name is Dorothy Ruth 
Southard and she is our grandmother. 
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NOTES  ON  DATES 
 
 Many of the older records herein referenced were created during a time when the 

calendar-year, from January 1 to December 31, did not correspond to the legal-year which started 

on March 25th and ended the following March 24th. Records, civil and otherwise, that were 

created between January 1 and March 24th were, of necessity, double-dated thusly 1693/94. 

Dates of this style, if extracted correctly, can be interpreted to indicate, according to our current 

method of dating, that the event occurred during the later year. For example, my brother’s 

January birth date would have been styled “19 January 1954/55” indicating the event occurred on 

the 19th of January in legal-year 1954, calendar-year 1955. This style of dating has often been 

misconstrued by writers who thought a date written in this manner meant 19 January 1954 OR 19 

January 1955. In many such cases an author would mistakenly chose the earlier legal-year with 

the resulting error being carried forward by later writers who relied on the work or works first 

published. This Julian Calendar was in use in certain parts of the world from the 14th century 

until 1752 when the Gregorian Calendar, by order of Pope Gregory, came into widespread use. 

To illustrate how this creates problems, early in my research I happened upon the December 

1695 landing of an ancestor at what would become Elizabeth, NJ. Soon thereafter I uncovered 

another record in which the author stated that this ancestor was married at “Elizabethtowne” in 

January 1695, eleven months before his ship arrived! Further investigation revealed that his 

marriage record gives the date “January 1695/96,” or January 1696 by the current dating method. 

Where I have utilized the dual-dating method as described, it is an attempt to faithfully reproduce 

the record; this may be confusing and where accurate reproduction is not required, events 

occurring during this period are dated according to the calendar-year. i.e. the later year. 

 
*** 

 

NOTES  ON  ANCESTORS 
In the sections dealing with specific areas – towns or townships, I have tried to include 

references to our ancestors that lived there.  
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Preface 

 
 New Jersey. That name brings to mind as many varied emotions and images as there are 
possibilities to do so. Perhaps the fact that I haven’t actually lived in the state for almost 30 years 
makes it more interesting, after all – absence makes the heart grow fonder – doesn’t it? And for 
the amateur historian that I have become (okay, I’ll grant you “semi-professional historian” just 
to keep the roar of protests to a low rumble so I can think clearly) the Garden State has more than 
it’s fair share of history – not all of which had been paved over when I last was there. The site of 
the Battle of Monmouth, Crosswicks Meeting House with the Revolutionary-era cannonballs still 
imbedded in its walls, the Old Barracks, Mahlon Stacy Park, the Trent House, and the Swamp 
Angel. These sites hold a broader interest than merely being a part of the universe making up my 
youth, they join the smaller places – Welsh’s mansion, the Watson House, Bow Hill – and the 
personal ones – the woods across the street, the eggless Easter Egg hunt (admittedly, the “Easter 
painted wooden block hunt” is more difficult to sell) – and my Jersey slowly comes into focus. 
 I don’t mean to wax nostalgic and sound like a Jersey booster on steroids, but you have to 
admit, the place was cool – the boardwalk at the shore, canoeing the Delaware, skiing at Belle 
Mountain, the demolition derby (this is not a reference to the Fitchway, though it could be, I 
guess), horseback riding at Carnie Roses – these things were a big part of my world growing up. 
Cadwalder Park: just saying its name brings to mind so many different memories that it is only 
now I realize what a huge impact that place had on my youth. Take a moment to go back to that 
place with me – sledding down the hills (2 to a sled, 3 if we got to use the “big” one), the tennis 
courts, climbing all over those great cannons, the deer pens, scampering down the “ravine” that 
ran along Parkside Avenue, walking through those big grassy meadows with their statues – I 
wonder who they were? I recall just one – it made me wonder why Washington didn’t use a 
bigger boat when he crossed the Delaware? I can still see him all bundled up for winter, 
commanding the landscape, and the tiniest bow of a boat barely peeking out at the base – how 
did he keep his balance?  I can still see that statue, and so can you, just not in Cadwalder Park; 
Washington sailed his tiny boat down the Delaware and came to rest on the river’s banks in 
downtown. The carnival rides (we’re back to Cadwalder Park) and the monkey house – just what 
did those simians do to rank such great digs? – you wouldn’t recognize the place now. I am sure 
I’m not the only one thankful that someone in a position of authority reached the same 
conclusion I did years ago – and there are no more bears in those awful, awful bear pits. Are 
people really that stupid? Even as a 6-year-old I knew that placing an animal in a cinderblock pit, 
with that rank pool of water at one end, was just plain wrong, and not ‘just-a-little-bit’ wrong – 
really WRONG (which speaks very highly of the values instilled in us by that young age). 
Adding to the bears misery, we’ll top the pit with a grate so all the little kids can actually walk 
right over them! What were they thinking or is granting the ability to think unfounded (well, 
actually, I guess it IS unfounded)? That we’ll somehow believe we are seeing these great beasts 
just as if we were flying over their natural habitat?  We’re not all that stupid, only the ones in 
charge. I do admit my fair share of “let’s try to land this on the bear’s head” and can only say I’m 
glad that future Trentonians will never have that opportunity! 
 Be thankful that Jersey’s appeal reached a very wide audience. In the space of just over 
one-and-a-half centuries, more than 75% of those contributing to our gene pool found it 
appealing, from all over Europe. The remainder, Grandmom Matelena’s side – minus the 1856 
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Irish addition – were Jerseyians or Jerseyites (that’s not settled yet) through and through.  
 Sit back with a frosty glass of birch beer and some Charles’ Chips and enjoy! 


 

CHICKOHACKI, SCHEYECHBI OR TRENTON, NEW JERSEY? 
 

 The Mid-Atlantic States have been inhabited for thousands of years with the vast 
majority of inhabitants remaining a mystery: were the inhabitants over the several millennia all 
part of one ancient family tree; or does the expansion and contraction of populations with the 
passage of time represent the growth of a newly planted tree? Evidence exists to support both 
interpretations and the answer most likely lies somewhere between the two, as neither option 
necessitates the exclusion of the other. In 1609, when the infamous Halve Maen first came 
within site of the indigenous peoples, the tribes of the great Algonquin Nation, numbering some 
forty-five to sixty-five thousand, populated the area. Three tribes, the Minsi, the Lenape and the 
Nanticoke, lived, respectively, from southwest Connecticut to northern Delaware. The Nation is 
sometimes divided in two parts rather than three tribes: a northern section that spoke Munsee and 
a southern section that spoke Unami. Not differing much, in theory, from their European 
counterparts, they differed greatly in reality, from the Dutch, English and Swedish “tribes” that 
invested New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  

North of the Algonquin Nation, the Iroquois League dominated the landscape. The 
aga, Cayuga and Senaca
 and equality. Numbering on
ead their message of unity an
f a thousand warriors or more 
k , the “Great Mohegan River
e northern reaches of wh

Iroquois League was a federation of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onond  
nations formed in 1570 around the concepts of brotherhood, unity ly 
fifteen thousand, the League of the Great Peace felt obliged to spr d 
harmony to those less fortunate around them – spread by armies o
bringing chaos and war. The Iroquois along the Muh-he-kun-ne-tu ” 
posed the greatest threat to the Algonquins as they settled along th at is 
now the Hudson River and inched closer to Algonquin lands. 
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The Lenapi were the dominant tribe of the Algonquin Nation. Their animal mascot o
guardian was the turtle. They were a loose confederation of independent communities living in 
the Delaware River Valley. The Lenapewhittack or Delaware River was their domain; their 
capital or council-fire was at Shakamaxon in what is now Philadelphia. Lenapehoking was what 
they called the place covering the whole of the Delaware River from its headwaters to its outlet 
and what we call New Jersey was Scheyechbi, a reference to the shape of the state, “long lan
water.” On a high bluff overlooking the Delaware was Chickohacki, a village where Trenton i
today. Chickohacki means “tumbling banks” and refe
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rs to the rocks falling from the face of the 
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 they 
he sugar to boil. Then, they migrated back to their 
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d by 
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ch 
less buy or sell it was 
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bluff to the river below.  
  The Lenape were subdivided into many clans with the Sanhicans (as in Sanhican Drive) 
covering the Trenton area. Lenape society was a matrilineal one with all members of a clan being
descendants from a common female ancestor. They were a migrating people. In the spring, they 
planted their gardens in their home villages close to the river where they cultivated corn, squash, 
beans, pumpkin and tobacco. In the summer, they hunted deer, rabbit, quail and pheasant in New
Jersey and traveled to the shores for clams and oysters (and, undoubtedly, vacation). In the fall
they went back to their villages by the river for their harvest. In late fall and early winter they 
migrated to the Pennsylvania forests to hunt again. In February, when the sap began to run,
moved out of the mountains and set up t
villages for spring planting once again. 
 The Lenape were deeply religious and their belief in a Creator and eleven lesser Gods

touched all aspects of t
lives. They believed that all 
things had souls, reflecte
a deep reverence for their 
natural environment and a 
concept that they were only
small part of Nature’s gran
scheme. The concept that a 
person could own land, mu

nonsensical. You can not 
separate yourself from your
surroundings any more than
you can separate your heart
from its surroundings; to do
so would upset nature’s 
balance. The mindset of the 
newcomer could not have 
been more diametrically 
opposed to that of the Native
American. Landownership 
was of prime importance all 
over Europe, as importan
gender. To be born male 
brought with it advantage
that were not available to
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females in all European countries. Yet, even w h those advantages, a man had little say in any 
area of government – unless they owned land. andowners voted; landowners held office; 
landowners made laws; landowners ruled over and sometimes owned the land-less. 

 

ills. TEEDYESCUNK, the 
nsions a great 
allen victim to 

een percent had left the 
to the Ohio Valley or north to mix with the Iroquois. 

eat Lenape tribe moved to New Stockbridge near Oneida 
oved to land they purchased on the banks of the Fox River 
orty members remaining. That year a tribe member was 

 in the state which was quickly settled for $2,000.00. 
ollowing:  

y foot of her soil had been 
 purchase and transfer, a fact that no 

oast.  

 17th 
hole, 

lbion (part) – disputed  

 – 1664:  Royal Province of Albania   

etherland, States General) 

rovince of New Jersey (again) 

79 – 1680:  Royal Dominion of New England and New York (part) – disputed  

80 – 1702:  Proprietary Province of East New Jersey (part, northeastern 1/3) and 
                  Proprietary Province of West New Jersey (part, southwestern 2/3) 

it
L

In 1758, the provincial government of New Jersey purchased 3000 acres in Evesham
Township, Burlington County and set up the Brotherton reservation in an attempt to settle the 
numerous lawsuits being filed by the Lenape. We know it as Indian M
sachem or chief of the Lenape, agreed to settle which helped to ease growing te
deal. By 1765 there were just 60 families living there; over eighty percent had f
syphilis, small pox and other diseases imported from Europe; another fift
area, by force or choice, and headed west in
In 1800 the remnants of the once-gr
Lake in New York. In 1824 the tribe m
in Michigan; by 1832 there were only f
sent to Trenton to file the final native claim
The HONORABLE SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, a distant relative, closed a speech with the f

It was a proud fact in the history of New Jersey, that ever
obtained from the Indians by fair and voluntary
other state of the Union, not even the land which bears the name of Penn, can b

An admirable sentiment, however doubtful it may be. 

 

 

What we know as New Jersey was first described as such in the middle of the
century. Since the commencement of the European onslaught New Jersey has been (in w
in part or in sum) under nineteen different governmental structures: 

1624 – 1638:  New Netherland, Dutch West India Trading Company (part) 

1632 – 1642:  Proprietary Province of New A

1638 – 1655:  New Netherland (part) and 
                 New Sweden (part) 

1655 – 1664:  New Netherland (part) 

1664

1664 – 1665:  Royal Province of New York (part) 

1665 – 1673:  Proprietary Province of New Jersey 

1673 – 1674:  Colony of Achter Coll (part of New N

1674 – 1676:  Proprietary Province of New Jersey (part, northern 2/3) and  
                  Royal Province of New York (part, southern 1/3) 

1676 – 1679:  Proprietary P

16

16
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1702 – 1738:  Royal Province of New Jersey nder Governor of Royal Province of NY) 

r

Jersey (part of the Confederation of the United States) 

t of the Federation of the ed States) 

 

the state, please feel free to skip the next 
ss reading ab

 
l 

n 
tween 1500 B.C.E and 400 C.E. by Phoenician, Egyptian 

 

 

GE 

 

lities of the 
situation is in order. 1653 is a perfect starting point: 
that year marks the “official” founding of the city of 
New York – when the incorporation papers for the city 
of New Amsterdam were filed in the mother country, 

ore New “York” came into existence. Most 
mericans are familiar, to some degree, with the 

nomic powerhouse. That same founding-year saw a 
nds pointing skyward some 12’ high, constructed 

ade along what we call Wall Street. What the Anglophile 
e purpose of the wall was not to keep the Native 

lative peace with their European neighbors for over 
eep the bloody English out! 

(u

1738 – 1776:  Royal Province of New Je

1776 – 1788:  State of New 

1788 – 2009: State of New Jersey (par

If this is as much as you want to know about 
several pages. You’ll not want to mi
New Jersey though so may I suggest you
New Jersey and read about some colorfu

In researching for this book I stum
belief that the eastern seaboard of the con
multiple occasions in antiquity be
and Carthaginian seafarers. 

sey 

 Unit

out some of the more peculiar history of 
pick-up with the section on the Royal Province of 
Governors. 

bled across more than one passing reference to the 
tinent had been visited, if not frequently, at least o

 

NIEUW NEDERLANDS  &  NYA SVERI

 
(or) 

 

NEW NETHERLAND & NEW SWEDEN 
 
 Before tripping off down the typically Anglo-
centric path of the “history” of the area – a history 
which distorts facts, minimizes the multicultural and 
tolerance-minded contributions of the world’s greatest
commercial city of that time – Amsterdam – and 
glorifies the English (all written by English 
“historians” after all) – a look at the rea

well-bef
A

origins of WALL STREET, the global eco
palisade of 18” thick logs with sharpened e
from river bank to river bank, a palis
pseudo-historians neglect to mention is th
Americans out, after all they had lived in re
thirty years by this time – it was built to k
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 The English colonists who founded Virginia and the New England colonies had nothing
to do with the founding of the greatest city in the world – New York. The rigid and dogmat
Puritans and Pilgrims to the north could never have planted the seeds nor nurtured the growth of
the multicultural capital of the New World where, by mid-17th century eighteen languages were 
spoken in a population of just 400 residents! The Puritan form of government was a theocracy b
self-appointed and self-important zealots. It is no coincidence that the world’s 17th century 
economic power-house, Amsterdam, gave birth to New York, the 19th centuries. 
 HENRY HUDSON (1565 – 1611) sailed on his third voyage of discovery as an employe
the Dutch East India Trading Company (Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie, VOC). Hired to 
discover the Northeast Passage around the north of Russia, the 85-foot long Halve Maen left the 
Texel on 6 April 1609 with twenty sailors aboar

 
ic 

 

y 

e of 

d. After a 

. 

nd 
ng 

that 

th merge]. 
he fol y 

 

ult  

e 
 chagrin of 

s unse d n hbors. A society in which one’s place was due to one’s abilities and very little 

captain of the ship Nieu Netherlandt 
which sailed from Holland in March 1
with about thirty families who were 
French-speaking Walloons from the ci
of Avesnes, Valenciennes and Lille in 
Comte de Hainaut and de Flandre in th
southern parts of Belgium (and NOT 
Dutch as is often stated). They landed 
June 1624 on what is now called 

weak attempt to the northeast, HUDSON set off west, his 
true destination all along, to find the Northwest Passage
The tiny vessel anchored off Maine for a week in July to 
makes repairs in Penobscot Bay. He sailed south a
arrived at Chesapeake Bay on the 18th of August. Turni
around he sailed into the future Delaware Bay later 
month but left as the river to the north was not the 
Northwest Passage. Sailing up the Jersey coast he came to 
what he thought was the confluence of three great rivers on 
September 2nd [he was sailing through water where the Raritan Bay on the west, the Lower New 
York Bay to the north, the Rockaway Inlet to the east and Sandy Hook Bay on the sou
T lowing day Hudson set foot on the North American continent for the first time, at Sand
Hook, New Jersey. There he planted the Dutch flag and claimed all land between the Zuydt 
(South) and the Verse (Fresh) Riviers naming it NEW NETHERLAND. For our purposes the 
province lay between the Delaware and Connecticut Rivers and encompassed New Jersey, New
York parts of Connecticut and Massachusetts.  
 While the Northwest Passage remained trapped in ice, a much greater reward awaited the 
directors of the soon-to-be-organized Dutch West India Trading Company (Geoctroyeerde 
Westindische Compagnie, WIC). HUDSON’S claim for the colony of NEW NETHERLAND res ed
in the founding of a city of such diversity, tolerance and vibrancy that could have only been 
realized under the authority of a government that had thrown off the yoke of Royalty – a tru
Republic – the first European state that did not have a King at its helm – much to the
it ttle eig
based to one’s parentage.  

 Another figure of note was 
CORNELIUS JACOBSZ MEY. He was the 

624 

ties 
the 
e 

in 
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Governor’s Island and the Dutch territory became a province. MEY gave his surname to that 
beautiful Victorian town at the southern tip 
of the state, and the neighboring bay: Cape 
May. MEY served as the first of seven 
Directors-General of New Netherlands in 
1624 and 1625. That list is completed by 
WILLEM VERHULST (1625-26), PETER 
MINUIT (1626-32), SEBASTIAEN JANSEN 
KROL(1632-33), WOUTER VAN TWILLER 
(1633-38), WILLEM KIEFT (1638-47) and 
PETER STUYVESANT (1647-64). 
 

 NYA SVERIGE (The Rise of New 

Sweden): The Dutch colony – a wholly-
owned property of the Dutch West India 
Company – was (poorly) administered by 
series of Director-Generals. PETER MINUIT

(1589 – 1638) served as the third Director
General of New Netherlands (1626 – 
1632). In the region of the Delaware B
Dutch attempts to settle there were met with
repeated disasters: Eight Belgian Wallo
who sailed on MEY’S Nieu Netherlandt i
1624 settled Fort Nassau which was near the 
present town of Gloucester, New Jersey. B
1631 none of the original colonists could be found; the fort was inhabited by Native Americ
a new fort w

a 
 

-

ay, 
 

ons 
n 

y 
ans; 

 built and all of the settlers were massacred during a feud with a local tribe.  
 

r 
 

t 

as
 In 1637, Swedish, Dutch and German stockholders formed the New Sweden Company to
trade for furs and tobacco in North America. Under the command of PETER MINUIT, the 
company’s first expedition sailed from Stockholm flying the blue and yellow flag of the young 
QUEEN CHRISTINA late in 1637 in two ships, Kalmar Nyckel and Fogel Grip, arriving in 
Delaware Bay in March 1638. With his intricate knowledge of the South River (Swenskes Revie
and/or Nya Sweriges Rivier), MINUIT founded the colony of NYA SVERIGE (NEW SWEDEN) which
extended from Wilmington, Delaware to Trenton, New Jersey mostly occupying the unclaimed 
western shores in what is now Pennsylvania but, in reality, included large swaths of New Jersey 
left untenanted and unfortified for decades by the Dutch. Hence we have the origins of Sveaborg, 

or Swedesboro, and Nya Stockholm, now Bridgeport, in 
NJ and Swedes Landing, DE. “Old Swede’s Church” is 
another remembrance found in three cities – Philadelphia 
(Gloria Dei Episcopal Church, 916 South Swanson 
Street), Wilmington, Delaware (Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church at 7th & Church Street) and Swedesboro, New 
Jersey (Holy Trinity Episcopal Church at Church Stree
and King’s Highway).  
 NEW SWEDEN lasted for seventeen years coming 
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to a not-so-quiet end in the summer of 1655. Twelve more Swedish expeditions left the 
homeland for NEW SWEDEN. A total of eleven vessels and some 600 Swedes and Finns reache
their destination. The Finns brought with them a knack for clearing wooded areas and cultivating
the land and their log cabins. The third governor of the colony, PETER HOLLANDER RIDDER, 
purchased land from the natives between Trenton and Morrisville, PA. It didn’t really come to an 
end as New Netherland’s STUYVESANT permitted the

d 
 

 colonists to continue as a “Swedish Nation” 

 

 

 
een 

e 

at 

ise 
N e in September 1664 not with the roar of cannons and 

ffices in the 
2 

ew Netherland, Curaçao, Bonaire, and Aruba; the arbitrary rule 
er offenses against the inhabitants of 

the 
ts knees. Ninety-three of the cities 

 

f 
mmander of the four English gunships and four 

e 
of the citizens to be trampled; continuing peace under a 

in the colony as a Company fief – and that 
TUYVESANT did in September of that year.  

 our familiar place names and words belie the Dutch origins of this country: 

 BROOKLYN – from Breuckelen;  

and be governed by a court of their choosing, be free to practice their religion, organize their 
own militia, retain their land holdings and continue trading with the native people. This 
independent “Swedish Nation” continued until 1681 when WILLIAM PENN received his charter 
for Pennsylvania and “the three lower counties” or Delaware. The six governors of NEW SWEDEN

were: PETER MINUIT (1638), MÅNS NILSSON KLING (1638-1640), PETER HOLLANDER RIDDER 
(1640-1643), JOHAN BJÖRNSSON PRINTZ (1643-1653), his son JOHAN PAPEGOJA (1653-1654) and
lastly, JOHAN CLASSON RISINGH (1654-1655). 

 Existing treaties of alliance meant the fall of NEW SWEDEN was answered by aggressive 
acts of their allies. On 15 September 1655 while STUYVESANT was dismantling Swedish forts in 
the south, a multi-tribal force of six hundred Swedish allies – all part-and-parcel of the rights 
granted for mutual defense – attacked New Amsterdam with simultaneous attacks on Staten
Island and in the north of Manhattan; the fact that the warriors were from distant tribes has b
overlooked for the most part with “historians” lumping together all Native Americans as on
homogenous group rather than correctly identifying the players on the stage of a geopolitical 
system that was as complicated, and probably much more complicated, than that of Europe and 
one that was certainly much, much older. The fact that these allies were able to retaliate over th
distance in less than 48 hours speaks well of the high degree that communications had been 
developed as well as excellent planning strategies.  

  Less than a decade after STUYVESANT put an end to NEW SWEDEN, England did likew
to EW NETHERLAND. The Dutch end cam
the sounds of war but with the voice of the people and what a disgruntled voice it was. Years of 
mismanagement by the West India Company directors safely lodged in their plush o
Netherlands; unanswered petitions for military reinforcements from PETER STUYVESANT (c159
– 1672), Director-General of N
by decree by “peg-leg” STUYVESANT – these and many oth
the colony, now numbering some ten thousand including the fifteen hundred in the city led to 
quiet revolt that brought the global West India Company to i
leading citizens – including GRIETJE REYNIERS and her husband ANTHONY “THE TURK” JANSEN

VAN SALEE – put their signatures to the petition urging STUYVESANT to accept the terms o
surrender offered by RICHARD NICOLLS, co
hundred and fifty men backed up by another thousand English patriots on the shoreline of 
Brooklyn. Though presented as a “Petition” this document stood as more of a Directive – the 
people told STUYVESANT and the Company what they were to do; no longer would there be rul
by one man; no longer were the rights 
different government was preferable to war to mainta
is what S

 Many of
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 CONE  Konynen Eylant. 
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 VAN DER DONCK 

N JANSEN, our notorious 
sidents of New 

t koeckjes or COOKIES. 
, 

 And finally, 

our ea

ed 
 

9) who had granted 
NEW ALBION to SIR EDMUND LBION covered the states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Ma 1  near mutiny. 

  
nd 
r. 

IA 

d 

Y ISLAND – named for it’s abundant cuniculus population
TATEN ISLAND – from Staten Eylandt named in honor of the States General of the United 

Provinces of Holland;  
 The BRONX – from plantation-owner JONAS BRONCK;  
 YONKERS – from “Jonkers” the nickname given by residents to ADRIEN

from Breda, the first educated lawyer in the colony;  
 HARLEM – from the city of Haarlem (and possible birthplace of JA

seafaring ancestor of the high seas and father of one of the first re
Amsterdam as well as Brooklyn).  

 Without the Dutch we would be eating biscuits all these years and no
 CAPE MAY was named by the Dutch captain (and first Director-general of New Netherlands

1624 – 1625) CORNELIUS JACOBSZ MEY (he named the southern cape of the bay Cape 
Cornelius but it didn’t stick).  

 Sinterklass became SANTA CLAUS.  

    

  

 

NEW ALBION & ALBANIA    1664 – 1680 
 At Westminster on the 12th of March in 1664 KING CHARLES II did “give and grant unto 
 d rest brother JAMES, Duke of York” all of the English-held lands in America north of 

Virginia. This grant cam with strings attached – you see, in March 1664 the land he bestowed 
included, among other places, the whole of NEW NETHERLAND. Now that tract wasn’t his to give 
– in fact it wasn’t English (as the name indicates). It belonged to the States General of the Unit
Provinces, or, more correctly, to the Dutch West India Company. But CHARLES was only
following in the footsteps of his namesake and father, CHARLES I (1600 – 164

 PLOWDEN in 1632. NEW A
ryland but efforts to settle the territory in 642 ended in

FIRST String: the Duke had to actually be in possession of the lands. After the bloodless
coup already mentioned, NEW NETHERLAND became the PROVINCE OF NEW YORK and the la
between the Hudson and Delaware Rivers became ALBANIA, all with the Duke as proprieto

 Like his Royal brother, JAMES also liked to give things away he didn’t yet own and just 
two months after coming into theoretical possession of this huge land grant, he released ALBAN

(and changed the name) to two very well-connected guys, much to his later regret… 
 SECOND String: payment of forty beaver skins upon demand per year (easier to manage 

yet possibly useful in the future: I didn’t get my skins, the land is forfeited). 
 THIRD String: Ultimately this was the most important condition as it allowed for excuses 

and opportunities for almost four decades, long after BERKELEY & CARTERET exited the stage, 
for the Duke, later King, to try and regain the income generated by the province. This concerne
the right to govern: Could a seated monarch convey the right to govern by indenture or deed? 
Did CHARLES II convey the right to govern to the Duke of York? Could a seated monarch 
convey a future monarch’s right to govern to someone else? In other words:  

 13



 

Did the colonies belong to the Kingdom or the King? 

 The first European settlers in what becam  New Jersey were the 
Dutch i
southern. A
Admiral 
Admira
of Strat
GEORGE C
clerk. JAM

from this 
to the m It 
would b e 
second d got 
Surinam
Moluccas.
 ose 
willing to some 
favor on e 23rd 
of June

THE D   

T  

of good and lawful money of  of York in 
hand paid b aling and 

delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof the said James Duke  doth 
eby acknowledge, and thereof doth acquit and discharge the said John Lord Berkley 

e presents hath granted, bargained, sold, 
releas o the said John Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, 
 he  that tract of land adjacent to New England, and lying 

 and Manhitas Island and bounded on the 
east part by the main sea, and part by Hudson’s river, and hath upon the west Delaware 

b  
mouth f 

the said bay or river of Delaware, which is forty‐one degrees and forty minutes of latitude, 
and crosseth over thence in a strait line   Hudson’s river in forty‐one degrees of 

e
n the northern sections and the Finns and the Swedes in the 

s for the English, JAMES had been appointed Lord High 
by CHARLES II. He was assisted in this office by the Board of 

lty of which JOHN LORD BERKELEY (1602 – August 28, 1678), 
ton and Admiral SIR WILLIAM PENN were commissioners, SIR 

ARTERET (1599/1610 - 1679) treasurer and SAMUEL PEPYS 
ES was also the Duke of Albany, and, with a sigh of relief 

Jersey boy, the decision to honor JAMES, Duke of Albany, fell 
ain town in the confiscated patroonship of Renssalearwyck in upstate New York. 
e three years before the Treaty of Breda (not the first 1650 Treaty of Breda, but th
1667 Treaty of Breda) was signed in which England got North America and Hollan
 in South America and the “island of Poleron, one of the Banda group near the 

” (Never heard of the place) 
To make a profit, the Duke offered sections of his yet-to-be-acquired colonies to th

take the risk of investing in this foreign land. A pair of investors looked with 
a particular tract of land and, as shown above, a one-year lease was signed on th

 1664 and the Duke signed a release in favor of the pair on the following day.  
  

UKE OF YORK’S RELEASE TO JOHN LORD BERKELEY & SIR GEORGE CARTERET

 

HIS INDENTURE made the four and twentieth day of June, in the sixteenth year of the
reign of our sovereign Lord, Charles the Second, by the grace of God of England, 

Scotland, France and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith, &c., Annoq. Domini, 1664. 
Between His Royal Highness, James Duke of York, and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High 
Admiral of England, and Ireland, Constable of Dover Castle, Lord Warden of the Cinque 

ports, and Governor of Portsmouth, of the one part: John Lord Berkeley, Baron of 
Stratton, and one of His Majesty’s most Honourable Privy Council, and Sir, George 
Carteret of Saltrum, in the County of Devon, Knight and one of His Majesty’s most 

Honourable Privy Council of the other part: … Now this Indenture witnesseth, that his 
said Royal Highness James Duke of York, for and in consideration of a competent sum 

 England to his said Royal Highness James Duke
y the said John Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, before the se

 of York,
her

and Sir George Carteret forever by thes
ed and confirmed, … unt

their irs and assigns for ever, all
and being to the westward of Long Island,

ay or river, and extendeth southward to the main ocean as far as Cape May at the
 of the Delaware bay; and to the northward as far as the northermost branch o

to
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latitud  New 
es  first

 

the Uni
 

n 

ean 

e; which said tract of land is hereafter to be called by the name or names of
erea or New Jersey: …for the term of one whole year to commence from theCa  

day of May last past, before the date thereof, under the rent of a pepper corn, payable 
as therein is mentioned as by the said deed more plainly may appear: …and that they … 
shall and will well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the said James Duke of York, 

…, the said yearly rent of twenty nobles at such time and place, and in such manner and 
form as before in these presents is expressed and delivered. In witness whereof the 

parties aforesaid to these presents have interchangeably set their hands and seals, the 
day and year first above written.            

                                                             James 

 

Sign’d, seal’d and deliver’d in the presence of 

 WILLIAM COVENRYE, 

   THOMAS HEYWOOD 

 

 

 

 

BERKELEY & CARTERET ‐ THE LORD PROPRIETORS 

  WHO WERE THESE MEN THAT CAME TO CONTROL THE DESTINY OF NEW JERSEY? 

 The DECARTERET family was the noble ruling family on the Isle of Jersey, one of the 
Channel Islands located just off the coast of France. Perhaps known best for its bovine 
population, the Jersey cow is probably the most identifiable Jersey commodity, making the tiny
outcropping of rock similar to its sister island, Guernsey famed for its Guernsey cows. The 
Channel Islands have alternated between British and French rule as the fortunes of each have 
ebbed and flowed. Under the British flag in the 17th century, the DECARTERET family offered 
protection and shelter to the dislodged STUART monarchy during the English Civil War. They 
were rewarded for their royalist support during the reign of CHARLES I which culminated in his 
beheading in 1649. The following eleven-year republic under CROMWELL had CHARLES II 
spending much of this period as a guest at The Hague. With the restoration of C II, the 
DECARTERET’S were well-rewarded. 
 And, what of this massive land grant? How did it come to pass that the colony of NEW 

NETHERLAND was even available to be granted by the English? Troubles between England and 
ted Provinces of the Netherlands had festered for years. The Dutch empire was coveted 

by all and, while it may come as a surprise, the concept of a global economy was well-known in
the 17th century. The major difference then was the concept that such a global economy ought to 
be under the control of a single entity! England had bracketed the Dutch colony with New 
England to the north and the Virginia colony to the south. In the twenty-year period beginning 
around 1640, it became apparent to shrewd businessman that the lynchpin to the North America
continent laid between these two in the future Mid-Atlantic States. The plan for English 
ownership of this global economy started around 1660 with the first objective being the capture 
of the Dutch slave ports of West Africa, followed by capture of the Dutch ports in the Caribb
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as well as North and South America. 
The United Colonies of New England, the collective name of the four colonies: 

Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, New Haven and Connecticut; had maintained an uneasy peace 
with NEW NETHERLAND for many years. Only two, Massachusetts and Plymouth, were chartere
by the King of England but that changed when CHARLES II issued a charter to JOHN WINTHROP, 
the Governor of Connecticut. In one of the King’s les

d 

s well-thought-out acts, this charter granted 

al 

 at 

 

 

he 
thus created the fourth level of rule) to the Lord 

roprietors (BERKELEY & CARTERET,  Lord Proprietors of the Carolina 
Colony as well) who remained in Lon , the Lord Proprietors appointed (A) 
the ov he bidding 
of t ful 
read st how 
the rant of 
or d n 
New 07 – 
168 ile 
the se 
app did 
not been, 
indeed, transferred to the Lords Proprietor. The Governor of New York had to be specifically 

all lands south of the Massachusetts Bay colony and north of the Virginia colony, and extending 
west to the Pacific ocean (though no one knew exactly what that extent was!) to WINTHROP. 
Alarmed at the extent, as well as the thoughtlessness, of the grant, the King’s brother, JAMES, 
Duke of York, seized upon the idea of a Royal Charter of his own which would supersede 
WINTHROP’S. Lost in this transaction is the demise of the New Haven colony which is why the 
State of New Haven never existed; Massachusetts annexed Plymouth Colony in 1691. 

JAMES commissioned RICHARD NICOLLS to govern his territory and NICOLLS set sail in 
May 1664 aboard the Guinea with three other gun ships in tow and a total of four hundred and 
fifty men. The ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION were signed by NICOLLS and STUYVESANT, and NEW 

NETHERLAND was consigned to history without firing a single shot. The ARTICLES were liber
and granted the inhabitants many of the rights embodied by the United States BILL OF RIGHTS 
which made the NEW NETHERLANDERS ask (of themselves and of STUYVESANT) “Why fight?” 
At 8:00 am, Monday, the 8th of September 1664, STUYVESANT in full military regalia, marched
the head of the military procession as it left Fort Amsterdam for the last time. The Dutch never 
left in fact, the terms of the changeover being quite favorable and their ruler being an ocean 
away. Today, obvious remnants of the Dutch persist to be found in Cole slaw and cookies, and 
not to forget, Sinterklass. Not-so-obvious remnants also exist and are only coming to light now 
with scholarly interest in the Dutch colony, and others such as New Sweden, taking flight in the 
recent decades. Remnants found in the “melting pot” concept fostered in New Amsterdam, the
guarantee of religious liberty found in the ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION and many other decidedly 
non-English, non-Puritantical enlightened concepts. 

 We now enter a period of time where “rule” can only be described as labyrinthine. While 
reserving it to a later section of this book for a fuller description, a brief one is in order here. The 
initial ruling set-up was: the ruling monarch of England at the pinnacle (CHARLES II) followed by
his brother, JAMES, the Duke of York; who made RICHARD NICOLLS his governor for the 
Province of New York which included all of New Jersey at first, neglecting to inform him of t
ersey grant; JAMES conveyed his interest (and J

P  who were, incidentally
don; to enact their rule

G ernor or (B) the “Co-Governors,” each having a co-equal authority and doing t
he one who appointed them, but subject to the approval of the monarch. Just as a care
ing of the grant makes no mention of division of lands it also makes no mention of ju
province is to be governed, or by whom, only that it IS to be governed. NICOLLS, igno
eliberately ignoring the BERKELEY & CARTERET grant, issued several patents for tracts i
 Jersey which created much trouble for years to come. Our ancestor JAMES GROVER (16

5) received one of the NICOLL’S patents in 1665 in Middletown, Monmouth County. Wh
King’s patent to his brother is specific in the transfer of the right to govern, no such clau
ears in the Duke’s patent to BERKELEY & CARTERET. However since the Duke’s patent 
 reserve the right to govern to the Duke either, logic dictated that the right to govern had 
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 (  November 1672) that he did not possess authority to govern in Albania, henceforth New
Jersey, not even those sections whose patens originated with his office.  The Duke, who was 
required to govern, took no steps to set up an administration to replace that exercised by New 
York. Given these facts, the only possible conclusion is that the Lords Proprietors were suppo
to govern. Throw in such legal questions as “Who retains the right to rule when the Duke of 
York is at odds with the King?” and “Can the right of the King 

e e else?” and (ignoring pesky things like the rights of provincial citizens to appoint or 
elect their own rulers) the result is a big mess. 
 

Life in the Provinces 

0 February 1665 the Lords Proprietor issued the following proclamatio On 1

Concessions and agreements of the Lord Proprietors of New Jersey to and with 
all and every one of the adventurers and all such as shall settle and plant there: 

That no person qualified as aforesaid within the said Province at any time shall be 
anyways molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question, for any difference in 
opinion or practice in matters of religious concernment, who does not actually 
disturb the civil peace of the said Province; but that all and every such person and 
persons may, from time to time, and at all times, freely and fully have and enjoy his 
and their judgments and consciences in matters of religion throughout the said 
Province.  

 However, this extent of this toleration was limited, or perhaps the comprehension of the 
phrase “molested, punished, disquieted, or c

ct e in matters of religious concernment” was beyond their faculty of comprehension, as the 
Lord Proprietors had already granted much of the governing authority to (A) their appointed 
Governor, (B) to local town councils and (C) to the ASSEMBLY OF TH

posed of (shock-of-shock) landholding free, white m
s of religion, the ASSEMBLY was authorized by the Lords Proprie

necessary, and to provide for their maintenance, establishing a 
pseudo-state religion while town councils often went further, such as in Newark where only me
that were members of the “Congregational churches” were allowed to vote, to be elected or 
appointed to any government office, to serve as a military officer or to be a judge. 

  
 By 1667 there were six settlements in the eastern part of the province: (1) the only one to

have been settled by the Dutch was Bergen in 1661; (2) the first settlement that was w
English was Elizabeth-Towne whose patent was granted by RICHARD NICOLLS, Governor of 
New York on 1 December 1664. Comprising about half-a-million acres, E-Towne covered ALL 
of Union County and parts of Morris and Somerset Counties!!! When PHILIP CARTERET arrived 
in August 1665 there were only four families here! Town lots were sold for £4 apiece; home lots 
were six acres with second and third lots being larger. February 1666, sixty-five lot owners took 
the oath of allegiance to CHARLES II and the proprietors. E-Towne served as the provincial 
capital of New Jersey and East New Jersey until 1686. (3) Became known as Monmouth County
and is detailed later; (4) Woodbridge (from the southern half of the Elizabeth Towne patent) 
(5) Piscataway (from 1/9 of the Woodbridge patent) were founded in 1666 and (6) Newark trac
was purchased from Native tribes in 1667. 

 Four counties were set off in East Jersey in November 167
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Bergen, (2) Essex around Elizabeth Towne and Newark, (3) Middlesex around Woodbridge and 
Piscataway and (4) 
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his has never been proven factual. When Jersey fell to the 
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Monmouth around Middleton and Shrewsbury. 

JOHN BERKELEY, 1ST BARON BERKELEY OF STRATTON 

 LORD JOHN BERKELEY (1602 – 28 August 1678) was the fifth and youngest son of SIR

MAURICE BERKELEY an
he commanded the army against the Scots in 1639. He becam
of KING CHARLES I’s forces in Devon. He assisted the King
and participated in the exile of the royal family in 1652, w
Duke of York's establishment, having the manageme
expenditures. On 19 May 1658 he was raised to the pe
Brussels while in exile, becoming the first Baron Berke
of Stamford at Stratton fifteen years earlier. Upon the
of the Privy Council, was appointed Lord President of Conn
member of the Board of Admiralty that assisted the Lord
the conduct of naval affairs. Towards the close of 1669 h
Ireland for two years.  He died 26 August 1678. His three so
each succeeded him in turn as Baron, after which th
BERKELEY, was Governor of Virginia. The intimate relations existing between BERKELEY and 
KING CHARLES and the Duke of York fully account for the granting to him an interest in New 
Jersey, as well as in Carolina, which he had previously received.  
 

SIR GEORGE CARTERET, KNIGHT AND BARONET 

 SIR GEORGE (1599 – 14 January 1680) descends from a family with French roots that 
governed the Isle of Jersey, virtually uninterrupted in the DECARTERET male line from 931 until 
1715 C.E. W

overnor of Exeter and General 
is 1647 flight to the Isle of W
e was placed at the head of the
 Duke's receipts and 

KING CHARLES II, ruling from 

n in 1660 he became a member 
ht for life, and appointed a 
dmiral, JAMES, Duke of York, in
ppointed Lord Lieutenant of 
CHARLES, JOHN

through a female line.  
 SIR PHILIPPE/PHILIP DECARTERET, was Seigneur, or 
ruler, of Jersey when his daughter ELIZABETH married her 
cousin GEORGE CARTERET (he dropped the De-) in 1640. 
SIR GEORGE CARTERET was born in 1599 to HELIER 

DECARTERET of Saint Ouen on Jersey. He was made 
Comptroller of the Navy in 1639 under CHARLES I. In 
1650 CHARLES II granted a tract in the new world to 
CARTERET, slated to be named New Jersey. This tract was 
off the Virginia colony coast but, as the tract was never 
populated, one of the “conditions” attached to the grant, 
the grant lapsed. That same year CHARLES II created him a 
knight and baronet for his services which included 
providing refuge in ELIZABETH Castle for the beleaguered King in 1646 and 1649. During his
first Jersey sanctuary, the sixteen-year old CHARLES II is thought to have had his first mistres
MARGUERITE DECARTERET, though t

An oft-repeated mistake has S
George Carteret married to 
Lady Elizabeth Stuart or 
Stewart, the daughter of King 
Charles I and Henrietta Marie; 
for all but the last two days of 

ir 

 
1640 Lady Elizabeth Stuart 
was four years old. Lady Stuart
was born on 29 December 
1635 at the Saint James’ Palace 
in London. 

Parliamentarian forces in 1651, GEORGE joined the Royalist exiles in France and even held a 
command in the French Navy. At the Restoration he, like BERKELEY, was appointed to the Priv
Council. He was made Vice-Chamberlain to the King. In 1663 he became one of the Proprieto
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of the Carolina’s. In 1666 he was appointed to the post of Vice-Treasureship in Ireland. In 1673 
he was appointed Treasurer of the Admiralty where he certainly mixed yet again with BERKELEY 
and JAMES. 
 There is much confusion regarding the CARTERET family as it pertains to East Jersey. 

s position. Add to 
this the confusion that results when the same family owns and governs Jersey, the Province of 
New Jersey and the Province of East Jersey and the facts become very cloudy.  
 SIR GEORGE wasted no time to establish his rule of the Province. Without BERKELEY’S 
knowledge or approval, the ship Philip, with CAPTAIN PHILIP DECARTERET,  Seigneur de La 
Hougue (1639-1682) at the helm and some thirty-odd passengers, set sail from the Isle of Jersey 
in April 1665. This CAPTAIN PHILIP has been described as a fourth-cousin of SIR GEORGE. He 
was the son of HELIER DECARTERET, Seigneur de La Hougue (died 1668) and RACHEL LACLOCHE; 
and it is to him the title of first GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY belongs. SIR GEORGE, the Lord 
Proprietor, is incorrectly listed as “the first Governor” in such eminent sources as Encyclopedia 
Americana. And the surname is correctly given as DECARTERET; CARTERET was adopted by SIR 

GEORGE DECARTERET around 1640. 
 The Philip dropped anchor in New York Bay on 29 July 1665 whereupon CAPTAIN PHILIP 
DECARTERET assumed his position as the first Royal Governor of New Jersey. Elizabeth Towne 
was founded immediately, parceled out among the passengers and declared to be the provincial 
capital. The capital was named to honor the LADY ELIZABETH DECARTERET (1620 – 1697), wife of 
SIR GEORGE [and daughter of PHILIPPE DECARTERET II (1584 – 1643)] rather than the future-wife of 
Governor PHILIP. Barring an extreme degree of forethought, this is can not be as PHILIP married 
ELIZABETH SMITH in 1681, sixteen years after the founding of Elizabeth Towne! 

e inquiring minds, yes, S G  C TERET and L E ZAB TH 

Much of this is due to writers not making the proper designations or making the wrong 
assumptions: SIR GEORGE CARTERET was the Lord Proprietor, not the Governor. The Governor 
was appointed by the Lord Proprietor (in this case) to govern for the Lord Proprietor. SIR 
GEORGE CARTERET appoints CAPTAIN PHILIP DECARTERET to the Governor’

 And for thos IR EORGE AR ADY LI E

DECARTERET were cousins – SIR GEORGE was the son of ELIAS DECARTERET (1585 – 1640). ELIAS 

was the younger brother of the above-named PHILIPPE DECARTERET II, both being sons of PHILIPPE 

DECARTERET I (1552 – 1594). Therefore husband and wife were first cousins. 
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 Among the passengers of the ship Philip IE T
parties to the first marriage in New Jersey. Occurring on 18 February 1666 in “Elizabeth Towne” 
this event is recorded, not in the records of New Jersey but in those of New York as the former had 
yet to HAVE reco moved to 
Staaten Eylandt, possibly the 1661 hich is recalled today by Old 
Town or its later (1670) English neighbor,  ANIEL & MARIE, our 8th-great-

 Refugees Francaise a la Nouvelle York (French 
h t ) 

 PERRI

gies 

r a

 
 we find DANIEL PERRIN and MAR HOREL, 

rds! (DANIEL is allegedly found in the painting above). They soon 
Dutch town of Oude Dorp w

Nieuwe Dorp.  In 1903 D
grandparents, were memorialized in the Eglise des
Episcopal Church; now the Frenc  Church du Sain  Esprit, 111 East 60th Street, New York City
with an inscribed tablet: 

Ile De Jersey - 1665 - Nova Caesarea 
Pur honorer la Memorire de 

Daniel N 
Et de Marie THOREL, son epouse 

Refu
Pour motif de Conscience 
Ma ies a Eliz bethtowne 

le 18 Fevrier 1666 
Certains De Leurs Descendants 
Ont place ici cette inscription 

A.D. 1903 
 

 The name CARTERET lives on in the town of Carteret in northern New Jersey and, a
resident of Trenton remembers, Carteret Arms (333 West State Street) a “luxury” fifteen
apartment building erected in 1959 on the former site of the Carteret Club. 
 

s any 
-story 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO KING CHARLES THE SECOND 
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You doe Sweare upon the holy Evangelist Contained in  
this book to bare true faith and Alegeance to our Sovereraine 

Lord King Charles the Second and his Lawfull Successors 
and to be true and Faithfull to the Lords Proprietors and 
their successors and the Government of this Province of 
New Jersey as Long as you shall Continue a Freeholder 

and an Inhabitant under the Same without any Equivocation 
or mentall Reservation whatsoever and so help you God. 

Names of the Inhabitants of Midleton upon Navesink that doe Subscribe to the Oath of Alegeance 
to the King and Fidelitie to the Lords Proprietors Beginning the 27th day of February 1667/68: 

James Grover (our ancestor)  John Bowne 

 


GOVERNORS 1664 – 1680 
 

1: Royal Governor of New York (1664 – 1665)   
 RICHARD NICOLLS      September 1664 – August 1665 

2: Governor under the Lords Proprietors (1665 – 1673) 
 PHILIP DECARTERET      August 1665 – August 1673 
 DISPUTED: JAMES CARTERET    March 1672 – August 1673 
 JOHN BERRY (Acting Governor)   June 1672 – August 1673  

3: Governors of New Netherland (1673 – 1674) 
 ANTHONY COLVE      August 1673 – December 1673  
 JORIS ANDRINGA      December 1673 – February 1674  

4: Governor of the reconve
 

 

yed New Jersey (1674 – 1680) 
PHILIP DECARTERET      February 1674 –  December 1680 

  
A Commission was appointed by the Lord Proprietors to assist the Governor in enforcing 

laws, collecting rents, etc. Upon arrival the Governor called for twelve men chosen by the 
inhabitants to meet and assist in the developing the regulations that created the General 
Assembly of New Jersey. The first General Assembly was held in May 1668; this was 
supplanted by the Board of Proprietors of East New Jersey in August 1684 and the Council of
West New Jersey Proprietors in February 1687. 
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THE END (OR DOUBLING) OF NEW JERSEY 

 The quality, size, location and strategic importance of the province, in relation to those 
same qualities of the whole of the Duke’s territory, had been underestimated. RICHARD NICOLLS, 

ET 
 Duke) a fortune as the 

posed to pay “quit-rents” for their land to the 
unt to 

 
ow 

JOHANNIS VISHER. The settlement of the border question, which was not 

Governor of New York until 1668, informs the Duke that his grant to BERKELEY & CARTER

cost him (meaning, first and foremost, the Governor and secondarily, the
territory was (1) vast, (2) the most fertile in the area, (3) split the Duke’s holdings into two non-
contiguous sections and (4) included most of the coastline. Thus began the sometimes 
questionable methods by which both Governor and Duke tried to regain as much as possible. 
Why all the fuss? Because the inhabitants were sup
provincial Governor (which one?) or the Duke’s authorized agent. Quit-rents could amo
some serious pocket change but the settlers often did not pay them to anyone – why? The settlers
claimed, with a degree of correctness and a greater degree as astuteness, that they did not kn
who to pay quit-rents to!  

 What does one do when the border, as found in the deed, does not correspond to the land 
itself? The northern provincial border was “ …  the northernmost branch of the said bay or river of 

Delaware, which is forty‐one degrees and forty minutes of latitude …” Unfortunately, there IS no 
branch of the river at that point. The wording was based on the inaccurate 1654 map of Dutch 
cartographer NICOLAS 
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in Jersey’s favor, was by a Royal Commission in 1769. The border was slightly modified by a 
joint State Commission in 1896! Another way to reduce the size of the grant was by keeping 
Staten Island with New York. In the grant, the eastern border of New Jersey was the Hudson 
River. Debate raged: “Are the Arthur Kill (aka Staten Island Sound) and the Kill Van Kull part o
the Hudson River or not?” Not so much for the Island, but so Jersey could have a coveted Por
Entry – and the fees that go with it. First, the NJ Province was carved out of the pre-existing NY
Province. Second, a river may have more than a single outlet and all outlets are considered part 
of the river. Third, a river or outlet to the sea could have but one official Port of Entry. So, to 
have Perth Amboy declared a Port of Entry, the Kills could NOT be the river – oh – and the 
Island is in East Jersey as a side-effect. 
 Some say “So what? This occurred centuries ago” and they are right; so did the

f 
t of 

 

 border 

id 

 
lt; 

es, 
a 

became crown properties belonging to the king to do with as he liked. 

fit 
oth 

for EDWARD BYLLYNGE.” The former got one-tenth and “a 

 
t. 

dispute between Delaware and New Jersey and, as you have read, that is still very much alive!  

ACHTER KOLL: DOUBLE DUTCH 

 The proprietorship was in turmoil when the Third Anglo-Dutch War returned New 
Netherland to Dutch control on 9 August 1673 (what a GREAT day!). The Province of New 
Jersey became ACHTER KOLL (Back Bay). ANTHONY COLVE was the first appointed Dutch 
Governor of NEW NETHERLAND. COLVE was appointed by Dutch Naval officers and replaced 
when the States General appointed JORIS ANDRINGA in December.  
 Once in possession, the States General remembered the troublesome colony and sa
“Thanks, but no thanks” in February 1674. At first, everything returned to that of the pre-August 
1673 period, however, this brief Dutch interlude afforded JAMES the leverage he desired to 
regain control of Jersey.  

SINTERKLASS AND THE GIFTS HE BROUGHT that year were so wildly out-of-proportion with 
anything the Dutch specifically DID; it could only be seen as Divine Providence (by the Duke)
or Divine Retribution (by the proprietors). The Dutch had almost nothing to do with the resu
the same thing would’ve occurred if the conquering force was a band of enraged pygmies.  

 FIRST: English law stipulates that when a territory is lost, all grants, indentures, conveyanc
orders, etc appertaining to that territory are no longer valid or enforceable. British Americ

 SECOND: the Treaty of Westminster, signed 19 February 1674, turned over conquered 
territory to the King specifically rather than the former land holder.  

This seemingly minor Dutch resurgence could quickly be beneficial beyond its due, but a bene
for only those who were capable to grasp the situation and had the standing to exploit it. B
Lord Proprietors acted but in very different ways. 

 Less than a decade after the Jersey partnership was formed it became clearly an 
unworkable proposition – BERKELEY was ready to cash out as his finances were hit hard by the 
recent war. CARTERET wasn’t. A preliminary agreement allowed BERKELEY to sell his half-
interest in New Jersey on 18 March 1674 (a month after the return of English rule) for ₤1000.00 
to “JOHN FENWICK, in trust 
considerable sum of money” reported in some places as ₤900 or nine-tenths of the purchase price 
and BYLLYNGE got the remaining nine-tenths. Possibly aware of the Dutch benefits to be had by
the Duke but not yet actualized, a motivating factor may have been the loss of his investmen
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 “CARTERET’S NEW JERSEY” was the result of the clever Lord Proprietor CARTERET. He 
smartly obtains a letter directly from the King on 13 June 1674 commanding all inhabitants “to
yield obedience to the Laws and Government, which are or shall be there established by the
SIR GEORGE CARTERET.” CHARLES II then goes and issues a patent to the Duke of York on 29 
June 1674 which re-conveyed the whole territory of the 1664 patent. How this second patent 
impacted the King’s letter to CARTERET of two weeks earlier vexed all parties for many years. 
On 29 July the Duke follows with his own grant to CARTERET only.  This is not a duplicate of his 
June 1664 one to BERKELEY & CARTERET. This grant is only for approximately the northern
thirds of the territory covered in the first grant; the southern border was an east-west line drawn 
between Barnegat Creek and “Rankokus Kill.” The southern one-third of the earlier province
simply remained part of the Province of New York, a division in effect for two years. 

 The Royal families attempt to capitalize on the effects of the Dutch reoccupation can be 
found in the Duke of York’s appointment of SIR EDMUND ANDROS to the position of Royal 
Governor of New York in July 1674. The actual attempt was not in the appointment itself, but 
the deliberately vague instructions given ANDROS regarding the relationship between the two 
provinces. He arrived from England in October when the English frigates Diamond and Castle 
anchored in New York harbor with the supposition that only New York existed, and that territory 
included all of New Jersey. Arguing against this supposition was the presence of New Jersey 
PHILIP DECARTERET returning to the Province on the same ship. In fact, they carried both 
Governors – ANDROS & DECARTERET. ANDROS assumed his position in November and 
immediately claimed authority over the whole of the New Jersey Province, not just the southern
one-third (to which he could claim authority). Depending on the needs and whims of JAMES, 
ANDROS has some success but is ultimately defeated (repeatedly). 

 JOHN FENWICK, one of BERKELEY’S successors in West Jersey sailed from England in 
July 1675. Anchoring the Griffith on the 4th of October near the mouth

 
 said 

 two-

 

in 

 

 of the Salem River, 
ENWIC

 

n 

 

rd 

F K establishes the town of Salem in “Fenwick’s Colony.” To do so he had to appoint 
surveyors, tax-collectors, etc. This “attempt to govern” without authority caused FENWICK to be
hauled before the New York court, twice and finds himself in prison, twice. He died in 1682; 
Fenwick’s Colony is reunited with West Jersey as the major portion of “Salem’s Tenth.”  
 
 The inequality in what seemed to be a division of the province to BYLLYNGE and his 
associates precipitated the recall of CARTERET’S July 1674 patent. (Remember, at the conclusio
of the Third Anglo-Dutch War, the province no longer existed and any actions concerning it 
were only theoretical acts, not real ones) A new patent executed on 1 July 1676 embodies the 
division of the original province using “Keith’s line.” The Quintipartite Deed is the legal 
document giving force to the division and is considered one of the most significant records of 
New Jersey.  This division yields a Province of West New Jersey coming out on top in land 
(4,595 to 2,981 square miles) and a Province of East New Jersey heavily favored in commerce. 
Remnants of Keith’s Line are evident today – the boundary between Ocean and Burlington 
Counties is Province Line Road which falls directly on the Line. Lawrence’s Line surpassed that
of Keith some years later.  

 The running of a proprietary province involved the assistance, or hindrance, of a board or 
council of proprietors, a provincial legislature, and, on the other side of the pond, a royal boa
or commission appointed to protect royal interests and insure compliance with English law. 
 Each member of the Council or Board of Proprietors had to own an adequate share in the 
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Province before allowed to be a member. What was an adequate share? That depended on which
side of Keith’s Line you resided. East Jersey had a relatively easy method for that calculation. 
SIR GEORGE CARTERET (the younger), son of the disown

 

ed JAMES CARTERET became Lord 
 

 

 

, these 

hat 
 

st 
ard of Proprietors had broad powers of government, 

giving a 

nd sold as well but 
e 

en he l h the 

’s system g ligibi

hich was wholly undeveloped, m ch eas

 limits of 
 

y but the necessity of 
pping this out never came to b The scouts re

 
n) to 

th, 
by 

nth. 
tended from Oldman’s Creek to Fenwick’s Colony and appears to not have 

Proprietor upon the death of his grandfather, SIR GEORGE CARTERET (the elder). [The proprietary
share in the Carolina Colony went to a grandson: GEORGE CARTERET, 1ST

 BARON CARTERET 
(1667/9 – 1695) the son of SIR PHILIP CARTERET (1641 – 1672) who died when the ship Prince 
Royal sank at the naval Battle of Solebay during the Third Anglo-Dutch War. SIR PHILIP was the
eldest son of the Lord Proprietor SIR GEORGE, the elder. Small wonder many historians are 
confused as to the correct identities of the various CARTERET clan members – George and Philip
name a majority of the CARTERET males!) The widow of the senior SIR GEORGE, ELIZABETH, 
LADY PROPRIETOR OF EAST JERSEY, decided to sell East Jersey. She hoped to realize ₤5000 but 
accepted ₤3400 from a group of twelve investors in February 1682. By August of that year
would-be proprietors, sans Lord, had secured a dozen more investors and elected one of their 
number, ROBERT BARCLAY, to the Governorship. BARCLAY replaced PHILIP DECARTERET who 
holds the distinction of being the first Governor of New Jersey as well as the longest to hold t
title – from August 1665 to August 1682. In March 1683 a new patent from the Duke conveyed East
Jersey to the Twenty-Four Proprietors. Two years later a 14-member Council of Proprietors of Ea
Jersey established. This forerunner of the Bo
collected quit-rents and had many other rights and responsibilities. In 1686 Perth Amboy replaces 
Elizabeth as the provincial capital. The twenty-four proprietary shares are then quartered 
total of ninety-six “full-quarter shares,” which constituted an adequate share became the 
minimum amount to own to be eligible to vote. Smaller shares are bought a
without attendant voting privileges. Table 1, at the end of this book, contains the list of th
original Twenty-Four Proprietors. The Board of Proprietors of East Jersey was the oldest 
corporation in the state wh it was disincorporated in 1998. When dissolved t and whic
Board still head title to was sold to the state’s Green Acres program. 

 West Jersey for determinin  e lity to its proprietary board was a bit more 
convoluted. A system was developed by which it was hoped to make the sale of shares in the 
province, w u ier back in settled and civilized England. In 
this system, the whole of the West Jersey Province would be divided into one hundred 
“proprieties” or share which was roughly equivalent to 20,000 acres. Buying a share was 
followed by purchase of the land from the Native Americans. Once done, the job of surveying 

ence. Ten proprieties were grouped together into a “Tenth.” Investors the land could comm
owned shares which specified the number of shares owned and in what Tenth in the province. 
Each share sold for about £350. A scouting party sent by the Proprietors established the
the first four Tenths, each point being the spot where a named creek flowed into the Delaware
River. Each Tenth extended from the River to the Atlantic coast in theor
ma e. turned to England to extol the benefits of each 
Tenth and gather the investors required. A group of investors would pool their money and 
purchase a whole Tenth when possible – several from Yorkshire did just that and purchased the
First Tenth on 10 October 1677. It extended from Assunpink Creek (now in Trento
Rancocas Creek in Burlington and became known as the Yorkshire Tenth. The Second Ten
starting at Rancocas Creek and ending at Timber Creek was purchased on 10 September 1677 
a London group and is, likewise, called the London Tenth. The Third Tenth from Timber 
Creek to Oldman’s Creek was bought on 27 September 1677 and was called the Irish Te
The Fourth Tenth ex
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had an alternate name. The four Tenths mentioned were supplemented by the designation “the 
lower s  Tenth 
and perhaps more but it was never clearly demarcated. 

-

 

 held hundreds of “true one-hundredth shares.”  
This method, as you can see, grew extremely cumbersome in a very short while. 

king 
a d nd sh r 
and  in fa  o
Yorkshire ; the 
Gloucester County ds referencing 
these Tenths continued for ove
 The Duke, who at the ti ed all rights in that province 
to Berkeley’s successors. Table of West New Jersey 
Proprietors from 1688 to 1696. W ore, the West Jersey Board 

ix Tenths” which encompassed the area on the banks of the Delaware and Salem’s

 The proprieties in turn were subdivided in what appears to be a random manner – a one-
seventh share and a one-thirty-second share are two noteworthy fractions. Sevenths because one-
seventh of a “true one-hundredth share” could be sold for £50 each; thirty-seconds because one
thirty-second of a “true one-hundredth share” was the smallest investment one could make that 
came with voting privileges. But every other possibility existed which resulted in insanely long,
fractionated descriptions of shares – such as: one-third of the one-fourteenth of a true one-
hundredth share! This created the possibility of over three-thousand proprietors however the 
actual number was much less as most proprietors
 
Especially since one person may own several shares, each with a convoluted description, ma

etermination of the required one-thirty-seco are fo voting quite tedious. After a decade 
 a half the system of Tenths was abandoned vor of ne establishing counties. The 

& London Tenths became Burlington County Irish & Fourth Tenths became 
, and Salem’s Tenth became Salem County. However dee

r a century. 
me was in exile in Scotland, convey
 2 lists the members of the Council 

hile the East Jersey Board is no m
of Proprietors remains an active corporation, headquartered in Burlington. 

 The royal concerns governing the provinces as shown in the listings that follow. 

ULINGR  MONARCH  YEARS   RULING MONARCH  YEARS   

 

0 

IGN PLANTATIONS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL (1621 – 1660): 

ouncil which directed British colonial administration.  

TATIONS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL (1660 – 1674): separated 
2 - merged w/Council on Trade. Abolished 1674.  

ANTATIONS (1675 – 1696): back in the Privy Council to 
 colonial governments and the Crown.  

ANTATIONS (1696 – 1782): to supervise colonial affairs and 
he same; functioned outside of Privy Council. Disallowed 
 were in conflict with imperial trade policies. 

is relevant today, how? Today’s BOARD OF TRADE of the 
ency. As such the BOARD has a lot of clout; it created the 

 the White Star Line, built the “unsinkable” R.M.S. Titanic. 
rnment agencies function, or malfunction, the world over; the U.S. doesn’t have a 

CHARLES I   1625 – 1649  WILLEM III   1694 – 1702
[Commonwealth]  1649 – 1660  ANNE II   1702 – 1714 
CHARLES II   1660 – 1685  GEORGE I   1714 – 1727 
JAMES II   1685 – 1688   GEORGE II   1727 -  1760 
MARY II and WILLEM III 1688 – 1694  GEORGE III   1760 – 182

COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND FORE

This committee advised the Privy C

COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN PLAN

trade issues from colonial ones. 167

LORDS OF TRADE AND FOREIGN PL

create stronger ties between the

BOARD OF TRADE AND FOREIGN PL

to thwart Parliaments attempt to do t
laws that decreased revenues as they

 And all of this information 
Privy Council is still a regulatory ag
construction mandates under which
(Gove
monopoly on that!).  
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GOVERNORS OF EAST NEW JERSEY AND WEST NEW JERSEY 1680 - 1702 

 There were four governors appointed or elected by their respective Proprietary Board or 
Council for each province covering the twenty-two years following 1680. Beginning in 1692, th
West Jersey Council and the East Jersey Board worked together to have one person hold both 
governorships. This was sensible as the division of the province had only to do with dividing the 
tract between two proprietors and not with any disagreement betw

e 

een inhabitants. In 1688 and 
1689, g
appoint  York, 
which w
 
          EA  

ubernatorial power was disputed when JAMES tried to regain power through the 
ment of EDMUND ANDROS as Governor of the Dominion of New England and New
as created specifically for that purpose. 

ST NEW JERSEY GOVERNORS          1680 – 1692 WEST NEW JERSEY GOVERNORS  

  PH 0 – 1687 
  RO 7 – 1692  

ERSEY  1692 – 1702

ILIP CARTERET  1680 – 1682          EDWARD BYLLYNGE     168
BERT BARCLAY  1682 – 1690          DANIEL COXE               168

GOVERNORS OF EAST AND WEST NEW J  

 single 

ANDREW HAMILTON  1692 – 1697 
JEREMIAH BASSE        1697 – 1699 
ANDREW HAMILTON   1699 – 1702 

 
 JAMES failure to gain the provinces followed closely by the Glorious Revolution meant that 
New Jersey would remain two Proprietary Provinces. That is, until 1702 when it became a
Royal Province under QUEEN ANNE.  
 An ongoing and interesting dispute of boundaries between the states of New Jersey and 
Delaware continues to f ission the lare with the New Jersey legislature threatening to re-comm
battleship U.S.S. New e last five years!  Jersey against Delaware’s National Guard unit within th
Due to the text of the deed granted to WILLIAM PENN by the Duke of York on 24 August 1682, 
all the Delaware River within the “Twelve-mile arc” from New Castle in Delaware, extending to 
the low-tide mark on the east (New Jersey) side, is within the state o ware. New Jerseyf Dela  
Senate President (2009) RICHARD 
CODEY (D-Essex) put it succinctly 
"We'll kick their ass. We have the 
Battleship New Jersey trained on 
them right now." (The photo of the 
famed battleship does no w the t sho
guns firing on Delaware but it 
could, when one considers that 
both shores of part of this body of 
water are within Delaware’s 
boundaries!) New Jersey v. 
Delaware promises to continue to 
haunt the hallowed halls of the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
future as it has in the past! 
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ROYAL PROVINCE OF NEW JERSEY 

  
surrender their right to g
they fought against a 
provinces as their atte
govern to the Crown [ s 
far as the land was co

 H.M. hath b
legally execu
right of her C
give directio
desirous to s

pleased to constitute a Governour or Governours of the same Provinces 
with

ted 
nted 

 

ce had 

776

Difficulties in governing came to a head and both groups of proprietors began attempts to
overn soon after the ascension of Willem & Mary (which is exactly what 

couple of years earlier!). The Glorious Revolution wasn’t glorious for the 
mpts to surrender took fourteen years to complete! Conveying the right to 
H.M. or Her Majesty] by deed on 15 April 1702, they retained all rights a
ncerned (exactly what JAMES tried to do!). 

een advised that they [the proprietors] have no right nor can 
te any of the said powers, but that it belongeth to H.M. in 
rown to constitute Governours of the said Provinces, and to 

ns for governing of the inhabitants; and the Proprietors, being 
ubmit themselves to H.M., are willing to surrender all their 

pretences to the said powers of government, to the intent H.M. may be 

 such powers etc. as H.M. shall think fit.  

 To clear up a mistake commonly found in print: there was never a “Royal Governor of 
New York and New Jersey.” There was a Royal Governor of New York who was also appoin
the Royal Governor of New Jersey. The first to hold both posts was LORD CORNBURY, appoi
to the New York post by WILLEM III in 1701 and to the New Jersey post by ANNE in 1702. The 
Jersey post was, perhaps, the least desired (the annual £1200 salary in the 1770s was the lowest)
while that of New York greatly desired and more lucrative (1771 annual salary of £2400 
including perquisites). While many in New Jersey grumbled, the truth was that the provin
governors with much greater qualifications being appointed.  

ROYAL GOVERNORS OF NEW JERSEY 1703 – 1   

EW JERSEY 1738 - 1776 

     1738 – 1746  

     1746 – 1747  

     1747 

      1747 – 1757  

 POWNALL      1757 [LIEUT. GOV.] 

     1757 – 1758  

EWIS MORRIS 

ILLIAM COSB

JOHN ANDERSON  1736  

OHN HAMILTON  1736 – 1738   WILLIAM FRANKLIN      1763 – 1776  

 Governing was delegated to two bodies that were often in oppositio
presentatives 
rs may help to 

explain

ALSO GOVERNORS OF NEW YORK 1703 – 1738 GOVERNORS OF N

EDWARD HYDE   1703 – 1708  LEWIS MORRIS  

JOHN LOVELACE   1708 – 1709  JOHN HAMILTON 

RICHARD INGOLDESBY  1709 – 1710  JOHN READING  

ROBERT HUNTER  1710 – 1720  JONATHON BELCHER

WILLIAM BURNET  1720 – 1728  THOMAS

JOHN MONTGOMERIE  1728 – 1731  JOHN READING  

L   1731 – 1732  FRANCIS BERNARD      1758 – 1760  

W Y  1732 – 1736  THOMAS BOONE      1760 – 1761  

 JOSIAH HARDY       1761 – 1763  

J

 

n: the governor and 
his 12-member council (appointed by the crown) and the 24-member House of Re
(seated by residents voting). A brief look at the first and last of the Royal Governo

 two reasons behind the Revolution not often found in history books: 
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EDWARD HYDE, VISCOUNT CO

 

e 

 of 

lly as 

 
e (his 

manner of dress was N

or two years. He fled to 
ngland in 1782. After 
strious father on just 
tempts to mend the 

 father-son relationship. 
atriot father. 

 –  

te for the first Royal Governor        

    and a bastard for the last! 

 

RNBURY, ROYAL GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY (1702-1708) 

ather Henry was brother to James II’s first wife Anne
ard (1661 – 1723) had financial problems and was 
ernor of New York in 1701 by Willem III. He opened th
ork Assembly clad as shown. When questioned, he 

ery stupid people not to see the propriety
is place and occasion, I represent a woman (the 
d in all respects I ought to represent her as faithfu
ides – the Queen’s gowns are fabulous!). Anne 
him governor of New Jersey in 1702. In 1708 the New
mbly sent a list of grievances to the Board of Trad

OT one of them), and petitioned for his removal which was 
effected that December. 

 
WILLIAM FRANKLIN, ROYAL GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY (1763-1776) 

Illegitimate son of Benjamin Franklin. William (1731 – 1813) allegedly flew the kite 
made famous by Ben’s electric discovery of 1752. William was perhaps the most 
successful and well-liked governor of the state.  He ignored the hated Stamp Act 
of1765 but alienated the colonists when he acted illegally in refusing to forward the 
1775 Assembly’s statement of grievances to George III following the punitive actions 
taken as a result of the Boston Tea Party. That the Assembly circumvented the 
Governor and sent their statement to the colony’s London representative only 
aggravated William more; that the representative was none other than his father 
Benjamin became the definitive start of a rift that was never 
healed – between loyalist and patriot, between father and son. 

Edward’s f
Hyde. Edw
named gov
1702 New Y
replied, "You are all v
it all. In th
Queen), an
I can." (Bes
appointed 
Jersey asse

He was arrested by the Provincial Congress of New Jersey in 
1776 and imprisoned in Connecticut f
English-held New York City and sailed to E
the outbreak of hostilities, he saw his illu
one more occasion in 1785, despite his at
damage the Revolution wrought on this
He was basically disowned by his über-p

Small wonder the colonists wanted independence

                   a transvesti

 
 

Perhaps the REVOLUTIONARY WAR will be more interesting considering that some of our direct 
ancestors – in the GROVER, TAYLOR and LAWRENCE families – actually participated in it –  

  And on BOTH sides!

But first, a look at one (and only one) of the Governors of the State of New Jersey: 



 

THE HONORABLE SAMUEL LEWIS SOUTHARD,  
Governor of New Jersey  (1832 – 1833) 

 Yes, SAMUEL LEWIS SOUTHARD IS a relative, albeit, a distant 
one. SAMUE es-removed,” a degree of L

affinity that, to my

8th-great-grandfather) 

 is our “third-cousin-seven-tim
 knowledge, has never been included in any legal 

 
– and the progenitor of two known SOUTHARD 

AND 

ANNICA’S youngest son ISAAC (born ~1675) is the patriarch of a northern New Jersey SOUTHARD 
line, the one SAM here come first-cousins amongst 
themselves, and their children are second-cousins, and their children are third-cousins…got that? 
In the case of SAM here, the th-great-grandfather) and 
SAMUE

, just as the 
umber of individuals found in a single generation increase exponentially as you go back in time, 
e., 2 parents, 4 grandparents, 8 great-grandparents, … , 2,048 9th great-grandparents (which is 

11 generatio e number of descendants increases exponentially for each generation too, 
stimated that THOMAS and ANNICA SOUTHARD have had approximately 2.5 – 3.0 

million descendants through all the generations to ours; about 1,500 of this number are found in 
our specific SO ation. 

SAMUEL was born 9 June 1787 to HENRY SOUTHARD and his wife SARAH LEWIS near 
asking Ridge, New Jersey. The LEWIS family 
ame from Glamorgen, Wales around 1700. 
he SOUTHARD family is of English origins 
ut they fled to Leyden, Holland to escape 
ligious persecution around 1610 before 
nding in Hempstead on Long Island. 

W in early 
nia. 

r 
ILBERT ARROW ENELOPE 

EBECCA SWITHIN (married Saint George’s-
-the-East Anglican Church, Whitechapel, 

London, 19 June 1784). The family moved to 
Virginia circa 1786. GILBERT is found associated with the Fredericksburg Academy in 1792; his 
obituary is in the Virginia Herald on 16 July 1802).  SAMUEL died 26 June 1842 in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia and was buried in the Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 

definition of the term “heirs-at-law!” We have to go back through 11 
generations before arriving at the common ancestor of the Governor 
and us – that being the very first SOUTHARD (among our ancestors) that 
traveled to the new world: THOMAS SOUTHARD. THOMAS, our 9th-great-
grandfather, was born around 1610 in Leyden, Holland; moved to 
Hempstead on Long Island around 1640; married ANNICA JANSEN 
around 1645-50 and, as far as is known, had nine children. Their 
second son JOHN (born ~1663) is thought to be our direct ancestor (our

lines of southern New Jersey – ABEL and CALEB. THOMAS 

s from. The children of these brothers are 

 third-cousins were ABEL SOUTHARD (our 7
L himself. The “seven-times-removed” is the number of generations between us and 

SAMUEL. Technically, we are related (as is everybody else on the face of this planet as most 
religions would have it) but when you are discussing this number of generations
n
i.

ns back), th
such that, it is e

UTHARD line gener

 
B
c
T
b
re
la
SAMUEL married REBECCA HARRO

June 1812 in Fredericksburg, Virgi
REBECCA may have been born in London; he

 H  and Pparents were G
R
in
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REBECCA lived with her daughter VIRGINIA in New York City 
until her deat re on the first of January in 1863. She was 

inity Cemetery in northern 
Manhattan (c tly not able to identify vault location). 

INIA, HENRY, 
; of which only three 

 
le but by the legislature, and served a one year term. 

He had no veto and limited powers of appointment. He served 
as commander-in-chief of the militia a

This first Constitution granted the right to vote to women and blacks and the Legislature 
ich 

h the
buried in a private vault in Tr

urren

 They had seven children JOHN, VIRG

SAMUEL, JR., MARY, SARAH and ANN

lived to adulthood. 

 
  The New Jersey Constitution of 1776 made the 
governor a creature of the legislature. He was elected not by
the peop

nd ran the state courts. 

corrected these deficiencies with the adoption of the second state Constitution in 1844 in wh
the Governor is elected by the people and “the people” is now restricted to white, males only. In 
this post, and others, SOUTHARD was honored in many ways; his posts and some honors were: 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT (1816 – 1820) 
 

UNITED STATES SENATOR (1821 – 1823) 
 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY (1823 – 1829) 
th ongress had his name engraved on the dry dock steps at the new 

C on, Massachusetts; dedicated on 10 July 1827. 

 

D 

 Clemson-class Destroyer 
 Launched 31 March 1919  
 Decommissioned 5 December 1945. 

 

 

The 19  United States C
onstitution Wharf in East Bost

 

 

     U.S.S. 

 SOUTHAR
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SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY (1825) 
 

SECRETARY OF WAR (1828) 
 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, NEW JERSEY (1829 – 1832) 
 

GOVERNOR, NEW JERSEY (1832 – 1833) 

  During his illustrious 
appointment to the Governor’s 
post, from which he resigned 
after what must have been an 
exhausting three whole months, 

‘em, one te
Chancery and had but one 

fficial message to the 
Legislature.
return to the
Senator. 

 SOUTHARD 

(In downtown Trenton) 

The “GOVE t for the New Jersey Railroad; 
delivered on 24 March 1854. On 9 March 1857 the engineer failed to notice that the bridge over 

e Hackensack River was up and he ran it right off the bridge. No one was killed and injuries 
ere few and slight; the locomotive fared worse: as it was hoisted from 27 feet of water, the 

hain sna d the locomotive was, again sunk to river’s bottom. A second attempt was met 

UNITED STATES SENATOR (1833 – 1842)

  

he presided over one, count 
rm of the Court of 

o
 He left the post to 
 United States 

STREET  

RNOR SOUTHARD” was a 22-ton locomotive buil

th
w
c pped an

s.  with succes

 
 

CHAIRMAN, UNIT RS (1833 – 1837)ED STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAI  

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE (1841 – 1842)
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SAMUEL was not the only family member interested to politics: his father  
HEN from 1801 to 1821 and his brother  
ISA T

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Me  

 

 

 

 

              

 

         

 
RY SOUTHARD was United States Representative 

AC SOU HARD was United States Representative from 1831 to 1833. 

CONGRESSIONAL CEMETERY, 
WASHINGTON, D.C.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

morial marker and Grave marker for                     
2 of SAMUEL’S children that are buried with him. 

 

Memorial marker for JOHN SOUTHARD; he is 
not buried in this plot but is memorialized 
there. He is buried in the First Presbyterian 
Churchyard, Trenton, NJ. 

 

Grave marker for SARAH SOUTHARD who is 
buried in this plot.



 

NEW J RDS)ERSEY FIRSTS (OR THI  
 
 
 

ny Mounta st

1st brew n
VIL is born near Leeds Point in the Pine Barrens 
stitutio fi rights to blacks and women 

 briefly se s
n briefly ser th

 3 e 
ey is the 1  t

if ts for blacks and women gone 
b

 Corners  t ILLIAM HENRY JOHNSON) born 
  - 1st b a ld built; followed by: 

usement v  City 
he 1st U. . town

enton – 1st professional basketball game played. 
st U.S.S. New Jers tleship (Virginia-class) commissioned 

OVERNOR WOODROW WILSON is elected President of the U.S. 
white race” 

1927  The Holland Tunnel opens 
1933  The 1st drive-in movie theater in the U.S. opens in Camden 

 home in New Jersey 
 body electric guitar invented by LES PAUL  

1943  2  U.S.S. New Jersey b missioned 
1951  The New Jersey Turnpi
1963  Haddonfield - TOM SIM owboard 
1978   NJ scientists win Nobe lion yr old Big Bang. 
2005  

Year Event 
1640 Kittatin ins – 1  copper mine in America opened 
1642 Hoboken – ery i  America opened (not surprising) 
1735 JERSEY DE

st te Con1776 1  Sta n rati ed, grants voting 
1783 Princeton rves a  the nation's capital 
1784 Trento ves as e nation's capital 
1787 New Jersey is the rd stat to ratify the U.S. Constitution 
1790  New Jers st state o sign the Bill of Rights 
1844 2nd State Constitut

Hoboken – 1st orga
ion rat ied, voting righ

1846  nized aseball game played  
1857 Liberty   - Zip he Pinhead (W
1870  Atlantic City oardw lk in the wor
1882  The 1st am  pier o er the ocean is built in Atlantic
1883  Roselle is t S  to be lighted by electricity 
1896 Tr
1906 1
1912  New Jersey G

ey bat

1921  The 1st Miss America Pageant is held; Rule 7 “must be of 

1935  Scientist ALBERT EINSTEIN establishes his
1940 Mahwah – 1st solid

nd attleship (Iowa-class) com
ke opens 
S creates prototype of the sn
l Prize, find proof of 13.7 bil

 Beluga whale swims up  and SURVIVES!  
2006 LUCY THE ELEPHANT in Margate: 1st time
2007  GOVERNOR CORZINE signs bill to elimina
2008  

 Delaware River to Trenton
 struck by lightning, recovers. 
te the death penalty.  

 New Jersey has more millionaire residents than any other state (!!!)  
 

Lest you think that New Je  I have 2 words for you:  rsey lacks culture,

“The Boss” 
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Besides that New Jersey icon, the state has been the birth place 
of many accomplished vocal talents including: 

 
 

NAME B.Yr. Birth Place & Notes 
Will d Bank, NJ iam "Count" Basie 1906 Re
Frank Sinatra 1915 Hoboken, NJ 
Sara wark, NJ h Vaughan 1924 Ne
Angelo Badalamenti 1937 Lincoln Park, NJ 
Frankie Valli 1937 Newark, NJ; Born Francis Castellucio 
Connie Francis 1938 Newark, NJ; Born Concetta Rosemarie Franconero
Ricky Nelson 1940 Teaneck, NJ 
Dionne Warwick 1940 East Orange, NJ 
Paul Simon 1942 Newark, NJ 
Marilyn McCoo 1943 Jersey City, NJ; Fifth Dimension 
Gary Wright 1943 Cresskill, NJ; Dreamweaver 
Debra Harry (Blondie) 1945 Hawthorne, NJ; moved from FL @ 3 months 
Donald Fagen 1948 Passaic, NJ; One half of Steely Dan 
Bruce Springsteen 1949 Freehold, NJ 
Mary Chapin Carpenter 1958 Princeton, NJ 
Ice-T 1958 Newark, NJ; Born Tracy Marrow 
Jon Bon Jovi 1962 Sayreville, NJ 
Whitney Houston 1963 Newark, NJ 
Queen Latifah 1970 Newark, NJ; Born Dana Owens 
Jonas Brothers 
   Kevin 
   Joe 
   Nick 

 
1987 
1989 
1992 

Wyckoff, NJ                         Ask your kids. 

 
Hmmmm…I don’t see Trenton anywhere in the above list. 
 
 

And now, the story you have wanted to read for years:  

The Life & Times of  

Zip,  
the Pinhead 
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ZIP THE PINHEAD  
(I am not making this stuff up!) 

 
WARNING: PLEASE READ BEFORE CONTINUING ON – MAY CAUSE BRAIN ROT. 

“ZIP THE PINHEAD” IS NOT THE SAME AS THE ILLUSTRATED CHARACTER “ZIPPY THE PINHEAD” 

THIS IS A STORY OF A REAL PERSON – A VERY NON-PC STORY… 
THE STORY OF A “FREAK SHOW” PERFORMER THAT IS AS ODD AS  WELL  EW ERSEY  

ONE WHO MADE A DEFINITE CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE GARDEN STATE. 
 

, , N J ;  

es no 

y, I 

! 

. Agents from mburgh's Circus in Somerville, New 

Jersey noticed his tapering cranium and heavy jaw.  to 

believe that h e medical 

e 

nry appears to not have been 

menta had 

led young William Henry's agent to show his e 

right to display Johnson from the circus and g e to 

fit, and his hair was shaped to a tiny point that further accented his sloping brow. Finally, he 

was given the name, "Zip the Pinhead," the "W

Please note that the following is taken ver batim from 4 different websites; the author tak
responsibility in the off-color (no pun intended) writing and includes it solely as an example of 
yet another Jersey oddity. In the retelling of these unique manifestations of the Jersey identit
am often accused of:  

(1) Greatly exaggerating a real story; or  
(2) Completely fabricating the story; or 
(3) I should be included as another oddity of Jersey origins; and most often 
(4) A combination of 1 & 3.   

Such is the colorful life of New Jersey – from Zip the Pinhead to the Sopranos . . . all NJ
  
 In 1857 William Henry Johnson was born in Liberty Corners, New Jersey. He was 

born to former slaves, William and Mahalia Johnson. As he grew his body developed 

normally but his head remained small  vanE

His unusual appearance caused many

e was a "pinhead." Th

term is “microcephalic” and sufferers ar

characterized by a small, tapering cranium 

and impaired mental faculty. However, 

William He

lly deficient; he may have merely 
an oddly-shaped head. (direct quote!)

 William Henry's parents agreed to 

allow the circus to display him in return for 

money. He was billed as the missing link 

supposedly caught in Africa and displayed in a 

cage. He was a popular draw and his success 

charge to P.T. Barnum. Barnum purchased th

ave him a new look. A furry suit was mad

hat-Is-It?" 
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 Zip's early performances were set against 

a background story. It was told to the audience 

that a tribe of "missing links" had been 

discovered in Africa, and that Zip was one of 

these. It was further explained that the "wild 

man", the "What-Is-It", subsisted on raw meat, 

nuts, and fruit, but was learning to eat more 

civilized fare such as bread and cake. 

 Zip would then be revealed in a cage 

where he could rattle the bars and screech. 

Barnum paid Zip a dollar every day to keep quiet 

and in character. Zip became Barnum’s most 

consistent draw and due to that position Zip 

became one of the better paid performers - $100 

a week in addition to that $1 a day ‘hush’ 

money. 

 As a publicity stunt, he came forward 

during the Scope monkey trial of 1925 and offered himself as evidence. (I swear, I did

make this up!) 

 Zip passed away on April 24, 1926 of bronchitis. His funeral was attended by 

hundreds of fellow performers as he was lov

and respected by his peers. The funeral home 

 not 

ed 

t 

an in 

required an entire pew just to sit, Frank Graf, 

the Tattooed Man (who wore a modest suit) 

and Joe Kramer, the man with the rubber 

neck, who stood facing forward for a change. 

Many other human marvels attended the 

service – from sword-swallowers to midgets – 

and all of them had known Zip for many years. 

 Decades later Saturday Night Live 

introduced the Coneheads who are rumored to 

be clones or descendants of Zip. (The first part 

is factual; the author takes responsibility for 

the second part of the sentence, ONLY!) 

on that day was filled to capacity with his 

fellow freak performers - all paying their las

respects to the greatest marvel of the era. The 

funeral must have been quite the sight as 

mourners included giants like Jim Tarver, the 

Texas Giant and Jack Earle, the Tallest M

the World and Jolly Irene, the Fat Lady who 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY 
--------------------  

FAMILY NAMES:  BORDEN, DECARTERET, GARRETTSON, GROVER, LAWRENCE, PARKER, PERRINE, 
SHEPHERD, SMIRES, SOUTHARD, STEEPY, TAYLOR, THOMAS AND THOMPSON  

 
 The Duke of York’s man, COLONEL RICHARD NICOLLS, was charged with qwelling any 
uprisings as he assumed command of the English garrisoned at the newly-christened Fort James in 
New York. As Governor one of his duties was to issue land grants. Some land speculators from 
Gravesend on Long Island decided to invest in this wild territory which was sparsely populated by 
the Lenape. After securing the land by three deeds with the native inhabitants, they petitioned 
NICOLLS for a patent and obtained The Monmouth Patent. The three deeds were: 25 January 1665 
sold by POPOMERA, Chief of the Nevasink, and MISHACOING for 118 wampum (68 white, 50 black 
wampum), 5 coats, 1 gun, 1 clout capp, 1 shirt, 12 pounds tobacco, and 1 gallon anker wine with 82 
wampun due in 1 year; 7 April 1665 sold by TAPLAWAPPAMMUND, YAWPOCHAMMUND, 
MATTAMAHICKANICK, KACKENHAM, MATTANOH, NORCHON and QURRMECK; and 5 June 1665 
sold by MANAVENDO, EMMERDESOLSEE, POPOMERA, CHECAWSEN, SHAMHEMUN, CRAMANSCUM, 
WINEGERMEEN and MACCA. The cost for the second and third purchases was similar to the first: 
wine, wampum, clothes, tobacco etc. One of the purchasers on deed # 3 was none-other-than our 
ancestor JAMES GROVER. The buyers then had to escort all 16 sellers to Gravesend to prove to the 
other investors that the deeds were real and then the whole gang of 28 – the 12 buyers from 
Gravesend and the 16 sellers from Jersey – had to parade over to the Governor’s office in New 
York to present the deeds and have each party swear to their veracity before a patent could be 
granted! What a sight that must have made! Real estate transactions have always been complicated it 
would seem. The patent required that 100 families be living there within three years which was 
accomplished through the work of the Rhode Island Monmouth Association with the majority of 
the new residents coming from Newport. A copy of each deed is in the New York Archives 
(Albany) and the New Jersey Archives (Trenton). 
 The area was first called Navesink, then Middletown and Shrewsbury County and finally 
MONMOUTH COUNTY. Why “Monmouth” was chosen is not known for certain; perhaps it was to 
honor the 1st Duke of Monmouth, JAMES SCOTT, the eldest illegitimate son of King Charles II or 
because the major landholder, COLONEL LEWIS MORRIS, lobbied for the name as the MORRIS estate 
in England was in Monmouthshire.  
 Two townships were created: Shrewsbury in the south and Middletown in the north. Three 
villages were founded: Shrewsbury, Middletown and Portland Point on the coast. £3 or £4 
subscriptions entitled one to 120 acres plus allotments for wives and children and 60 acres per 
servant. Shrewsbury and Middletown thrived and grew in size and importance as each was the center 
of government for the township of the same name. It was thought that the location of Portland 
Point on the coast would be enough to guarantee survival but it was eventually subsumed by 
Atlantic Highlands. 
 The population of the County was estimated to be between 900 and 1,000 by 1683. As the 
population grew, so did the need for efficient governing. To this end, the original two townships 
were sectioned into smaller townships: Freehold in 1693, Upper Freehold in 1731, Stafford in 1748, 
Dover in 1777, Howell in 1801, Millstone and Jackson in 1844, Plumstead in 1845, Union and 
Atlantic in 1847, Raritan, Marlboro and Manalapan in 1848, Ocean in 1849, Wall in 1851, Holmdel 
and Matawan in 1857. 
 The size of the county early on (see map following) accounts for the large number of 
surnames from our family associated with this county. Several appear under Ocean County as well. 
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FREEHOLD TOWNSHIP 
 Freehold Township became the third one of the County on 31 October 1693. The area 
was settled in 1685 by a group of Scottish reformers fleeing religious persecution.  In 1731 
Upper Freehold Township was taken from the southern aspect, leaving the remaining part 
sometimes referred to as Lower Freehold Township. It was incorporated as a township by an Act 
of the New Jersey Legislature on 21 February 1798. I have included this brief description 
because of the numerous changes in the borders of the township.  These changes make it diffic
to determine if recorded e

to be 

ult 
vents occurred in the same location or different ones.  

mouth 
eeds 

ownship and the next 3 
ildren are listed likewise. However, Jackson Township had been created from Freehold, Upper 

smaller Freehold Township while the orn in Jackson Township, then in 
 – 

r the hole heir d lives as the deeds and maps indicate 
hip to ackso nship in 1850 as the birth records 

dicate  My years of research have s own t rren ith 
I’ll et the ader d ide. 

MILLSTONE OWNSHIP 

o mouth County and 
e is after the river of the 

rly E h se
 Mattawong in favor of their “Milston River.” When it was formed in 1844 the township 

lle, 
 
 

red by 

ine. 

e with 

TERY and PERRINEVILLE 

EMETERY. This probably indicates a common situation: two adjacent but separate cemeteries – 

 For example, our 2nd-great-grandparents Corlis and Elizabeth (Thomas) Perrine had 9 
children. The first 5 were born before 1850 in Monmouth County and the last 4 after 1850 in 
Ocean County which makes sense as Ocean County was created in 1850 from Mon
County. This means that the family may not have moved and this is supported by property d
and available maps. However, if they did not move, then the 7 children that were born after 
March 1844 should all have Jackson Township listed, whether it was in Monmouth or Ocean 
County, but they do not. Their first 2 children were born in Freehold T
ch
Freehold and Dover Townships in 1844 which means that these 3 children were born in the 

 last 4 children all were b
Ocean County. This is important when trying to reconstruct the lives of Corlis and Elizabeth
did they live on the same farm fo  w of t  marrie
or did they move from Freehold Towns  J n Tow
in ? h hat county registrars often do not keep cu t w
changing boundaries and names…so……  l re ec
 

 

 T
 M neillsto  Township was created by an act of the state Legislature on 28 February 1844. 
Area was taken from the townships of Freehold and Upper Freehold in M n

ting Millstone. The namMonroe Township in Middlesex County in crea
same name that has its source in the township. The river supposedly got that name after a mill 
stone was accidentally dropped in the river. The nglis ttlers ignored the Lenape name ea
of
contained 9 villages: Carr’s Tavern, Holmeson, Smithburg, Sweetman, Bergen Mills, Bairdsvi
Stone Tavern, Clarksburg, and Perrineville. Only the last two survive today. Stone Tavern served
as a stagecoach stop along the Burlington Path; the actual tavern, with 3 foot thick walls of stone
(hence the name), stood until 1968 when it was destroyed by fire.The others are remembe
only street signs for the most part.  
 Some of our PERRINE, THOMAS and SHEPHERD ancestors lived here. Perrineville is 
situated upon a large tract of land once owned by JOHN PERRINE, a relative in a collateral l
The FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MILLSTONE is nearby; services had commenced in the 
area by 1785 and the first church edifice was built in 1788. Though only partially complet
temporary benches, that first structure functioned for over 40 years. The graveyard adjacent to 
the church has two names: MILLSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CEME

C
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one non-secular and the o eteries in one area; 
Cedar Lane in Trenton with its’ well-ear emetery Lane is a good example. 
Many times there are no fences separating the tw
Bordentown Cemetery and St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery which looks like one large cemetery. 
 The PERRINEVILLE CEMETERY is the final resting place for our 4th-great-grandparents, 
JOHN SHEPHERD (1785-1867) and his wife SARAH THOMPSON (1794-1864). The previous 
generation had been affiliated with the Upper Freehold Baptist Church so this final resting place 
may indicate a change of denomination. At least two of JOHN and SARAH’S children: HANNAH 
JOHNSON and CATHERINE PARKER, our 3rd great-grandmother, were buried in a Presbyterian 
Cemetery in Allentown.  
 WILLIAM THOMAS, SR. (1779-1850) and his wife MARY (1785-1850) were among the 
townships original inhabitants, owning property as early as 1803 in Upper Freehold Township 
that was incorporated into Millstone Township. They are one of the more peculiar 
“grandparents” in our family. By virtue of the age difference between their eldest daughter 
MARGARET THOMAS who was born in 1807 and married JOSEPH SMIRES and their 4th daughter 
ELIZABETH THOMAS who was born in 1816 and married CORLIS PERRINE, WILLIAM and MARY 
are both our 6th-great-grandparents and our 5th-great-grandparents! 

             WILLIAM THOMAS == MARY     7 

↓   ↓ 

3 
                      ↓ 

2                                          Alberta J. Matelena == Valentine W. Smith   2 
                                                                        ↓ 
1    CRAIG, VAL, BOB, BRIAN & MISSY  



 In the chart above, Dorothy (Southard) Matelena is Grandmom
John and Elizabeth are our great-grandparents. Their parents are our 2  
so on such that, following John’s line first: Edward Southard is 3rd-gg th

ggmother, Margaret (Thomas) Smires is 5th-ggm making William and
Returning to our 2nd-ggm Elizabeth, her line is: Sarah (Perrine) Parke
(Thomas) Perrine is 4th-ggm and William and Mary are our 5th-ggp!! 
wondering how this could be, it happens when cousins marry …. And
Elizabeth Parker were cousins, just not very close ones. They were “2  
In fact, it is doubtful they even knew they were related! (Can YOU na
cousins-once-removed? Remember “Aunt Dolly”? She was Mom’s 2
OUR 2nd-cousin-once-removed! So now, you can name one!) 
  

ther religious. Towns tended to group their cem
ned nickname of C

o burial grounds such as is found with 

8

7          Joseph Smires == MARGARET THOMAS     ELIZABETH THOMAS == Corlis Perrine  6 
    ↓            ↓ 
6      Joseph Southard == Mary Smires        ↓ 
             ↓  Sarah M. Perrine == William H. Parker 5 
5    Mary Murphy == Edward Southard   ↓ 
         ↓                          ↓ 
4    JOHN L. SOUTHARD === ELIZABETH R. PARKER   4 

↓ 
3               Albert J. Matelena === Dorothy R. Southard     
 

  1 

 Matelena, her parents 
nd-great-grandparents and
father, Mary Smires is 4 -
 Mary our 6th-ggp. 
r is 3rd-ggm, Elizabeth 
And, in case you are 
 John Southard and 
nd-cousins-once-removed”
me one of your 2nd-

nd-cousin which makes her 
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not ville

7 
 

 

-
ther of 

ant 

to. 

SMITHBURG 
 

 Smithburg (  Smith  as listed in the contents), about 6 miles southwest of Freehold, 
was always a small town even when it was one of the nine listed when the township was created 
in 1844.  The tavern and general store at the intersection of County Routes 537 (Monmouth & 
Freehold-Smithburg Roads) and 527 (Smithburg & Siloam Roads) anchored the hamlet but little 
remained by 1900. ASHER SMITH built a tavern and had some rooms for rent here as Route 53
was part of the Burlington Path over which the stagecoach travelled. SMITH’S hotel and tavern
were vacant, but still standing in 1936. During the first half of the 20th century the few remaining
family farms came to be owned by Italian-Americans. The general store, across the street from 
the tavern, was torn down when Route 537 was widened (probably in the 1950s or 60s).  
 

 
 

JAMES SHEPHERD 
(1751 – 1834) 

James is our 5th-great
grandfather, the fa
JOHN SHEPHERD who is 
buried in the Perrineville 
Cemetery. JAMES 
purchased a large tract of 
farmland in 1798 just south 
of Smithburg. The vac
farmhouse was still 
standing when I visited 
there in 1998 and took this 
pho
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************************************* 

WILLOW TREE TAVERN – CLARKSBURG  
 An English tanner with the surname Clark or Clarke picked this place, about 5 miles 
from Imlaystown, to settle in (and it was spelled Clarksburg and Clarkesburg). Willow Tree 

avern was a well-known hostelry at the beginning of the 19th century, being replaced by the 
larksburg Hotel in 1834. In 1820 John J. Ely opened a general store in town. This passed to 

Addison Mount who was appointed the first postmaster in 1829. By 1845 the hotel had reverted 
to the older name and operated as the Willow Tree Inn. That same year saw the construction of 
the Clarksburg Methodist Church; the structure is now owned by the township and is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. This church was originally part of the circuit including 
Imlaystown United Methodist Church and Emley’s Hill United Methodist Church, the last-
named being the progenitor of the other two. Records from the parent church indicate 1830 as 
the year the Clarksburg church was formed. ELIZABETH THOMAS (our 3rd-great-grandmother, 
wife of CORLIS PERRINE), daughter of WILLIAM and MARY mentioned above, was born in this 
village on 21 November 1816.  
 

 

MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
 For our purposes there is no reason to separate the town of Middletown from the 
township of the same name despite there being a huge difference in size. The town was 
the center of government for the township, one of the original two making up 

onmouth County. The other was Shrewsbury (town and township). Together they 
ere referred to as the Two Towns of the Navesink, the Lenape name for the region. 

ook of Middletown 
dated 1667! It is arguably 
in the collection of the Monmo iation. The village at 

 north 
exists. 

d 
g. 

 

T
C

M
w
Government records for Middletown begin with The First Town B

the County's most extraordinary extant document and is now 
uth County Historical Assoc

Middletown was laid out with an English nucleated grid: a series of 36 lots placed
and south of a major road, the Kings Highway, a land-division pattern that still 
Most village property owners also possessed "out lots," which were extensive tracts, 
often located some distance from the village. Local government was minimally involved 
in rural New Jersey. In the absence of public education, regulating escaped animals was 
one of its principal concerns.  
 When Monmouth County was reorganized in 1693 and Freehold Township 
created, Middletown Township embraced all of Monmouth County north of the 
Navesink River and east of Freehold Township. New Jersey's early townships were too 
large for administrative ease and were subdivided during the 1840s. Raritan Township 
was created out of Middletown Township in 1848. The 1848 Raritan Township was 
much larger than today’s municipality; it included the townships of Holmdel, Hazlet an
Aberdeen and the boroughs of Matawan, Keyport, Union Beach and most of Keansbur
Thereafter the border remained relatively stable, changing only for the secession of 
Atlantic Highlands in 1887 and Highlands in 1900, and some minor adjustments.  
 Middletown residents were divided in their loyalties during the Revolutionary 
War. Some significant landholding families remained loyal to the English crown, but did
so in the midst of rebellious forces that fought for independence.  
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 The Township's spiritual and educational life began in Middletown village where 
he first congregations located. The earliest Baptist Church in the state was founded 

here in 16 hrist 
Church in Middletown dat s had been held in the 
area since 1702. An edifice had been built in Shrewsbury in 1732 and the two functioned 

t
68; their records are at the Rutgers University Library. The Episcopal C

es from 1746 though Anglican sermon

as one church until 1854.  
 
 

 
 

y history has many ties to the Baptists of New Jersey, a short 
elaboration on the history of the Middl  appropriate. 
 As stated above, t e Baptist churches in 

congregations spun off that our anc
the mid-1730s and Jacobstown Bap
documented to date are usually that
membership in the church itself. Sin
actually older than the church itself, the fact that an ancestor is buried in one can not be 
taken to mean that it was the religio ill 
have a burying ground and at a later  
donate a couple acres to the church 
families burial ground. 

 
MIDDLETOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 

††††††††††††††††††††† 

 As our famil
etown congregation seems

his church is considered the earliest of th
the state, being organized and formally recognized in 1668. A full one-half of the town’s 
36 founders constituted the original congregation and included our ancestors JAMES 

GROVER and WILLIAM LAWRENCE. Another branch of our family, the SHEPHERD family, is 
thought to have been affiliated with this church as well. The SHEPHERD’S moved to 
Middletown from South Jersey in the late 1600s. There they had been members of the 
Cohansey Baptist Church. As the Middletown church grew, several other Baptist 

estors had ties to: Upper Freehold Baptist Church in 
tist Church in 1767. These “ties” as far as have been 
 of being buried in the churchyard, rather than 
ce many cemeteries associated with churches are 

n of our ancestors. This occurs because a family w
 date a church is built in the vicinity, the family will
for its cemetery and that acreage contains the 
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SHREWSBURY TOWNSHIP 

 One of the two original townships of the county has little to do with our ancestors. 
However, it does have something to do with my chosen profession – chiropractic. As you hav
(hopefully) read, the history of New Jersey has close ties to the history of the Society of 
Friends/Quakers. This Quaker history has a tie-in with chiropractic by-way-of an interesting 
event that occurred in Shrewsbury over 2 c

e 

enturies before the doctrines of chiropractic were first 

 – 

f his friends, who were Friends, including the old 
OX him

 
s 

articulated. A research journal published my article which tells the story more fully but, 
basically, it is the story of one notable Quaker – well, actually, the FOUNDING Quaker
GEORGE FOX, and one dead Quaker – JOHN JAY. The plot: clumsy JOHN JAY falls from his horse 
near Shrewsbury, New Jersey in 1672; all o
F self, declare JAY dead. FOX has a change of heart and, somewhat miraculously if not 
cleverly, does a repeat of an much earlier “raise the dead” incident (thus forever cementing a 
permanent place in history for him and his new religion just as the earlier one accomplished) by
moving JAY’S dead neck around and – surprise, surprise, surprise  – JAY lives! My article wa
published in 2008 and the citation is “Brian A. Smith, D.C., “Divinely Inspired? An Interesting 
Event in 1672,” Chiropractic History, Volume 28, Number 1, pages 55-57. 

 


UPPER FREEHOLD TOWNSHIP 

Upper Freehold Township dates back to  formed from portions of Freehold 
ownsh

 
famous structure known as 

e 

ch 
 
t 

rch 
and meetings continued to alternate with “Old 

 

 the 

 1731, when it was
T ip. It was formally incorporated as a township by an Act of the New Jersey Legislature 
on February 21, 1798. Over the years, portions of the township have been taken to form 
Millstone Township (February 28, 1844), Jackson Township (March 6, 1844) and Allentown 
(January 20, 1889). 

UPPER FREEHOLD BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

 Baptist meetings were being held in private homes in Crosswicks by 1735. In 1737
a meeting house was built on Red Valley Road and this is the 
the “Old Yellow Meeting House.” A second meeting house was built in Crosswicks in 
1751 and meetings may have alternated between the two. Neither constituted a separat
church until 1776 at the earliest. Forty-seven members of the Middletown church 

received letters of dismissal from the mother-chur
on 10 May 1776. The church they formed took the
name Church of Christ at Crosswicks for 7 years. I
was also known as the Crosswicks Baptist Chu

Yellow.” By 1783, it was recognized as the Upper 
Freehold Baptist Church, sometimes called the
Upper Freehold Church of Christ. This church was 
not the result of a schism in the mid-1730s with
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Middletown church that has been reported; at least the church records do not bear this 
out.  
 This has been one of the hardest congregations to clearly identify and properly 
affiliate within the Baptist church. Several Baptist congregations utilized “Freehold” in
their name and writers have often mixed different congregations together leading to the 
confusion. Another group sometimes re

 

ferred to as the “Freehold Baptists,” erected a 

 
with the Middletown Baptist Church.  
 The Upper Freehold church was compromised when thirty-two members were 
dismissed to form the Jacobstown Baptist Church in 1785. The shrinking of the 
congregation was reversed enough that by 1834 ninety-two members were dismissed to 
form a new Freehold Baptist Church.  
 Upper Freehold Baptist Church owned four houses of worship: the 1737 (Old) 
Yellow Meeting House on Red Valley Road with the burial ground alongside the original 
meeting house is the most well-known; a meeting house built on Cream Ridge in 1844 
and used for 11 years; a small house in Imlaystown for prayer meetings and Sunday 
school; and a larger meeting house in Imlaystown. This last house came into existence in 
1855 when the Cream Ridge structure was removed to Imlaystown.  
 It is thought that the churchyard is the final resting place for some of our PERRINE 
and GARRETSON ancestors but this has yet to be proven. That they were affiliated with 
this church is proved by the mention of their names in the early church books.  

************************************* 

ALLENTOWN 

ROB R. BURNET, one of the proprietors of East Jersey owned 4,000 acres in Upper Freehold 
ownship. In 1706 he sold 520 acres on Doctor’s Creek to his son-in-law, NATHAN ALLEN. ALLEN 

settled on York Road, whe of Imlaystown. ALLEN 
built a grist mill and a fulling mill whic  century later; by 1845 both had 

s 

 

 

HARLES

meeting house about a mile south of Freehold (then called Monmouth Court House) 
around 1765.  The Freehold Baptists became part of the Baptist Church of Upper 
Freehold when it was organized, possibly due to the fact that both groups originated

 
T

re it crossed Doctors Creek about 3.5 miles west 
h were still in operation a

been replaced by a brick mill.  A town grew on the eastern side of the creek in Monmouth County 
that was known as “ALLEN’S TOWN,” later condensed to ALLENTOWN. Doctor’s Creek is the source 
of Mill Pond in Allentown and continues to flows west, crossing Route 206 where the White Horse 
Bowling Lanes were located before emptying into Crosswicks Creek. 
 Like most country villages in the colonial period, Allentown developed around its mills. A
the farms in the area grew, so did the need for blacksmith shops, wheel wrights, carriage makers, 
chair makers, shoemakers, and seamstresses. The Monmouth Manufacturing Company ran a cotton
mill from 1814 to 1836, later becoming a woolen factory and finally a grist mill to the west of the 
village. By the end of the 18th Century more than 24 commercial enterprises existed here. Three 
churches served the inhabitants; one Presbyterian (first church building 1756) and two Methodist 
with one of these specifically “for colored people.” Saint John’s Roman Catholic Church was 
organized in April 1869.  
 During the second half of the 19th century our 3rd-great-grandparents, JAMES R. PARKER and
his wife CATHERINE R. SHEPHERD, were occasional residents of the town; owned a house on 
Church Street opposite where Hamilton Street ends for two years (1866 – 1868), their son C  
was born there in 1868, they would spend many of their remaining years living in and around 
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Allentown. In 1896 JAMES caught pneum ; his final 
resting place has not been located but Emley’s Hill United Methodist cemetery is the most likely site. 
CATHERINE continued to live in Allentown, renting a pl y 1913 she 
began housekeeping for MR. RAGU

died there in February 1915. S
in the Allentown Presbyterian
 Allentown was also a  
traveled through the town, be d 
was able to support four tave

onia in “H.A. Ford’s Mill” in Allentown and died

ace on Walker Avenue in 1910. B
SP E and moved into his house which was two doors away. She 
he was buried next to her sister HANNAH JOHNSON who died in 1892 
 churchyard.  
center for travel across New Jersey. The York Road or Burlington Path
ing named Main Street within the village, was the stagecoach road an
rns or inns. One still exists: the Allentown Hotel on Main Street. 

 
 

************************************* 

HORNERSTOWN 
Cabot Ivins built grist and saw mills on Lah

mill used to clean wool before use, called a fulling
resident. There was also a large amount of valuable
needed for making cement and glass and can be used as a fertilizer. During the 1830s 
Hornerstown had a surprisingly sizeable Mormon opulat
been founded in 1830. The founder, Joseph Smith
Mormon “stake.” If true, the structure must have b e 
been elsewhere in the latter part of that year. Smit  
years in the future, a revelation that would not be e
toleration from Jersey inhabitants (and explains th
Mormon history). After Smith’s 1842 revelation f
congregation dwindled and the building was sold t
town while at a later date the building was moved 
stands today as the Church of the Assumption. Wh ebated 

 away Creek in this area prior to 1800. A third 
 mill, was built at a later date by another early 
 marl, a mud rich in calcium carbonate 

p ion considering the church had just 
 (1805 – 1844), allegedly preached at that 
een built by 1839 as Smith is known to hav

h’s “revelation” on polygamy was still three
xpected to enjoy much support or even 

e sizeable congregation at this early time in 
ollowed by his assassination in 1844, the 
o the Catholic Church. First it was used in 
to church-owned land in New Egypt where it 
ether this last move occurred has been d

for years. 
 Several of our SOUTHARD ancestors have connections to this town. 
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*************************************

IMLAYSTOWN 
 
 

 

rated 

d between 12 and 15 

addition to the busines  and two mills at that 
time, a saw mill and a g BEN HENDRICKSON 
who, 9 years later, bought the mill e two ventures that IMLAY did so 

n that 
illage did. 

 

It postal designation is Cream Ridge. As already mentioned the two mission churches 
were both formed in the 1830s; they included IMLAYSTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

By 1700 a mill had been constructed on Doctor’s Creek 
and in 1727 the mill with its pond and 50 acres was sepa
from the original tract and sold to SAMUEL IMLAY. IMLAY soon 
built a tavern on his land and leased it to a manager. IMLAY 
continued to make land purchases in the area, bringing 
together a significant amount of the original acreage. After 
several years he decided to sell off the tavern and it became 
owner-occupied. Meanwhile a general store was opened 
adjacent to the mill and a privately operated post office was 
there by 1826. By 1834 the village ha
dwellings, a tannery, a smith-shop and a wheelwright in 

ses already mentioned: the tavern, the store
rist mill. In 63 the tavern was sold to REU 18

 property bringing th
well by back together again.  
 IMLAYSTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
was formed in 1830 under the auspices of EMLEY’S 

HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. “Cox’s Corner” 
was the location of the first house of worship. This 
was replaced in 1866 with a small chapel in the 
village proper that was dedicated on 30 January 
1867. The chapel (pictured here) still stands and is 
a private residence. The UPPER FREEHOLD BAPTIST 

CHURCH is about 1.5 miles east of Imlaystown 
which is now used as its address. Its former 
identification with Red Valley vanished whe
v

************************************* 

NITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 About a mile north of Prospertown 
0 

 
ted 

s 

with the third structure still in use today. 

EMLEY’S HILL U

this church was first established in 179
on an acre of land donated by SAMUEL 

EMLEY just 2 decades after Methodism
came to the state. The first building las
but seventeen years when it was 
destroyed by fire. The second church 
building was in use until 1855 when it wa
replaced on Christmas Day of that year 
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(about 1.5  3 miles 
northeast). These 3 constitute e township. Church records 
refer to meetings being held at “Emley’s Meeting-House” which may refer to either the 

 
MLEY and 

, 
ce 

or 

ld Post Road where it crosses 
 west  lines of 

onm s and Upper Freehold Township in the former and 
ships in the latter. A dam was built and a grain mill was in 
70s; the town also boasted a hotel at that time. The hotel 

posite from each other on the post road, were abandoned long 
 century. A second nucleus of homes was built a short distance 

er ground around the middle of the 19th century. The elevation 
robably was a flooding problem with the local waterways. 

l Delivery Post Office for Ocean County (not Monmouth) 
ntil 1913. 

 
 

IDDLESEX COUNTY 

AMILY PARKER 

 the foundations of the county in declaring that Woodbridge and 
unty which was expounded on by the General Assembly of East 

x to be one of the four original counties of East Jersey. The 
 county of the same name in England that encompassed Greater 

 first county seat and served as the capital of East New Jersey and 
l Colony and the first decade of statehood too! The county seat 

ck in 1793. The 1830 census showed a population of just over 23,000. 
d in 1838, Middlesex County abutted Monmouth and Burlington 

 
 

 miles northwest) and CLARKSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (about
d the Methodist “circuit” for th

church or a different site.  
 Several sources errantly name this place as Imlay’s Hill possible due to the 
proximity to Imlaystown or confusion with Imlay’s Mill, an earlier name given to
Jacksonville. The fact of having two prominent land holders named SAMUEL E
SAMUEL IMLAY doesn’t help either! 
 Buried in the EMLEY’S HILL churchyard are our 5th-great-grandparents JOSEPH 

SMIRES, III and his wife MARGARET THOMAS. Another of our ancestors, JAMES R. PARKER

is said to be buried at “Imlay’s Hill” a place that does not exist.  His final resting pla
has remained elusive as his name does not appear in any inventories of this cemetery 
in any Imlaystown cemetery found to date. 

 

************************************* 

PROSPERTOWN 
 Prospertown lies on the old Mount Holly-Freeho
Ivanhoe Brook (which is just  of Lahaway Creek). It straddles the dividing
M outh and Ocean Countie
Jackson and Plumsted Town
operation here by the mid-17
and mill, located op
before the start of the 20th

away and on slightly high
reference indicates that there p
Prospertown became a Genera
in 1856 and remained so u

 


M
F NAMES:  CHEESMAN AND 

 
 In 1675 the Dutch laid
Piscataway were to comprise a co
Jersey in 1682 in declaring Middlese
name recognizes the historic
London. Perth Amboy was the
one of the dual-capitals as a Roya
was moved to New Brunswi
Before Mercer County was create
Counties near Trenton. 
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MONROE TOWNSHIP 
 Monroe Township was founded in 1 38 and  the 
United States JAMES MONROE. Originally p
from South Amboy was formed in Railroad
beginning, starting with the Camden and Am
 Our 2nd-great-grandparents WILLIAM

married in Millstone Township on 11 Janua
Township where their first child, IDA MAE, o 
years later as this is where their 2nd child wa
Matelena’s mother, was born there in Octob
family may have lived there as late as the tu
 



rovince of West New Je
and, with Perth Amboy, were 
the dual-capitals of the Royal 

8  named in honor of the fifth President of
art of Piscataway, about 48 square miles was taken 
s came into Monroe from just about the very 

boy Rail Road in the 1830s and 1840s. 
 HENRY PARKER and SARAH MARY PERRINE were 

ry 1880. By October they were living in Monroe 
was born. The family was still in the township tw
s born. ELIZABETH RUTH PARKER, Grandmom 
er 1882. WILLIAM worked as a farm laborer. The 
rn of the century. 

 

BURLINGTON COUNTY 
Family Names:  MURPHY, PARKER, SMIRES and SOUTHARD 

 The 8 original townships 
of the County were laid out in 
1694: Chesterfield, Mansfield, 
Chester, Springfield, 
Willingboro, Northampton, 
Evesham and Nottingham. 
Nottingham Township was at 
the very northern end of the 
county and covered all of 
Hamilton Township and South 
Trenton right up to the 
Assunpink Creek (which 
separated Burlington from 
Hunterdon County at that time). 

 The town of the same 
ame was the capital of the n

P rsey, 

Colony. This continued into 
statehood until 1790. The town 
played a minor role in our 
ancestry. However, I could not 
resist including the Witches Tree 
legend. 
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CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP 

during the states colonial period. The northern 
 Chesterfield Township was founded 

he 

he 

ad. The first 

677. Two other communities are in the township today: Chesterfield and Sykesville.  
The townships first official recognitio h before JAMES 

II fled England. The na ne notable meeting 
of conspirators against e-third of the eastern 

 reached 
area’s 

in Upper 
laware 

Groveville, 
 considered navigable waters. English Quakers were the first Europeans to settle in the 
rea. The settlement, on the higher, south side of the creek, started in 1677, has a typical 

and southern borders have been essentially the 
same for three and a half centuries; Crosswicks 
Creek separates it from Mercer County in t
north while in the south, Black’s Creek and 
Bacon’s Run separate it from Mansfield 
Township (and a small piece of Springfield). 
Originally, its east-to-west aspect extended t
width of Burlington County – from the 
Delaware River to Province Line Ro
settlers were Quakers in the Crosswicks area in 

1
 n came in 1688, just a mont

me came from Chesterfield, the location of o
 JAMES II, in Derbyshire, England. About on

part of the township was taken to form New Hanover Township in 1723. When the state 
legislature first designated the original townships of New Jersey in 1798, Chesterfield 
was 1 of the 104 created. Chesterfield 
Township lost its bank on the 
Delaware River in 1825 when the 
Borough of Bordentown was created. 
In 1830 the township boasted a 
population of 2,386. 

nd Our 2 -great-grandparents 
lived in the two houses pictured in the 
township. They were Grandmom 
Matelena’s paternal grandparents 
and the second picture is of the 
“Chesterfield farmhouse” that some of 
you may recall, though it was greatly 
remodeled, as it stayed in the family 
until 1964. 
 

************************************* 

CROSSWICKS 
 Clossweeksunk was an area specially reserved for Lenape girls when they
maturity; its approximate translation, “house of separation,” was indicative of the 
function. The creek arises from 2 branches, 1 near Wrightstown and the other 
Freehold; they come together near New Egypt and the creek empties into the De
at Bordentown after a 25 mile course. The last 6 miles, from Bordentown to 
is
a
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English la on is the 
1773 Friends Meeting se. By 1834 there were 4 

nding; 

ownship was created. 
 This house was where Aunt 
Marian was probably born. By the time 
Grandmom Matelena was born, the 
family had moved to Bordentown. 
 
 

***********

RECKLESS

 Recklesstown, the original name of the town, was not a commentary on behavior, 
but taken from a founding citizen: J
 JOSEPH SCATTERGOOD and H
Black's Creek in 1701. J  R

 the run of water on which it stood 
eam". In 1749 RECKLESS bought into a 

e Sykesville Road crosses Black's 
ted by members of the CHAPMAN family since before 1737.  

 illage in the first half of the 18th century 
n to 1710 or 1748. Either way, it’s still 
ll stands on the northeast corner of the 

ge and it remains a tavern. 
al Delivery Post Office in 1830, a 

ged. By 1834, Recklesstown contained 
 10 to 12 dwellings. In 1849 the 

 another component to the core 
 also boasted a carriage manufacturer, 

became obsolete with the advent of 
 only surviving business is the tavern. 
gressman for the district” in 

t believed the town had become an object of ridicule as very 
few knew of JOSEPH RECKLESS and even fewer cared. He was behind the change of 
name to th
name does not appear in any list of
Chesterfield assumed R til 1920. 

yout with a common in the center of town. Still standing on the comm
 House and the 1784 Friends School Hou

inns or taverns, 5 or 6 stores, 2 mills and 40 to 50 homes. 3 of the inns are still sta
two have been converted into private 
residences while the 3rd remains an inn. 
The Meeting House has Revolutionary 
War cannon balls imbedded in the 
walls. North Crosswicks, on the north 
bank of the creek, was in Nottingham 

ownship until 1842 when Hamilton T
T

************************** 

TOWN - CHESTERFIELD 

OSEPH RECKLESS.  
ENRY BECK began operating a mill on a tributary of 

OSEPH ECKLESS purchased the mill in 1712. It probably was a 
grist mill, but it also shaped timber; in a 1753 survey
was identified as "Joseph Reckless Saw Mill Str
second mill. Located southeast of the town where th
Creek, it had been opera

A tavern was built at the center of the v
but local historians debate the exact year; it’s dow
a very old building! Yes, Recklesstown's tavern sti
main intersection that defines the center of the villa
 Recklesstown became a designated Gener
designation it would hold until the name was chan
not only the tavern and mills, but a general store and
Baptist Church, an off-shoot of Middletown, added
functions of a rural village. By 1876, Recklesstown
a tailor, and a blacksmith. Most of these businesses 
the automobile. The church is still active but the
 ANTHONY BULLOCK, referred to as the “Con
1888 and a residen

e more-stately-sounding Chesterfield in that same year. BULLOCK’S 
 federal or state congressman found to date. 

ecklesstown’s General Delivery function un
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N
 New Hanover Township was cr nd set off from Chesterfield 

ide of the 
k’s Mill was 
volution. 

me 

t 
uilt in 

 town had, besides 

7 square miles was taken from New Hanover Township to form 
North Hanover Township in 1905.  

EW HANOVER TOWNSHIP 
eated in 1723 with la

& Springfield Townships. The Hanoverians ruled the Kingdoms of Ireland and Great 
Britain from 1714 to 1901 and was the source of the townships name. The township’s 
population in 1830 was 2,859. In 1905 17 of the 40+ square miles in New Hanover were 
set aside for the new township of North Hanover, which took Harrisville, Jacobstown and 
Ellisdale with it. The majority of the remaining 22 square miles of New Hanover are 
taken up by Fort Dix Army Base (1917) and McGuire Air Force Base (1937).  

 
************************************* 

COOKSTOWN  

nship. Coo
 the Re

r of Main Street and Brindletown Road, was b
 by George C. Davis. In 1883, the

This is the only population center outs
military bases remaining in the tow
powered by the North Run well before
Reference has been found to Hendrickson’s Mill built in 
1732 that was still grinding flour and feed until the middle 
of the 20th century. It is not known if these 2 were the sa
mill or not but only 1 mill is found in later years. The 
Cookstown House, a Federal-style tavern on the southeas
corne
1825

the church and mill, 2 stores, 2 hotels, a black
a post office, a hay press, a fertilizer and agri
implement depot, and about 150 inhabitants;
had been reduced to 110.  

Our Irish 3rd-great-grandparents 
MARGARET H. (MONAHAN) MURPHY moved to New 
Hanover Township from the New Egyp
first to Harrisville until 1874 or later then C
1880. The map here is from 1873 and it doe
anyone from the 1880 Murphy household l
not far off were another set of our 3rd-grea
JOSEPH and MARY (SMIRES) SOUTHARD. It shouldn’t be 
surprising then that their children, MARY MURPHY

EDWARD SOUTHARD met and married. Coin
maybe not?) there is a village close to Monag
hometown in County Wexford, Ireland, that 
….COOKSTOWN! 

smith shop, 
cultural 
 by 1939 this 

JOHN and 

t area by 1870, 
ookstown by 
s not have 

isted. Living 
t-grandparents 

 and 
cidentally (or 
eer, their 
is named 




 

NORTH HANOVER TOWNSHIP 
 As mentioned, 1
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************************************* 

 Harrisville was the name o  east of Jacobstown in the mid-
9th cen  on maps as being located on 

outh Counties; actually it was 
nship. Despite its tiny size, it was 

oes a Jonathon R. Harris living 
ame in Bass River Township 

OHN and 
until their deaths in 1889 and 

n, is possibly named after RICHARD GIBBS (1644 – 
703) or a descendant, and information is extremely rare to come by. The village dates to the 

early 19th century at the la ne does straddle 
rovince Line Road. Today, the eastern section of the village is in Upper Freehold Township, 

Monmouth County and the western sec
is in North Hanover Township, Burlington 
County. The time and reason for the name 
change to Shelltown has yet to be 
discovered but it is odd considering it w
from an English name to one possibly 
associated with the Lenape. Shelltown, 
according to some sources, was a 
descriptive name, reflecting the large 
amount of shells the native tribes left 
behind in this particular area during the
yearly migrations from the mountains 
the shore and back. In other sources, th
eponymous shells were from the 
Cretaceous period, 100 million years ago. 
The Post Office there was designated 
Shelltown until 1869. Ellisdale recognizes 
the areas most influential inhabitant in the 
mid-19th century, FRANCIS ELLIS. 
 On the west side of the road
New Hanover Township side) you c
great-grandfather JOSEPH S. SOUTHA

Shelltown Methodist Church; the lit I 
lasted well beyond JOSEPH’S death i e 
south (2nd house north of church) in

HARRISVILLE 

f a town that was about a mile
1 tury but disappeared long ago. It is often incorrectly shown
Province Line Road, the border between Burlington and Monm
west of the road, placing it squarely within North Hanover Tow
designated a Post Office between 1856 and 1862. An 1876 map sh
in the town. It is often confused with a ghost town of the same n
(Ocean County). This appears to have been the area our Irish 3rd-great-grandparents J
MARGARET H. (MONAHAN) MURPHY lived in from the mid-1860s 
1891 respectively. 

 
************************************* 

GIBBSTOWN - SHELLTOWN - ELLISDALE 

 The first name of the village, Gibbstow
1

test and probably several decades earlier; this o
P

tion 

as 

ir 
to 
e 

 (the 
an still drive by the 2 houses that were owned by our 3rd-
RD. In 1864 he purchased the 3rd house north of the 
igation over the title between JOSEPH and his eldest son LEV

n 1906. In 1876 JOSEPH took possession of the house to th
 a property-swap with another resident. 
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ELLISDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
††††††††††††††††††††† 

 Methodism was present in this area of the State for eighty 
years p

urial ground was laid out, another ten before the stained glass windows and vestibule added, 
 tower topped the humble 

structure i as incorporated in 1945 for the express 
purpose of

******* 

 

moved to the area from Little Egg Harbor and laid 

right 
 to have died in the town that 

bears his name.  Jacob’s Town, by 1834, had two 
l store and a dozen or so dwellings. 

ear 
d 
 

he 

rvices were held at 

rior to the building of this Burlington County church in 
1852. Reverend Socrates Townsend, Pastor of the Crosswicks 
Methodist Church, and Enoch Rogers drew up a subscription list 
in 1851 for a church to be built at Shelltown. The pastor’s wife 
had began a Sunday School in Extonville, about a mile north of 
Shelltown, that same summer which was followed by a “revival” 
in the fall. The church was incorporated, the lot purchased and the 
hurch built on the west side of the road all in 1852. Twenty-four years would pass before the c

b
and the world passed into the 20th century before the bell and bell

n 1903. The Ellisdale Cemetery Association w
 maintaining the burying grounds.  

 
******************************

 

JACOBSTOWN 

 A Quaker by the name of JACOB ANDREW 

the foundation of the town when he opened a 
general re and bu t blacksmith and wheelw sto il
shops. He is supposed

taverns, a genera
It was also a designated General Delivery Post Office 
for a decade by that year, a designation it would 
hold until 1927. The photo of Jacobstown’s one-
room schoolhouse dates from 1906.  

 
JACOBSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 

††††††††††††††††††††† 

In 1767 one-half acre was purchased for an 
of corn and the first Baptist meeting house was erecte
in Jacobstown. The site had already been consecrated
and in use as a graveyard, the first to be located in t
township. The first known burial in the cemetery 
occurred in 1765. It would be almost 2 decades more 
before the church was constituted when 21 people, 
many from Upper Freehold Baptist Church, founded 
the church on 19 October 1785. Se
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the me
 in 1767. It was small, 30 X 32, but 

it serve  
s in use was 

built. Jacobstown had an auxiliary meeting house in Cookstown for a short period, a 
chapel in S

In 1821, 17 members le tist Church. In 1871, 59 
members left, took over the 2 n, and formed the 

destroyed by the British, who had sent an expedition to destroy the 
vessels in Barnes and Crosswicks Creeks. Our grandmother 
D ROTHY RUTH SOUTHARD was born there in 1907. 

Our great-grandparents, John L. Southard & Elizabeth R. Parker 

 
 

OCEAN COUNTY 
FAMILY NAMES:  PARKER, PERRINE, SMIRES AND THOMAS  

 
In the mid-1800s, Joel Haywood, a Methodist minister, dedicated Whig and former state 

assemblyman felt the citizens in the southern part of Monmouth County were being treated 
unfairly. The opposition party, the Jacksonian-Democrats (a.k.a. the Locofoco Party) controlled 
the Monmouth County Board of Freeholders and gave a larger share of public funds to their own 
localities, the more affluent northern part of the county. As public support grew for the Whig 
party through the 1830s and into the 1840s and a change in power grew more likely, the 
Locofocos responded. In 1844, they enacted legislation to add 4 freeholders (hopefully of their 
own party) to the County Board by creating Jackson and Millstone Townships. Not satisfied, 
they continued to pack the Board: 2 freeholders each for Plumsted (1845), Atlantic (1847), 
Marlboro (1849) and Ocean (1849) Townships. This rapid growth was the largest in the state, 
from 15 in 1843 to 32 by 1849, and was not reflective of the changing demographics. In 1849 
Haywood requested the state Legislature create a separate county out of the southern half of 
Monmouth. The machinations that “packed” the Board had been so overtly obvious that it 
quelled most dissent and hastened the creation of Ocean County which had a Whiggish quality to 
it. Remember that while it may seem that New Jersey is a northern state, a full 1/3 would be 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line if it continued to the Atlantic seaboard.  

eting house in Bordentown until 1821, but no reason is given for this odd 
situation as the Jacobstown meeting house was built

d the congregation for eighty-six years! Another meeting house was built in 1848
at Recklesstown, now Chesterfield. In 1853, the brick structure that remain

ykesville and a Sunday school near Hornerstown. 
ft to form the Bordentown Bap
nd meeting house at Recklesstow

Recklesstown Baptist Church, renamed Chesterfield Baptist in 1888.  

 Three generations of our SOUTHARD ancestors are buried in this churchyard, 
beginning with JOHN SOUTHARD (1794-1851), his son JOSEPH S. SOUTHARD (1823-1906) 
and ending with Joseph’s son EDWARD A. SOUTHARD (1846 or 1847- 1898). The church 
registers do not indicate that any were church members. 
 
 
 

BOROUGH OF BORDENTOWN 

 Settled in 1681 by Thomas Farnsworth. Takes its name 
from Joseph Borden, an early settler. In May, 1778, it was partly 

O
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The Senate’s vers Daniel Haines signed 
the charter creating Oc

old 

ion of the bill passed by one vote and Governor 
ean County on 15 February 1850. 

Potter’s Church in the tiny hamlet of Good Luck in Lacey Township is the birthplace of 
the Universalist Church, one-half of today’s UNITARIAN-UNIVERSALIST CHURCH. 

 


JACKSON TOWNSHIP 
 That the area was anti-Whig and pro-Jacksonian-Democrats is evident through the 
honoring of the seventh President of the United States ANDREW JACKSON (1767 – 1845) The 
Township was created from portions of Dover (now Toms River), Freehold and Upper Freeh
Townships on 6 March 1844 with 170 square miles. One year later a significant amount of area 
in the western part of the township was lost when Plumsted Township was formed and a 
couple other minor losses left Jackson Township with just over 100 square miles. A part of 
Monmouth County for 6 years, it was transferred to the new County on 15 February 1850. 
 Our SMIRES ancestors lived in this area in the late 18th/early 19th centuries. JOSEPH 
SMIRES, III owned about 80 acres just north of Prospertown at the time of his death in 1854: from 
1850 to 1854 it was Jackson Township in Ocean County; from 1844 to 1850 it was Jackson 
Township in Monmouth County; and before 1844 it was Upper Freehold Township in 
Monmouth County. ELIZABETH (THOMAS) SMIRES, his widow, then moved to New Hanover. 
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************************************* 

DOWNSVILLE – GOSHEN – CASSVILLE 
 The Cassville area is said to have been part of a Proprietary grant made to Isaac VanHise in 
1751. This village’s first name as found in most sources was Downsville, after early inhabitant 
amuel Downs. However the U.S. Post Office used the Cassville name over a decade before the 

Downsville one (and neve s not certain. Biblical or 
histo It 
was probably a reference to local grain production as the “land of Goshen” was one of the bread-

1915, 

ral 
, 

n 
said 

om Michigan (1845 – 48, 1849 – 57), Democratic nominee 
r the president (1848), and Secretary of State (1857 – 60) under PRESIDENT JAMES BUCHANAN. 

 The Cassville Meth
Cassville Methodist church
erected its first log church in

rge, p g the nave supposedly 
uis Comfort Tiffany (1848 – 

he Jackson Historical 
ld have been a later 

885 and would be grossly out-
of-character for the 

but by the en  century, the building had 

churchyard a e Church has been in use 

our 2nd ARAH PERRINE, can be 
ILLIAM H. PARKER 

rr
cranberry giant, OceanSp oduction after the Civil 
War, more than 200 cr

S
r used Goshen) so the exact timing of the names i

ric references to the “Land of Goshen” supplied the second name which was in use in 1834. 

basket towns along the Nile River. “Egypt” had already been taken by a nearby town (as will be 
seen). Another town of the same name had been in existence in Cape May County since the late 
1690s and may account for the brief period of time when Goshen was used.  
 In 1834 the town had a saw mill and a grist mill (The grist mill was in operation until 
while the Allen saw and fulling mill operated until it burned in 1928), one tavern (Cassville 
Hotel/Whitney's Tavern, erected by 1830 on Cassville-VanHiseville Road, still standing); 2 gene
stores, 10 to 12 residences and the Methodist meeting house. Depending on the source consulted
the final name change occurred in 1837 (US Post Office), 1844 when Jackson Township was created 
or 1850 when Ocean County was created. Of note is that the Post Office used Cassville (1837 - 
1960) and Downsville (1848 – 55) at the same time. In any event, the change occurred during the 
same period that Jackson Township was created and both were done less to honor individuals tha
to identify the political leanings of the inhabitants of the area, at least the influential ones. That 
the name honors BRIGADIER GENERAL LEWIS CASS (1782 – 1866) whose accomplishments include: 
veteran of War of 1812, Secretary of War (1831 – 36) under PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON, French 
ambassador (1836 – 42), U.S. Senator fr
fo

odist Church was built in 1839 The 
 was organized in the early 1840's and 

 1844. At one time the church had six, 
la ictorial, stained glass windows linin

designed by Lo
1923) according to t
Society. These wou
addition, after 1

found lying between 2 husbands: RICHARD I. FRANCIS, JR. (died 18

usually sedate 
Methodists! The congregation was active until 1979 

d of the 20th

been torn down; the Tiffany windows are ???? The 
djacent to th

since the early 1700s and is the final resting place of 
-great-grandmother, S

78) and W

y bog in the 1840s. Small wonder that the 

(died 1901). The latter one is our 2nd-great-grandfather. The whereabouts of her 3rd husband, JOHN 
ASAY, is not known.  
 The anti-scurvy effects of the cranberry pushed John "Peg Leg" Webb, a retired seaman 
turned local schoolteacher, to develop the cranbe

r
anb

ay, got its start in this part of the state. At peak pr
erry bogs were in production.  
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 Webb lived east of Cassville an  to the south as that area was first 
called Webbville, then South Cassville and lastly it

e. 

unchanged – Jackson Mills (it a
would indicate possession and t  
stands). It is not known how lon w mill 
operating in 1834 and the town
7 dwellings and a Presbyterian c s but 
it did not last long. Both Jackso
Jacksonville may have fell out o
Burlington County and another 
to Jackson. Just north of the tow
were mined many years before 1

 
*****

IRI

 A wild guess… there was
Mill here early on, right? The hig
grade flax are spun in “Irish mills
manufacture of finely woven whi
called cambrics and lawns (not the 
kind but lightweight, sheer cloth used in 
dresses, lingerie, curtains, infants clothing 
and handkerchiefs). VanHiseville was in 
use by 1851 as the town became a 
dedicated Post Office in that year, 
remaining as such until 1958. Isaac 
VanHise was the progenitor of that 
surname in the area and the town may be 
named after him. In 1939 this hamlet boasted a pop
 CORLIS PERRINE and his wife ELIZABETH T 0-
acre farm here in 1850. The farm was on the southe
Lakewood Road (Route 527/528) and VanHiseville - te 636) – and we drove 
past it many times on our way to the Jersey shore. 

d some of his lands were
 was merged into a larger Cassville. Webbville had 

enough people for a Webbville Methodist Church to open for a short time around 1865. 
 Cassville has been quite stable for almost 2 centuries – the description of 1834 remains 
relatively unchanged and the population has hovered around 200 all this time. Since 1911 the swamp 
blue- has slowly edged out cran- as the berry-of-choic
 

************************************* 

IMLAY’S MILLS –  JACKSON MILLS – JACKSONVILLE –  JACKSON 
 The oft-repeated story that the town’s name was changed in 1844 is wrong. Gordon’s 
Gazetteer from 1834 gives Jacksonville as the name and the Post Office designated Jackson’s 
Mills as a General Delivery town between 1837 and 1907.  Imlay’s Mills had been used earlier 
and was undoubtedly from was one of the numerous Imlay clan; which one has yet to be 
discovered. Then, “officially,” that honor passed from mill owner to President when it was 
decided to honor PRESIDENT JACKSON in 1844.  The business-end of the town’s name was 

ppears incorrectly as Jacksons Mills on an 1872 map – that 
he former President did not have a mill where Six Flags now
g the mill remained open but there was a grist mill and sa

’s name is given as Jacksonville. At this time there were 2 stores, 
hurch. A Methodist Church was organized here in the 1860

n Mills and Jacksonville were used for a number of years but 
f favor as there are two other towns with this name, one in 
in Hunterdon County. This may be why the name was shortened 
n was a large quantity of iron (bog) ore as well as copper which 
834. 

******************************** 

SH MILLS – VANHISEVILLE 
 an Irish 
hest 
” for the 
te linens 
grass 

ulation of 85!  
HOMAS (our 3rd-great-grandparents) bought a 5
ast corner of the intersection of VanHiseville - 
Bennetts Mills Road (Rou
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************************************* 

H  

or a 

 
on 

DANIEL is correctly referred to as being the seni
fathers, however in the AH’S family owned 

n s  land e and it i m thi
feet (about ¼ acre) was set off for a family 

uryin  late-1700s or early-1800s. Opposite the graveyard is a church 
used at least three separate congregations over the years: the 

Holmansville Presbyterian Church, organized 1847. 
wever, it has been reported that the Mormons used the 
lding before it was Presbyterian. Mormonism was 

 
e 
 

s 
ith 

cemetery association with maintenance being provided by 
Faith Bible Church. It is not known if this is a formal 

rangement or not. In the mid-1980s there were many 
all, brown fieldstones interspersed among the regular 
ve markers. Most only had initials and a year chiseled 

ve been 
 marked and piled in the 

southeast corner of the cemetery, including 
those for DANIEL and SARAH. A descendant 
obtained permission to remove these 
stones and he did take one, if not both, of 
the stones. He removed them to his 
residence in Hamilton Township, but their 
current location is unknown as he died a 
few years ago. DANIEL’S son CORLIS 
PERRINE and his wife ELIZABETH THOMAS 
area also interred in the Perrine Family 
Burial Ground. 

OLMANSVILLE

 Robert Holman was the first of this name to actually settle in the area though 
Samuel Holman of the Rhode Island Monmouth Association in Newport was one of the 
original 24 patentees of Monmouth. The hamlet is undoubtedly named after Robert 
descendant. In 1939 the population was 98. 
 Our 5th-great-grandparents, DANIEL PERRINE and his wife SARAH HOLMAN had
their farm in Holmansville over the last half of the 18th century. This DANIEL was the s
of DANIEL PERRIN (without the final –e) and he had a son named DANIEL PERRINE. This 

or since his last name differs from his 
 available records he is often styled “Jr.” SAR

large amou t  of her s fro
their farm containing almost 11,000 square 

s family the town gets its name. A section of 

b g ground in the
building which has ho

earliest dated congregation, and the one that is incorrectly 
assumed to be the owner of the cemetery, was 

Ho
bui
strong in this area from 1837 and Joseph Smith is said to 
have been a regular preacher in these parts until the mid to
late 1840s. The building was also used by the Holmansvill
Methodist Church beginning in 1869. Ironically, it became
the Holmansville Mormon Stake at a later date (unless thi
refers to the earlier use by this religion) and is now Fa
Bible Church. Holmanville Cemetery is owned by a 

ar
sm
gra
on them. Since that time the fieldstones ha
removed from the graves they
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PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP 
 Created from the w
CLEMENT PLUMSTED, an ea
(English spelling) a
in 1683. (See Table 1) His grant of 2,700 
elder) never came to the pro
sold the land to a new w
PLUMSTED. The land 
Mount Clement, on Cr

KIMMONS’ MILLS

                                 ↓  

          & →
               ↑ 

NEWPORT →SNUFF MILL  

estern part of Jackson Township on 11 March 1845 and named for 
rly settler. CLEMENT PLUMSTED was related to CLEMENT PLUMSTEAD 

 draper from London who was one of the 24 Proprietor’s of East New Jersey 
acres covered Plumsted Township. CLEMENT (the 

vince; neither did his son ROBERT who inherited the land. ROBERT 
orld relative who was three-time mayor of Philadelphia, CLEMENT 

passed to his grandson THOMAS, son of WILLIAM, who built a mansion, 
osswicks Creek. It is in honor of this family that Plumsted got its name. 

************************************* 
 

 / TIMMINS’ MILL 

 EGYPT → NEW EGYPT → OAKFORD →NEW EGYPT      

 Besides having a convoluted history of names, New Egypt also has a convoluted 
history of location – it has been in four different townships and three different counties 
through the years! From 1637 to 1743 the town was within Upper Freehold Township, 
Monmouth County. When “Lawrence’s Line” which was further east than Keith’s Line, 
was adopted as the corrected division of East and West Jersey in 1743 (though the two 
divisions had ceased to exist at 
a government level), the town 
became part of New Hanover 
Township in Burlington 
County. In 1844 it became part 
of the new Jackson Township 
and 1 year later Plumsted 
Township; both in Monmouth 
County until 1850 and Ocean 
County after that. It is unclear 
how long this lasted.  
 Mill Pond drew 
COWPERTHWAITE KIMMONS to 
its banks in the early 1700s 
where he built one of the 
earliest grist or grain mill in 
the region and gave his name 
to the small village that sprung 
up around the mill. Grain 
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would be hauled by cart from the surrounding towns (Irish Mills, Goshen, Prospertown
Bucksburg, Squankum, Arneytown, Shelltown and Blue Bell) to be ground into flour at
his mill, located on Crosswicks Creek as it tumbled out of the lake.  
 About a half mile 

, 
 

nuff Mill. That name indicates that the 

lical 

S. 

1845 as told by some writer

north of Kimmons’ Mill 
was the Stony Ford 
Brook. It was dammed 
with Willow Lake, just 
off of North Main 
Street, being the result. 
There was another mill 
operating there and the 
town that grew around 
it was first named 
Newport, possibly a 
reference to the original 
patentees of Rhode 
Island. There existed at 
the time another town 
of the same name about 
15 miles north and west 
which may have precipitated a name change to S
milled product may have been tobacco as that is the term used to describe such 
enterprises. When the dam burst is not known but both it and Willow Lake were gone 

thfor good, probably before the 20  century came along. 

 KIMMONS was particularly well-stocked during a couple years of crop failure and 
people came to him from miles around for seed and grain. The similarities to the bib
story of JOSEPH and his interpretation of the Egyptian Pharoah’s dreams were 
recognized and the area was informally called “Egypt.” During the Revolutionary War 
GEORGE WASHINGTON is alleged to have said that his Secretary had “been to Egypt and 
had gotten corn there” as his way of saying the flour had been purchased from KIMMON

 Kimmons’ Mills may have been was corrupted over time to Timmins’ Mills or 
COWPERTHWAITE may have sold to a TIMMINS or the source consulted was in error all-
together and no such place name ever existed; either way Kimmons’ Mills may have 
been called Timmins’ Mills at some point. As more grist mills opened, for instance at 
Black’s Mills, Recklesstown, Walnford, Cookstown, Hornerstown, Collier’s Mills, 
Bennett’s Mills, Jacksons Mills and Francis Mills,  the one-time monopoly of Kimmons’ 
Mill was lost.  
 As Kimmons’ Mill and Snuff Mill grew, they eventually met where Main Street 
curves to the northeast becoming North Main Street. In fact Snuff Mill Road can be 
found about a half mile directly north of the town. The two mill towns now meeting 
along Main Street adopted a singular identity and if the tale above is true, used 
WASHINGTON’S comment to provide their new name: Egypt. The “New” was added a few 
years later, but exactly when these changes occurred is not clear. By 1830 it was called 
New Egypt so it is safe to say the change occurred between 1780 and 1820 and not in 

s.  
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 The nearby town of Cassville had been named Goshen as mentioned. Goshen, a 
s 

the 

od second choice.  By 1834 the fame of New 
lipsed by others.  

p and divisions of tracts, MORRIS E. LAMB 
. He built a dam over Crosswicks Creek, or 

d large 
sioned New Egypt becoming a resort town. 
ge the name to Oakford in 1869; a change-of-

e was warranted 
e Oakford Lake. 

ed its 
ry when it 
2 jewelry 

d many 
e Carnival 

lar event 
ided 
ng as 

 with live 
y a businessman vacationed with the family 
uted by train to Philadelphia (about an 

r cry of the sleepy, little town we know now. 
d out as the lake amusements were passed over 
rtant Pemberton-Hightstown Railroad, later the 

headquarters in New Egypt deteriorated and 

s 
 in 

ia 
g 

lbound 
with his or
stands at 40 Main Stre
revelations on polygamy plus h of Mormonism began to fade.  

town along the Nile, was in Egypt so the theme for naming “bread-basket” towns wa
maintained. It is somewhat ironic that Goshen did NOT become New Egypt but by 
time of Goshen’s change of name New Egypt had already been claimed. Since “Egypt” 
was already taken, “Goshen” was a go
Egypt’s corn flour industry had been ec

 After several changes in ownershi
became the major landholder in the area
perhaps enlarged the one KIMMONS built to operate his mill, making Mill Pon
enough for recreational activities. He envi
LAMB persuaded the townspeople to chan
heart the following year changed it back. Perhaps a nod of gratitud
which was fulfilled when Mill Pond becam
 As a resort town, New Egypt reach
peak around the turn of the last centu
boasted 25 hotels & boardinghouses, 
stores, 18 basket factories, 5 bakeries & 
confectionery shops. Oakford Lake hoste
of the vacationers and the annual Lak
held in summer became a spectacu
drawing large crowds. The lake also prov
for hours of boating, fishing and swimmi
well as having several dance pavilions
bands on its shores. Centrally located, man
here during the summer months and comm
hour) or New York (about 1 ½ hours). A fa
 After its heyday, the town petere
in favor of the shore and the once-impo
Union Transportation Company, with 
reduced its 25-mile line. It finally stopped running in the 1970s. 1939 population 500. 

 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints: The golden plates that were the basi
for the Book of Mormon had been revealed to Joseph Smith in Palmyra, New York
1827 and 3 years later New Jersey became a place of recruitment activity by the 
Mormons, for converts. Hornerstown, New Egypt, Toms River and Forked River were 
particular favorites of, at first, Joseph Smith (1805 – 1844) and Brigham Young (1801 – 
1877), then later, Benjamin Winchester (1817 – 1901) and Sam Brannan (1819 – 1889) 
both early church leaders and both eventual ex-Mormons. In 1844 Brannan preached in 
Toms River looking for passengers for the ship Brooklyn he was chartering to set sail for 
San Francisco in the hopes of establishing the Mormon Kingdom of God; the U.S.S. 
Portsmouth beat them by 3 weeks and Yerba Buena became San Francisco and Californ
became the 31st state. The Mormons utilized a Holmansville church prior to it becomin
a Presbyterian church. Joseph Smith supposedly held people in New Egypt spel

atory under the Buttonwood tree on Crosswicks Creek in 1840. That tree still 
et in downtown New Egypt. By the mid-1840s, with Smith’s 

is assassination, the sway 
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CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION 
††††††††††††††††††††† 

 

ccurred prior to Father Mackin’s 1866 
transfer to Trenton. In 1871
Hornerstown Mission was p
the charge of the Franciscan M

oved 
 

the 
t. 

 

 known. 

 was blessed by Bishop Corrigan. Three 

 The first Roman Catholic service 
in the area was held in the home of 
Patrick Quinn in Hornerstown during 
1853, just as our 3rd-great-grandparents, 
JOHN and MARGARET MURPHY, arrived in 
the area from Monageer in County 
Wexford, Ireland. The first priest was 
either pastor of Saint Mary’s Church in 
Bordentown, Father Hugh Lane, or one 
of the Redemptorist Fathers from “old 
Saint Peter’s Church” in Trenton. Soon 
thereafter the congregation had need of 
larger facilities and Father Mackin of 
Bordentown answered that need with the 
purchase of a lot in Hornerstown. He 
later purchased the vacant Mormon 
Church building in Hornerstown and had 
that structure moved to the lot. At this 
time a large stained-glass window 
depicting the Assumption was installed 
at the front of the sanctuary. This 
o

 the 
laced under 

ission 
Fathers of Trenton. The congregation 
decided it needed a new church and the present site in New Egypt was obtained. 
Whether the current edifice was a new structure or was the same building, being m
from Hornerstown, is unclear. Father Peter Jachette, the Franciscan that administered
to the flock, refers to “the New Church in New Egypt” while local residents recall 
names of the people who helped to move the structure from Hornerstown to New Egyp
From the information available, it seems the structure in use now was originally located 
in Hornerstown and moved to the present site. Supposedly, in addition to the move, the 
structure was enlarged by adding approximately 15’ in length. Removing the wall 
containing the beautiful stained-glass window, extending the floor, and reconstructing
the wall had the unpleasant, and perhaps unplanned, consequence of misplacing the 
Assumption window. What happened to this supposedly beautiful window is not
The MURPHY family was deeply involved with this church and the names of several 
relatives appear in the stained-glass windows as well as in the adjacent cemetery. On 15 
November 1874, the Church of the Assumption
years later the parish was incorporated. In 1879 the parish became a mission of Saint 
John’s Church in Allentown, leaving the Franciscan Mission Fathers. The Church 
became a separate and independent parish in the summer of 1947. 
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SALEM COUNTY 

FAMILY NAMES:  SHEPHERD AND WANSBROUGH 
 

COHANSEY AND FENWICK’S COLONY 

 
est New Jersey from LORD BERKELEY in 

16 ed on 
4 O
es d 
ind enwick's 
Co al and refused to pay the Dukes tariffs for 
tra
16 any 
pe
 

settlers were Quakers like FENWICK, and they settled in his Colony 
covering the southwest part of New Jersey. They prospered and opened schools for education. 

hen the county system was instituted to replace the cumbersome Tenths, Fenwick’s Colony 
lus a large tract to the east of the Colony became incorporated into Salem County which 
cluded today’s Cumberland County.  Cumberland County was set off in 1748 and was named 

fter the English Duke of Cumberland.  

COHANSEY BAPTIST CHURCH 
††††††††††††††††††††† 

 ngland in the mid-seventeenth century was gripped by the repressive policies of the 
Lord Protector, OLIVER CROMWELL. Suppression of various religions was vigorously pursued. 
One group of Baptists fled to Ireland and established the Baptist Church in Cloghkeating 
(sometimes spelled as Cleaghkeating) in the Barony of Lower Ormond, in County Tipperary, 
Province of Munster, Ireland. By the early 1680s, several congregants desirous to move 
embarked on a journey to organize a daughter-church in the new world. They found the as-yet-
unsettled South Jersey area to be an ideal location as the Lords Proprietors had long-established a 
degree of religious toleration not found in other colonies. How they came upon this information 
is not known but it is a very real possibility that such information came from our 7th-great-
grandfather THOMAS SHEPPARD. There are indications that Thomas, who was born in England 
around 1646, traveled back and forth at least twice. In 1670 he married ANN WANSBROUGH in 
Salem County, West Jersey. No later than seven years passed before he and ANN are in 
Cloughkeating where their son THOMAS was born. Considered to be one of the founders of the 
Coh y 
with

 FENWICK’S COLONY, accounting for one-tenth of West Jersey, has been previously 
discussed. Briefly then: JOHN FENWICK was born in England in 1618 and joined the Society of
Friends in 1665. He purchased a one-tenth share of W

73, and set sail around the middle of July, 1675 for New Jersey, on the Griffith. He arriv
ctober 1675, and anchored near the mouth of the river now called Salem. FENWICK 

tablished a town which he named Salem which is a Hebrew word meaning peace. He offere
ucements for others to come from England to live in his Colony, which was called "F
lony".  He set up a government which was illeg
velling the Delaware (also illegal) therefore he ended up in prison in New York twice. By 
82 he had enough and sold his shares to WILLIAM PENN. He died the following year. M
ople from England purchased land from FENWICK and joined his colony.  

The indigenous people’s name of Canahockink Creek (with several variants) became 
corrupted to Cohansey Creek. The creek became a river and initially divided what was a single 
settlement into the separate towns of "North Cohansey" and "South Cohansey." Eventually, no 
longer separated, Cohansey itself was changed to Bridgeton in 1686.  
 Most of the first 

W
p
in
a
 

E

ansey church in 1683, it is a safe assumption that THOMAS and ANN returned to West Jerse
 a larger number of coreligionists in that year. 
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 JOHN FENWICK had increased this well-known toleration after his 1673 purchase in West 
Jersey. The Cohansey Baptist Church was organized in 1683; its’ founding members, all 
possessing English surnames, included 5 SHEPHERD brothers (at that time spelled SHEPPARD): 
DAVID, JOHN, JAMES, JOB and THOMAS, who is our 7th great-grandfather. The mother-church 
flourished for well over a hundred years and on 31 March 1838, its’ pastor sent a letter and a 
hymn-book to REVEREND HENRY SMALLEY, Pastor of the daughter-church, inquiring on the 
growth and progress of the offspring. Some time after 1838, the Cloghkeating mother-church 
ceased to exist, for reasons not yet discovered.  
  
 A brief church history written by the REVEREND ROBERT KELSEY, pastor of the Cohansey 
Baptist Church and sent to MORGAN EDWARDS, a Baptist historian from the late 18th century 
makes specific mention of our Shepherd ancestors:  

About the year 1683 some Baptists from the County of Tipperary in Ireland settled in the 
neighborhood of Cohansey; particularly DAVID SHEPPARD, THOMAS ABBOTT, WILLIAM 

BUTTON, etc. Those names are all English names and their parents were probably among the 
large number of English Protestants who settled in Ireland after the subjugation by the 
parliamentary forces under CROMWELL in 1651. 

... [T]here is specific proof as to some of these settlers being Baptists. DAVID SHEPPARD had 
brothers, JOHN, THOMAS and JAMES who came with him and also settled in Back Neck. 
JOHN’S and THOMAS’S children and grandchildren were nearly all members of this church, 
and THOMAS himself in 1712 was a delegate from this church to the Philadelphia Association.  

 The congregation worships in the 4th building to serve this community. Pictured below, 
it was bu t of 
Bridgeton (Cohansey). 

 





ilt in 1801 and is located in Roadstown in Cumberland County, about 4 miles wes

 

 
 
 
 





















 66



 

The best, as always, has been saved for last! 





MERCER COUNTY 
FAMILY NAMES:  KUTARNIA, MATELENA, PARKER, SMITH AND SOUTHARD 

 The county is a relative newcomer on the scene of New 
Jersey history, being formed in February 1838 and named after 
General Hugh Mercer (1726 – 1777) of Revolutionary War fame 
who was mortally wounded at the Battle of Princeton on the 3rd of 
January in 1777. The wounded Mercer, refusing to leave the field of 
battle after being impaled by bayonets7 times, was placed on the 
trunk of a fallen white oak tree before being removed to the 
makeshift hospital where Declaration of Independence signor 
Benjamin Rush attended his wounds unsuccessfully for 9 days. That 
oak became known as the Mercer Oak and is a prominent feature of the Seal of Mercer County. 

 The County was created from portions of three counties and contained, in its original 
form, the Townships of East and West Windsor which came from Middlesex County; 
Nottingham (which became Nottingham and Hamilton four years later) from Burlington Co
Lawrence (Maidenhead) and Ewing (the remnant of the former Trenton Township) Townships
plus the City of Trenton from Hunterdon County. 

unty; 
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TON   
st permanent English settler in what is now 

 group of Yorkshire Quakers that had purchased
SEY.  A deed of 7 March 1677 transferred “1
three others to STACY, “tanner, of Dorehouse” in 
d, dated 10 October, concerns a tract that 
d of the navigable waters of the De La Wa

TREN

 MAHLON STACY is considered to be the fir
TRENTON. STACY was the lead investor of a small  
large tracts in the northern part of WEST NEW JER -100 
of an undivided half-lot” from WILLIAM PENN & 
County of York & four others. A second 1677 dee
extended south from Assunpink Creek near the hea rr 
River (Trenton) to Rancocas Creek in BURLINGTON

with a house, “in the Falls meadows” on 8 Decem
was purchased by STACY & friends in July 1683. L
Delaware” in November 1684; 100 acres at the Fal 6; 
1,000 acres in July 1687 on a creek running into th

6; 
is 

e 

. 

e 

 
 

 

 OWNSHIP

AIDENHEAD AWRENCEVILLE that we know which 
was named in honor of CAPTAIN JAMES LAWRENCE (1781 – 1813), United States Navy, Commander 
of the USS Chesapeake who famously uttered “Don’t give up the ship. Fight her till she sinks” after 
being mortally wounded. TRENT built his manor house, Bloomsbury Court on King, later Warren, 
Street between 1716 and 1719. The house, the oldest structure in the city, was moved from its 
original South Warren Street location to 15 Market Street where it now stands as the WILLIAM 

 and called the FIRST TENTh. He bought 6 acres, 
ber 1681. 2,000 acres north of the Assunpink Creek 
and purchases continued: 200 acres “along the 
les “above Saint Pink’s Creek” on 21 January 168
e Assunpink bounded by the Shabbaconke Run and 

“a great and hideous swamp;” 1,300 acres on Shabbacunck Creek in May 1694; 200 acres “in the forks 
of Shabbacunck Creek” above Saint Pink’s Creek on 22 June 1695; “1-12 of a share” on 21 March 169
between 2 & 3 acres on Burlington Island purchased before February 1697 to name a few of h
purchases. When the Tenth system was abandoned in favor of the County system in 1694, the whol
of the purchases were within BURLINGTON COUNTY. In 1714 all land north of the Assunpink became 
part of the newly created HUNTERDON COUNTY. 

 In 1678 STACY and some 20 Yorkshire Quakers sailed from STOCKTON, ENGLAND on the 
Shield to settle the territory. On the south side of the creek it was now referred to as the YORKSHIRE 

TENTH. They spent that winter in the fort at BURLINGTON and sailed up the river from Burlington 
to their new settlement of “YE FFALLES OF YE DE LA WARR” in the spring of 1679. “YE FFALLES 
…” encompassed what is now the city of TRENTON plus the townships of HOPEWELL and EWING

TRENTON was specifically “AT YE FFALLES” while Hopewell was “ABOVE YE FFALLES.” The 
Delaware River Falls was never a waterfall in the familiar sense of the word; it described a six-mil
section of the river where the water level drops about eighteen feet through which navigation is not 
possible, the importance of which is attested to by the area’s earliest European name Delaware Falls.  

 STACY’S home, Dore House, sat on his plantation, Ballifield, the same name of his ancestral 
home. It contained about one-third of the sixteen hundred acres he owned at that time .Most of the 
purchases listed above were made after he had already settled here. He built a grist mill on the south
bank of the Assunpink Creek, adjacent to the York Road. This thoroughfare would go through a few
name changes: to Queen Street and Greene Street, before becoming the familiar Broad Street. 

 Second in importance, if only because he was the second major land-holder chronologically, 
is WILLIAM TRENT. TRENT was from PHILADELPHIA where he was Speaker of the Assembly for 
PENNSYLVANIA. He purchased all of MAHLON STACY’s lands from his estate in 1714.  TRENTON

TOWNSHIP was carved from the older SOUTH HOPEWELL T  in 1719. The village of 
M  was just starting out and would become the L
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T HOUSE. Trent also laid out plans 
end of town and the base fronting the rive
and Queen Streets, which we know as War

 KING GEORGE II issued a Royal Charter 
for the “Borough and Town of Trenton” in 1726, appointing THOMAS CADWALLADER, Esquire
chief burgess with JOSEPH DECOU numbered among the other dozen burgesses. The “Old 
Barracks” were built in 1758 during the French and Indian War (1754 – 1763) and first occupied by 
a regiment of Scottish Highlanders! The war was fought between France, Spain, and New F
with their indigenous allies, the Algonquin, Lenape, Wyandot, Ojibwa, Ottawa, Shawnee and 
Mi’kmaq tribes opposing Great Britain, British America and the allied Iroquois Confederacy. Note 
that the local natives, the Lenape, fought against the Brits. The Old Barracks is the sole survivor of
the line of similar fortifications that ran the length of the British-occupied Eastern seaboard. 
 Much is readily available on the Revolutionary Battle of Trenton so I only include th
following item which I had never heard before. WASHINGTON’S plan was for the American forces t
effect crossing of the Delaware River at three places, and then to converge on the Hessian outpost 
at Trenton and other outlying Briti

RENT for a triangle-shaped village with the ‘point’ at the north 
r. Very small in size, Trent’s Town was bordered by King 
ren and Broad Streets respectively. At the ‘point’ these 

two main streets met with Pennington, Brunswick 
and Lawrenceville Roads. The ‘point’ is now the 
site of the Battle Monument. By 1720 the still 
small town that we know as T  was being 

rance 

 

e 
o 

sh posts. Of the three, the only one that succeeded was the one at 

 
at the 

 

vern on the southwest corner of Second and King Streets, or State and Warren 

e 
s) 

RENTON

called TRENT’S TOWN. It was TRENT who 
renamed YE FFALLES as TRENTON before 
donating the land to HUNTERDON COUNTY and 
not the inhabitants who did so “as a gesture of 
gratitude” as is often found.  In 1723 Trent 
returned to public service becoming the Speaker 
of the Assembly for New Jersey. He died on 
Christmas Day in 1724 at Bloomsbury Court. 

 as 

McConkey's Ferry in Upper Makefield, which WASHINGTON himself commanded (and which we 
know, appropriately, as Washington’s Crossing). A contingent led by GENERAL JAMES EWING, 
which was to cross just below Trenton, failed because of the ice and the weather, as did another 
headed by COLONEL JOHN CADWALADER near Bristol. 
 In its first quest for a capital under the Articles of Confederation, the young nation turned its
eyes towards Trenton in the 1780s. In 1783 New Jersey’s congressional delegates proposed th
city be made the capital of the confederation after the problems with epidemics that plagued the first
congresses in Philadelphia. Southern opposition resulted in the decision to have the capital alternate 
between Trenton and Annapolis, Maryland. Congress met in Annapolis and Princeton in 1783 and 
Annapolis and Trenton in 1784. On 1 November 1784 the national Congress, then of the 
Confederation of United States of America, met for fifty-four days in Trenton, until 24 December. 
The French Arms Ta
as we know them now, served as the nation’s capital with meetings held in the 43 by 20 foot “Long 
Room” on the main floor. After this one session, Congress had second thoughts and voted to mov
to New York City for the better accommodations (without much opposition from Southerner
where it remained until the Confederacy ended in 1789.  
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 Another search for a permanent 
capital coincided with the creation of the 
Federation of the United States created in 
1789 under the United States Constitution. 
Amid heated debates and back room deals, 
the Compromise of 1790 passes and Trenton, 
New Jersey misses becoming the nation’s 
new capital by a single vote! The Compromise 
was a national capital located in the southern 
slave states in exchange for the southern 

Hunterdon County Court House which was built in 1719 and used until 1780. With the 1714 creation
of Hunterdon it seems that the area of Trenton was within Hopewell Township at first, then South 
Hopewell Township before Trenton Township was created in 1719. Before 1714 the area was 
Burlington County. 
 South of Assunpink Creek was the Borough of South Trenton, located in the now-defunct 
Nottingham Township. Nottingham was divided into two unequal parts in 1842 – the lion’s share 
became Hamilton Township. The whole of the remaining small section, besides retaining the 
Nottingham name, became the Borough of South Trenton. The merging of three separate, small 
communities – Lamberton, Mill Hill and Bloomsbury – created the Borough. Two of those remain 
familiar to residents, but Bloomsbury is all-but-gone. In 1834 Bloomsbury’s population was about 
900; a bridge crossed the Delaware there and there were many steamboat landings and wharves. 

votes needed for the federal government to 
assume the war debts of the individual states. 
How Trenton figured in this is anybodies 
guess; especially since it was just five years 
after Congress fled due to the absence of 
suitable facilities.  Federal City Road is one 
lasting reminder of Trenton’s brief time as the federal capital. A consolation prize went to the city 
later in the year – Trenton was named the state capital on 12 November 1790. Residents on both 
sides of the Assunpink, the land then being in Hunterdon & Burlington Counties, petitioned the 
state legislature for a town charter but failed because of the two-county thing (made ironic when one 
considers that it was only in two counties because the legislature made it that way in 1714); when the 
Hunterdon side decided to go it alone, they were successful. After being the national capital (54 
days) and state capital (2 years), the City of Trenton was (finally) legally chartered on 13 November 
1792. The city took a large bite out of the township of the same name; the remains of Trenton 
Township became Ewing Township in 1834. Besides Trenton, there was a second town in Trenton 
Township: Birmingham was located five miles northwest of the city. During the summer of 1793, 
Trenton once again became the young nation’s capital (not of choice but of necessity as the current 
capital of Philadelphia had to be evacuated due to a yellow fever epidemic there). 
 The island at which many summer days were passed swinging from the “monkey rope” was 
created at the end of the 17th century when a “great rupture” of land occurred from the Crewcorne 
(now Morrisville) side of the river. The land, “torn asunder” from Falls Township, was left to float 
in the middle of the Delaware ever since.  
 Remember, before the formation of Mercer County in 1838, everything south of Assunpink 
Creek was the part of Burlington County named Nottingham Township; this Township was 
originally part of the “Yorkshire Tenth” in West Jersey. North of the creek was Hunterdon County 
with the odd-sounding result being the first municipal building in Mercer County (Trenton) was the 

 

all in 
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 Trenton’s description depends on points-of-reference – natural boundaries such as rivers 
and creeks litter early descriptions, then “name” descriptions wherein a borough of such-n-such is 
added to the city, ward numbers followed and are continued today because the city council 
members are elected by ward and by directional “wards” as well. The starting point is the city-
c  the intersection of State and Broad Streets. Broad Street was named as such in 1889 because, 
according to some, it was broad; using the same logic, why not call it Street Street ‘cause it is a
after all! Quite possibly the real reason was that was the name of the road once over the Assunpink 
into Hamilton Township. Before it was Broad, it was Greene and before that it was Queen and 
York before that (in colonial times; as well King became Warren, Second became State, Third 
became Hanover, and Fourth became Academy). The natural boundaries include the Delaware

enter,
 street 

 

eir Italian market at 421 Princeton Avenue). The feeder runs on 
 State Street and along the river past Cadwalader Park and 

th Trenton into Hamilton (along White City Lake) and joining 
ered along the over-grown tow-paths as kids, coming across the 

ndoned barge and having a try at hopping aboard the passing trains.  

River and Assunpink Creek while the Delaware & 
main man-made border. The 44-mile m
does through Mercer County, but is rou
connects the Delaware River (at Bo
22-mile “feeder” canal connects with t
to the Five Points area, a block from th
spent his youth as his parents ran th
a north-south axis heading north behind
crossing the Assunpink, through Sou
the river in Bordentown. We wand
odd half-sunken and long-aba

Raritan Canal, completed in 1834, provides the 
ain Canal runs the same east-to-west course that the Creek 
ghly three-quarters of a mile to the north. The Canal 

rdentown) with the Raritan River (at New Brunswick) while its 
he Delaware north of the city. The canal joins its feeder close 
e Battle Monument. (This is where GRANDPOP MATELENA 
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 In 1850 the city expanded - south of the creek
Canal tak h. The 
e nant of Lamb

d to history. 
art of the City from 1792 

4 where it 
d, Millham Township in 

Hamilton. The 
 of City land that 
nd the River. 

Borough in Hamilton (including Saint 
rancis Hospital, established 1874) to the east. The Borough achieved some notoriety as it was the 

e of the o n of “ er Ed talking horse.” The Borough of Wilbur was annexed by the 

nnexed by the City in 1900. 
en mentioned already; what would be 

called South Ward is actually known to this day as South Trenton; West Ward encompasses the 
Cadwalader Park area; North Ward  ough of as 
being downtown) heading north to Olden Avenue
communities were established at both rth Ward, Mom was born at the northern end 
(Spruce Street) while her Dad grew u
 

The Swamp Angel  In the summer of 1863, Fort Sumter continued to protect 
ce the surrender of both the city and 
uilt some 4.5 miles from town and 

received its gun on the 17 d 11-foot bore depth allowed the 
cannon, weighing over 8 rt of the city! If the threat of 
shelling did not bring abo mployed. 
 The Confederate  in the still of the early morning hours of 
August 22nd, the cannon r al Church – sustained the impact 
just after 1:30 am. Before ts. The hoped-for surrender did 
not come during the follow
lobbing 200-pound canno
Swamp Angel had a majo
surrender – the impact wa
 After 36 shots, th

number of years(!) before being m
its more familiar and rustic location in 
Cadwalader Park where scores of 
Trenton’s youth have climbed over
once-threatening angel for decades. 
(whose brilliant idea was this?) 

 to Cass Street and east from the River to the 
ing the Mill Hill area and much of the Lamberton portion of South Trenton Boroug

r m erton continued south from Cass Street to Lalor Street along the river. Six years 
later the City annexed the rest of Lamberton and Nottingham Township was consigne
 The section of the City known as East Trenton or East Ward was p
to 1844 and again after 1888. This area was annexed by Lawrence Township in 184
remained for almost four decades. It became the independent, and short-live
1882 which was reunited with the City in 1888 as was the Chambersburg section of 
southern border moved from Cass to Lalor Street, except for the small protrusion
encompasses Riverview Cemetery on the south side of Lalor between the Canal a
Chambers Street divided Trenton to the west from Wilbur 
F
hom w er Mist  the 
City in 1898 (Good thing this was done, otherwise Trenton High would have been in Hamilton 
Township!) and one other small section of Hamilton was a
 The City, in terms of directions: East Ward has be

starts at the Battle Monument (which I always th
wick Avenue. Italian-American  along Bruns

 extremes of No
p at the southern end (Battle Monument). 

Charleston, South Carolina. It was hoped that Union forces could for
the forts in the harbor by threatening to shell the city. A battery was b

th of August. The 8-inch-diameter bore an
tons, to fire a 200-pound cannon ball into the hea
ut surrender, then real shelling would be e
 forces did not respond to the threat and
oared to life; its target – Saint Michael's Episcop
 day break, another 15 shot would terrify residen
ing day so the cannon roared to life once again after the sun set, regularly 

n balls into the city. That night, as the 20th shot was off, the barrel burst. The 
r impact, but not of the South – the Confederates did not yield; the city did not 
s felt by automobile drivers on Perry Street in Trenton! 

e cracked 
Swamp Angel was scrapped. It was 
rescued by the City of Trenton. The quiet 
cannon stood guard, fouling traffic no 
doubt, in the middle of Perry Street for a 

oved to 

Greater 
 the 
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Food is big in Trenton and not only within the S  family 

 Tomato pies have  including 
Joe's Tomato Pies (defunct and Pa
(Chambersburg). The most
DeLorenzo's. "Phil"
“misstatement of fact” when he claimed he coined the phrase in the 1940s!!! 

 Pork roll born 1856 909), NJ 
politician & Trentonian of 

 

D JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

mber 1    

ard Street 

Trenton Junior High School Number 2. “Opene

rchite
n’s sc
r & Ch

) Junior High when its location, 
s deemed optimal for such a school. It 

ior 2’s student population 
verflow from next door and 

elementary grades only! Trenton Junior High School Number 2 had elementary and 
high school students, but NO junior high school students! 

Junior 3 opened in 1924 and 2 years la e 10th grade was crammed in! 

< Junior 4

   Opened
   Dayton e 
  
  

MITH

been on Trenton menus since the 1910's,
) pa's Tomato Pies, in “the ‘burg” 
 famous (and nationally rated) tomato pies are at 
 Pratico of Chambersburg said he made a 

 (Trenton) to JOHN TAYLOR (1836 – 1
peculiar epicurean skills! 

TRENTON’S LESS-THAN-CREATIVELY-NAME

 Remember them? Junior 1, Junior 4, etc…. 

 

Trenton Junior High School 

Open

Nu

ed 1916 
On Princeton A

 

 

venue, near South

d” 1917. 

cturally 
hools, it was 
estnut 

Streets. First named the Carroll 
Robbins School. Upon opening it was 
joined by the Hewitt Teacher’s School 
which moved from an unsatisfactory campus; operated until 1917.  

Junior 2 became the 2nd (obviously
next to the high school, wa
was dedicated in 1917. By 1926 Jun
consisted of the 11th & 12th grade o

Arguably the most a
significant of Trento
built in 1908 on Tyle

ter, the whole of th

   “Dad’s school” 

 1926    (A Junior 5 opened as 
Street     well, but a planned on

     next to the ‘new’ high 
     school never did) 



 

TRENTON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ed and graduated from was 

 had 296 in its first year. It 
e intersection with Market 

t. 
 

Hamilton Avenue and Chestnut Street, it was de

the mid-1920s only had room for a part of the 11
 

3”!  Its l  w ed
1932 (b ing

   The third Trenton 
Central High School 
opened in 1933 at 
Chambers Street 
and Hamilton 
Avenue. Located on 

cre 
 

bought by the City in 
1922, the site was 

originally planned to hold another junior high school as well. Our parents graduated from here 
(1942 and 1947) while we learned te nd, for some reason, picked the dandelion 
leaves for sala
school was a na ion l
gymnasiums, 5 libraries, a 
cup chandeliers, and even 
apartm
school fe

teachers:
then-VP
QUAYLE  bee. 
NOT!
wrong!! ability 
to put junior ls? 

 The school our parents attend
the third high school to bear this name. 

 The first Trenton Central High School opened October 
1874. Designed for 304 students, it

 Broad S
gh schoo

ementary School. 

was located on Mercer Street near th
t from Street, just two blocks distan

er County the very familiar Merc
 SouthCourthouse on tree

l until 1901

ool opened at 
dicated 8 April 

ust 4 years and by 
th & 12th graders, 

rs went to “Junior
 to 3 decades by the time it closed in 

This was the hi
 it became the William after which

McKinley El

 The second Trenton Central High Sch

1901. The high school reached full-capacity in j

the rest went to “Junior 2” next door; 10th grade
ife as stretch
e  over-capacity since 1905!). 

the former 36-a
Chambers Farm

nnis there a
ds there (those on our lawn were weeds). The 

t a  s ns en it opened, having 4 e ation wh
1500-seat auditorium with Lenox 

e 
a fully-furnished 2-room 

conomics! Thent for a hands-on approach to home e
ll far, being called AMERICA’S WORST HIGH SCHOOL 

in the 1980s.  

As a testament to 
the dedication and 

 in 1992, 
 DAN 

 “misspelled” potato at a Trenton spelling
 He had it right; the teachers’ panel spelled it 

 But is that surprising given Trenton’s in
HS students in the junior high schoo

quality of Trenton’s 
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C

         Basketball: 

         Home Room



an you guess correctly? 
Match the names below with the pictures. 

 

1. MARGARET R. SMITH, THS Class of ‘35 
         Leaders Corps: ’33, ‘34, ‘35 
         Commerce Club: ‘35 
         Speedball: ‘34 

‘34 

 president: ‘33 

NA, THS Class of ‘44 

H, THS Class of ‘42 

TELENA, THS Class of ‘47 

 Squad: ’46, ‘47 
 
5. HELEN SMITH, THS Class of ‘31 
   “Smitty” 
        “The Female Champion Pugilist” 

      Hockey: ’29, ‘30 
           Basketball: ’30, ‘31 
 
6. VALENTINE W. SMITH, THS Class of ‘42 
     Academic Clinician 
     Hall Patrol 
     Historical Society 

 
2. MARIE MATELE

 
3. KATHRYN SMIT

 
4. ALBERTA J. MA

   “Peaches” 
   Cheerleading

     Service Corps 
 
7. MARY T. MISLAN, THS Class of ‘32 
   “May” 
   “In every rank, great or small 
    ‘Tis industry supports us all.” 
   Chairman, Commerce Club: ’31, ‘32 
   National Honor Society: “Continuing” 
        First Place, Advanced Bookkeeping: ‘32 
   “Hon. Med.”: ’31, ‘32 
 
8. DOROTHY MATELENA, THS Class of ‘42 
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP

 As mentioned, Nottingham Township was split 
became Hamilton Township while the smaller portion retained the original nam
Nottingham Township is often called “Old Nottingham
HAMILTON (1755 – 1804), but indirectly; the township too
which was named in honor of the first United States Secretary
by Quakers, one notable landmark that carries with it m
emigrant from Nottingham, England. This land owner bestow



 
unevenly in 1842. The larger portion 

e. (The original 
”) Its name honors ALEXANDER 

k its name from Hamilton Square 
 of the Treasury. Originally settled 

any memories was built in 1708 by an 
ed on the township the name of the 

English county he left behind: Nottingham. We know 
ouse, 

. 

e 
 

tation 

the family farm, on 30 September 16
MARGARET WATSON. WILLIAM’S w  

 
 8 

 

 

moothing the skins of bear, deer, elk, beaver 
r, 

 local Indian archaeology. He published two 
utstan g volume work. in Stone, Bone and 

him far better by the name bestowed upon his h
the WATSON HOUSE! The house, overlooking both 
Spring Lake and Rowan Lake, is located in John A
Roebling Park and serves as headquarters of the New 
Jersey State Society of the National Society of th
Daughters of the American Revolution. The house
was built by ISAAC WATSON on his father’s plan
of Farnsfield in Nottingham Township, Burlington 
County. WILLIAM WATSON was born at Farnsfield, 

39 in Kirklington, Nottingham County to RICHARD and 
ife was named ANN and she had died by 1684. WILLIAM, his

sons ISAAC, JOHN and WILLIAM, his daughter ELIZABETH and servants WILLIAM BLAIR and JOHN

ABBOTT sailed from Bristol during May 1684 on the Bristol Merchant arriving in Philadelphia
weeks later. In the autumn the family moved up the Delaware to settle the new Farnsfield
plantation. This plantation was 665 acres and by 1882 had been divided into the farms of DR. 
CHARLES ABBOTT (110 acres) named Three Beeches, MARGARET ABBOTT (180 acres), I.N. 
BURTON (100 acres), CALEB PITMAN (110 acres, site of Hamilton High School West) and
ANDREW ROWAN (165 acres), the last of which included the 1708 WATSON HOUSE. 

 Did the Vikings visit Trenton? Excavations done at the Abbott Farm known as "Three 
Beeches," revealed that both the. Lenape Indians and the Vikings made smooth, hard surface 
slickstones and utilized them in a similar fashion in s
and muskrat. Dr. Charles Conrad Abbott (1843-1919), naturalist, archaelogist and write
published a 20-page research paper on the topic: "The Stone Age in New Jersey," in 1875. 
Dr. Abbott received his Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1865 
but, instead of practicing medicine, he became affiliated with the Peabody Museum in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts as the resident expert in
o din s [Primitive Industry or Illustrations of the Handi
Clay, of the Native Races of the Northern Atlantic Seaboard of America (1881) and 
Archaeologia Nova Caesarea (1907)] that secured for him the reputation as THE authority 
the life and culture of ancient peoples of the Delaware Valley.  

 WHITE HORSE was named for a tavern of the same name that served the stagecoac
roads and YARDVILLE was named after that t

on 

h 
own’s first postmaster, JOHN YARD. And BROAD 

d to STREET, the stage road from Trenton to Yardville was, well, Broad Street – the name change
Greene Street once you crossed the Assunpink Creek and entered the city. 
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 Remember “WELSH’S MANSION” at the top of 
WELSH’S HILL (where we used to go sledding locally)? That 
house was built in 1797 and is the ABBOTT-DECOU 

HOMESTEAD. It was added to the National Register of 
Historical Places (#76001160) in 1976. Located at 58 
Soloff Drive, the “DECOU” was PETER DECOU, a later 
tenant of the place. The “ABBOTT” was SAMUEL ABBOTT 
(1749 – 1828) and it is also known as the SAMUEL & LUCY 
ABBOTT HOMESTEAD. Just which DECOU gave their 
surname to DECOU VILLAGE I have yet to discover. (Never 
did find out just who WELSH was either). 

 Remember BOW HILL MANSION on Jeremiah 
Avenue (DeKlyn Lane) about a half-mile off Lalor Street? 
That’s also on the National Register of Historical Places 
(#73001111) being added in 1973. It also goes by the name 
BARNT DEKLYN HOUSE and the current structure was 
finished in 1787 by this French Huguenot refugee from 
Boston. The structure replaced an earlier one in which 
WILLIAM T NT lived for a time; that building had 24 RE

rooms on the ground floor! It was destroyed by fire in 
November 1785. In 1820 and 1821 DEKLYN rented the 
mansion to his good friend JOSEPH BONAPARTE who was 

living at POINTE BREEZE in Bordentown. BONAPARTE wanted it for his American “wife” 
ANNETTE SAVAGE who was shunned by Philadelphia society; she fared no better in Trenton. 
Remember the rumored “secret passageway?” Well, the ru e mor is true – there is a hidden passag
that allowed BONAPARTE to visit his mistress in secret, entering her bedroom through a hidden 
door. BARNT DEKLYN died in 1824 and the mansion passed to his daughter KITTY LALOR. After 
standing vacant for almost 50 years, Ham  ilton Township purchased it in 1949. Lacking funds for
restoration the township sold the property to SIMON REDNOR and JOSEPH RAINEAR who, in turn, 
sold it to the Ukranian American Society in 1967. This section of Hamilton is called 
DEUTZVILLE after ADAM C. DEUTZ of Cologne, Germany, who bought 32 acres in 1859 and 
established a jewelry factory that he ran until 1873.  
 CHAMBERSBURG was part of Hamilton until the mid-1880s. Larger than today’s 
Chambersburg section, it ran east from the Canal to Chambers Street, between Cass Street and 
the Assunpink Creek. Across Chambers Street and circling around further east and north, ending 
(also) at the Assunpink Creek (near Greenwood Cemetery) was the little-recalled BOROUGH OF 

WILBUR (Oh, the talking-horse thing was a joke). 
 
 HAMILTON has had its share of fame:  

 MEGAN’S LAW was named after the 1994 kidnap, rape and murder of 7-year old Megan 
Kanka. Perpetrated by a violent sex offender who had only recently moved across the street 
from the Kanka family in Hamilton, Megan’s mother Maureen was a classmate of the 
author’s at Hamilton High School West. 

 AMERITHRAX: The 2001 anthrax attacks through the mailing of 7 letters, all postmarked 
Trenton, but processed through the U.S. Postal Service’s facility in Hamilton Township 
caused 22 infections of which 5 people died. The letters were sent using the mailbox at 10 
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Nassau Street in Princeton. The FBI investigation concluded only last year that this was the 
work of one man: Dr. Bruce Ivins, a government researcher in the field of biodefense 
employed by the US Army at Fort Detrick, Maryland. In July 2008 the FBI informed Dr. 
Ivins of their intent to prosecute. Dr. Ivins responded by swallowing a bottle of Tylenol 
which destroyed his liver and killed the doctor 2 days later. Hamilton’s postal facility was 
reopened in March 2005 after a $65 million clean-up. 

 THE WHITE HORSE CIRCLE: was 1 of 101 traffic circles built in New Jersey before World 
War II the rotary design was considered a safe and efficient way to handle traffic at 
complicated intersections. Significant enough to warrant an entry in the online resource 
Wikipedia. 

 
 

Before turning the page,  

can you name this building? 
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What the future may hold 
 We may want to look to Trenton for real estate investment opportunities. Rising sea 
levels due to global warming are projected to be about five feet. Such a rise would place Trenton 
right on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. Coastal properties have always fetched the highest 
prices for real estate the world over and with the inundation of not only the spectacular Jersey 
Shore but the overly-developed areas of Manhattan, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., Trenton 
stands poised to reap the benefit of such a cataclysmic event.  
 Trenton stands alone among all cities of the United States for it has served as the capitol 
city at every level of government – it has been: 

 COUNTY SEAT of Mercer County since 1838,  
 STATE CAPITOL of New Jersey since 1790, and was the 
 NATIONAL CAPITOL of the United States, not once, but twice: 1790 and 1793.  

 It stands to be the Seaside Heights and the Washington, D.C. of the future. Of course, any 
such investment will be a long-term one, but one that will benefit our descendants. Perhaps the 
time of the SMITH DIASPORA is coming to an end; a return to our geographic roots may be called 
for; with careful planning we could lead the world yet-to-come – as TITANS OF FINANCE or even 
THE RULING MONARCHS……… 

……………or not. 
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THE NEW JERSEYMAFIA 
 
Background and Highlights 

Until the mid-1800s, the southern portion of Italy, along with Sicily, was controlled by foreign governments – 
NAPOLEON BONAPARTE and the BOURBON Kings of France, the HAPSBURGS of Spain and Austria - each in turn saw fit 
to plunder the resources of this once advanced and cultured area. Naples exhibited the earliest signs of the Renaissance 
and it flourished there while other places would wait for decades to catch up. The first railroad was Neapolitan; the 
palace at Caserta was modeled after Versailles and revivals it in splendor. The plundering of the south’s resources with 
no investment in the substructure led to the destruction of the very resources desired. Because of the neglect af
Sicily and Caserta by the authorities in Paris, Madrid, Vienna, Rome and elsewhere, the population often had to resort to
ingenious methods to get things done. Without the help of “friends” a town would not have a school, a hospital, even
roads. Out of necessity was born the underground quasi-government that managed to secure the means for develo
for almost every thing – sewage systems, roads, ho

forded 
 

 
pment 

spitals – along with other businesses, such as “protection” from 
ee. 

re ciety”  the pop
g 

ain. An 
 defines it as a neologism denoting bravado, while another, just eight years later, says it is the equivalent 

of a gang. One possibility comes e Night of the 
Sicilian Vespers. In 1 er cry “Ma fia! Ma 
fia!” (My ughter! M  daug naled the begi  massacre that cleared Sicily of the ruling, and thoroughly 
d renc

On the d, sev ed in different areas. The best-known is the Camòrra of 
N nd Ca mber th t ps te set about duplicating the system they 
kn thers  in C silischi in Lucania and the Sacro Corona Unita in Puglia.  

The of th en  st t es of the 
American off  both mò a e from 
Springfield, Massachusetts, turned states e in May and June 1916. Most of the evolving American families were 
st iate  the olitan am  t
precedence. The bloodiest battles of the rs would not be Camòrra against Mafia but Mafia against Mafia. The capos 
of para che w a piec e Ne l fiercely protective of 
th  vill ; ou are tru h used by centuries of 
fo ulers a r  origi nside
Campanilisti owe rch v
suspect. The  factions pitted th cosche against the Castellamarese one. After 4 years of murders, 
th as over… nd the v as … a F  LUCIANO. In the spring of 1931 
he organized the murder of t s fro o and in the autumn he ordered the murder of the Castellamarese boss. 
Be  the CIA ineated New Yo u his plan to create the 11-
member Commissione sup  LC n. osses of the Philadelphia, 
B Chicago, Cleveland, it and leans d, 
immediately fulfilled its mo nt : th n

Before diving into th y e Jersey mob, 
impact on Je art  a s
Philly family and then come rky waters…. 

 
Big 5           (No, not sporting goods!) 

PA           YR  SURN R       FOUNDER  SPHERE OF INFLUENCE

government investigations….. all for a f
On Sicily, the Onorato Societá or “Hono d So  developed to meet the needs of ulace. The Societá 

was a loose alliance, or consorteria, of clans or families, called cosche. The alliance was called the Amico degli Amici meanin
“Friend of Ours.” The head of the family was the capo. The term Mafia was also used but its’ origins are uncert
1868 dictionary

from an alleged occurrence during what has become to be known as th
282 a mother witnessed the rape of her daughter in a church by a French soldier. H

da
espised, F

y
h.  

hter!) sig

eral similar organizations 

nning of a

formmainlan
serta. Me
were the N’drangheta
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first years 
shoots of

e 20th c
 the Ca

tury saw the
rra and the M

art of 
fia. Th

he fight for control of the lucrative enterpris
 “first” mob informant, ANTONIO NOTARO 

evidenc
-based C

 mob wa
ill assoc d with either  Neap òrra or he Sicilian-based Mafia, though the latter would take 

 two se
eir own

te Mafia cos
age or town

anted 
tsiders 

e of th
not to be 

w Wor
sted. T

d racquets. Italians and Sicilians are 
is was born from the decimation ca

reign r nd corrupt p
 – a campanile is th

warring Mafia

actices
e bell-t

nating i
r of a chu

 the Vati
 and e

can walls. The Italians even have a word for this attitude: 
erything out of hearing range from the church bell was 

e Palermo 
. Lercar

m Palerm
e w war a ictor w

he bos
riddi….the birth place of LUCKY

tween murders, LU

 that 
NO del
ervised

rk’s 5 r
The Com

ling families, and then he put 
missione was made up by the bN in actio

uffalo, Detro New Or families plus 
e nami

the 5 NY bosses. The Commissione, duly create
g of the boss of each of the 2 dozen Mafia families. st importa

rk
function

e mu
The ch

s the mu

waters of th
 below gives

a quick dip in some clearer waters that have a large 
is of the Big 5. Following that is a short discussion on the rsey is in order.  synop

RENT         AME           Y               BIRTH – DEATH  

      BON    GIUSEPPE BONNANO   (1905 – 2002) BRONX 
LUCIANO     (‘31)  GENO    VITO GENOVESE            (1897 – 1969) BROOKLYN 
G NO (‘31)   LUC 3)   GAETANO LUCCHESE   (1899 – 1967) MANHATTAN, EAST 
M NO (‘31 GAM 7)    G I UEENS 
P I   LOM 64 OLOMBO            (1914 – 1978)  MANHATTAN, WEST 

 

NANO   (‘31)
VESE  (’57)

AGLIA CHESE   (‘5
BINO    (‘5

BO   (‘
ANGA )   CARLO AMB NO          (1902 – 1976) Q

ROFAC
 

   (‘28)   CO )    JOE C
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PHILADELPHIA 

The Philadelphia family was run by SALVATORE SABELLA from 1911 until his death in 1927. SABELLA’S 
influence in Southern NJ was so great that he is sometimes thought to be the head of the NJ family. He was succeeded 
by JOSEPH BRUNO who ruled until 1946, with a brief interruption in 1934-35. The family rule was challenged at that time
by JOHN AVENA who was gunned down in ’35. After BRUNO’S death in 1946, JOSEPH IDA took over until he fled to 
Sicily to a

 

er. As of 2005 the estimated 

“UNCLE

 and AL CAPONE in Chicago. The 

void a narcotics conviction in 1959. ANGELO BRUNO, son of JOSEPH, put Philly on the map – especially the 
map of Atlantic City. Under ANGELO, Philly becomes the third most powerful family, behind New York and Chicago. 
ANGELO gets whacked in front of his house in one of the biggest mob hits in history on 21 March 1980. The family 
almost destroys itself in a series of internal battles that continue to weaken it furth
membership stands at 100. The capos since the BRUNO slaying are: PHILLIP “CHICKENMAN” TESTA 1980 – ’81 
(murdered); NICODEMO “LITTLE NICKY” SCARFO 1981 – ’91 (jailed); JOHNNY STANFO 1991 – 1994 (jailed); RALPH 

“BUDDHA” NATALE 1994 – ’99 (turned state’s evidence); Joseph “Skinny Joey” Merlino 1999 – 2006 (jailed); and 
JOSEPH  JOE” LIGAMBI, boss since 2006. 

CHICAGO, CLEVELAND & BUFFALO 

 Other important bosses include FRANK MILANO of the Cleveland family
Buffalo (NY) family bosses were ANGELO PALMIERI and JOSEPH DECARLO before STEFANO MAGGADINO.  

NEW JERSEY 

Antecedents and Bosses of the New Jersey DeCavalcante Syndicate Family 

Period Boss Underboss Reason Acting Year of 
boss Change

1910-
1937 

Gaspare 
D'Amico 

none (Stefano 
Badami) 

1937 D'Amico retired 

1937- Stefano 
1955 Badami 

Amari 1955 Badami ed for squandering NJ’s $$ none Phil murder

1955-
1957 

Phil Amari none Frank 
Majuri 

1957 Both step down due to unresolved Lucchese issues 

1957-
1962 

Nicholas 
Delmore 

none Louis 
Larasso 

1962 Nicholas Delmore retired or dead 

19
1

oss62-
973 

Samuel 
DeCavalcante 

John 
Riggi 

Louis 
Larasso 

1973 DeCavalcante released, retires; Riggi became the acting b

19
1

73- 
980 

- John 
Riggi 

Louis 
Larasso 

1976 Louis Larosse demoted 

19
19

80-
9

John Riggi none Vincent 1988 
0 Rotondo 

Vincent Rotondo murdered 

19
1

90-
992 

 John 
D’Amato 

Jake 
Amari 

1991 John Riggi jailed, John D’Amato became acting boss 

19
2

92-
008 

John Riggi Jake 
Amari 

Girolamo 
Palermo 

1992 John D’Amato murdered, Jake Amari steps down due to 
illness, a ruling panel is appointed 

1992- Jimmy Panel members arrested 
19

Palermo, 

99 
- 

Palermo, 
Charles 

- 1999 

Vincent 

Majuri 

199
20

nel 9- - Francesco - 2008 Guaracci succeeds Pa
08 Guaracci 

200
pres

Joseph 
nda 

- Guaracci regarded as official boss 8- Francesco 
ent Guaracci 

none 
Mira
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NEW JERSEY  
 In addition to the influence of the New York City and Philadelphia families, there is a strictly New Jersey 
fa riginally operating out of Newark as early as 1910. As with the NY families the capo whose surname is attached 
to the family didn’t come to power until 1962 yet ALL of the previous bosses are referred to as being members of the 
DECAVALCANTE family rather than this family being a logical progression of a series of families. 

Central and Northern New Jersey, including Trenton, is more closely attached to the New York families while 
Atlantic City and Camden were clearly considered as regions belonging to the BRUNO family from Philly. In a similar 
manor, the Newark crews were part of the Lucchese family until the mid-1960s. 

 GASPARE D’AMICO from 1911 to 1937 was involved in the extortion racquets collectively known as “A Manu 
Neura” in Sicilian and “La Mano Nera” in Italian and may have been a member of FRANKIE YALE’S Black Handers, a 
Brooklyn gang. By the time he retired, LUCIANO’S Commissione was fully functioning and they picked the next capo. 

 STEFANO BADAMI 1937 to 31 March 1955, stabbed to death in restaurant at 372 15th Avenue in Newark, some 
say by SIMONE DECAVALCANTE, because of the drain to Jersey’s underworld caused by Badami’s excessive 
patronage of New York establishments rather than ones in Jersey. Elizabeth 

 FILIPPO AMARI (PHIL AMARI) 1955 until his death or deportation in 1957 AMARI was heavy into drug trafficking 
and was well known to the Federal authorities. He was also involved in l

sharking. His reign was not a pleasant one and the Commission was probably pleased when they had the need
to name a new Boss. What happened to AMARI is disputed: one source states he was deported to Italy on 19 May,
while others say he died. AMARi stepped down due to rivalry between the Newark and Elizabeth factions 

 NICK DELMORE NICK became a family member in late 1943 or early 1944. W
he retired in 1961 or 1962 while others say he ruled until his death in 1964. In any event, he was appoint

head the family and placed on a year’s probation by the Commission in an effort to avoid the family feuds that 
plagued AMARI’S reign. until 1961 or ‘64, turned family over to his nephew  

 SIMONE RIZZO DECAVALCANTE (1919 - ), known as SAM THE PLUMBER, with FRANK MAJURI as underboss, 
until his incarceration in 1969, SAM THE PLUMBER operated a plumbing and heating firm in Kenilworth, NJ with his 
business partner LARRY WOLFSON. He lived near Princeton, NJ. DECAVALCANTE held a series of meetings to 
establish the extent of their territory and apparently ended the Newark-Elizabet

 from Uncle Nick and replaced the LUCCHESE in Newark with his crew. Less negotiating was required fo
to claim Trenton and Princeton for his crews. 

    SAM was propelled into the spotlight by the FBI. SAM’S offices were bugged from 1961 to 1965 and the 
DECAVALCANTE tapes document much of the structure and leadership of LCN. JOE SFERRA was one of SAM’S 
lieutenants and his underboss was FRANK MAJURI. SAM may have used the Burg Dairy in the Chambersburg section
of Trenton as a meeting place. SAM was involved since the 1930s. His father was a LCN member as well. He was, in
all likelihood, one of AMARI’S captains and may have been in charge of the Trenton and Princeton c
crime family had less than 60 members in the 1960s. 

 In 1969, SAM went to trial on extortion charges in federal court in Newark, NJ. The prosecution filed 13 volum
of transcripts and SAM’S defense attorney moved that the transcripts be made available to the defense, which was 
granted on 10 June of that year. Unfortunately for SAM and LCN in general, his attorney did not request the 
material be sealed and they became public record. Now comprised of 14 volumes, they are available at the New 
Jersey State Library. Sam was convicted on an extortion-conspiracy charge and sentenced to 15 years in the federal 
prison in Atlanta, GA. Upon his release in 1973 he retired, handing over the reigns of power to the Acting Boss at 
that time. He moved to Florida. 

 GIOVANNI “JOHN THE EAGLE” RIGGI, sentenced (1990), release date 11/27/2012. 

There have been 6 Acting Bosses under RIGGI: 

1989 – 1990 GIACIANO “JAKE” AMARI; died, stomach cancer 
1990 – 1991 JOHN “JOHNNY BOY” D’AMATO; murdered Nov. 1991 by “VINNY OCEAN” for being gay.  
1992 – 2000 VINCENT “VINNY OCEAN” PALERMO; turned state’s evidence 
2000 – 2001 GIROLAMO “JIMMY” PALERMO; imprisoned 
2001 – 2008 JOSEPH MIRANDA 
2008 – now FRANCESCO GUARRACI  
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With ALBERT running his “social clubs” in the early 1930s if not before, we can safely assume that 
 he k  every DECAVALCANTE boss. 

 Gambling wa of the major sour  of me for orga me. It wasn’t an interstate crime, 
 offense, until the pa terstate Trans on of Wagering Informatio e late 

as stead police id fs, tip-offs  

 horses became a staple of the COU  gone the way of alcohol and, 
as prohibited during the same time pe oing hand-in-hand, both  horse-

ntwined with NT wa of the charges 
he “call” of horse races relayed over tele  lines from Hollywood. In the only 

repeal of n was the Santa A ck which was built by “LU DWIN in 
ks were outl years later. A 1933 nitiative legalized horse racing and the Santa 
urchased by Club in is was 

 193 e been the racetrack whose results w ver 
e COUNT ng halls. 1937 saw ace wed by 

t yea atively  that a person could on rance by 
if ormant on

n which th ade money was t bet.  
e possibil th one ting 
 as the am red, X, plus 10% to win X. I

f $11.00  called the vig, w ookie.  

The COUNT has also as the “bookie’s bookie” a phrase used to describe a 
will “accept”  another bookie.  necessary when the bet ed, such 

am played  of bets was to an  rely on 
kmaker” to b et and keep the ng. Lay-off bookmak  intricate 

ork that al e numbers of b  placed all over the coun is kept 
in eryone exce bettor. 

ts  incom nture of the COUN s, 
nl ries of today. A set of numbers that had evealed 

 as the score t 3 games of the World Series. A person would pl f 25¢ to 
ld pick 3 of scores. Of course, as in all betting, the house had ; for that 
tting – the b e odds. The hou  then turn a percentage o CN who 

he e as llowed

e zed he nee ack 
rent. ed the 

hers to turn 
 other, less risky ventures. The Firm was protected from competition by paying LCN for that protection. In 

blishments that 
LCN and the 

Appalachin conference on 14 
 of the 

New Jersey family to this conference. The western New York meeting was to deal with problems within La 
NK COSTELLO leaving 

GAMBINO and GENOVESE ready to pounce. It was attended by high-ranking members from all over the 
ountry. Held on the hilltop estate of JOSEPH BARBARA, a caporegime in the Buffalo family, the NY State 
olice discovered the meeting and ended up detaining 58 conferees. 27 would be indicted for obstruction of 
stice and 20 of these would be convicted for refusing to tell authorities what the meeting was about. 

not only did now SAM THE PLUMBER, but he probably had dealings with

s one ces  inco nized cri
a federal ssage of the In portati n Act in th
1950s. The income w y and the risk of a ra  was kept low through pay-of and timing. 

Betting on the NT. Horse racing had
for the most part, w riod. G alcohol and
racing became e LCN. When the COU s arrested and tried in 1937-38, one 
included having t phone California 
track existing at the  prohibitio nita tra CKY” BAL
1907. Public trac awed two  ballot i
Anita track was p  the Los Angeles Turf who rebuilt it for its’ reopening  1934. Th
the only track open until 7 and, therefore, must hav ere sent o
telephone lines to th ’S gambli  the opening of the Del Mar R track, follo
Hollywood Park the nex r. Bookmaking was rel  secure in ly gain ent
referral. It was sometimes d ficult to get an inf  the inside. 

One way i e bookie m hrough the placement of the  A person would
wager $11.00 for th
amount was figured

ity of winning $10.00 plus e bet, close to doubling his m
n this scenario: $10.00 + $1.00 to win 

y. The bet
ount wage
). The 10%$10.00 (plus the bet o , ent to the b

 been characterized 
bookmaker that  the bets of  This was  was lopsid
as when a home te . The amount o large for a single bookmaker d he would
the “lay-off boo alance the b games runni ers had an
country-wide netw lowed for larg ets to be try and th
everyone happy and raking  the money. Well, ev pt the 

The numbers racke  was another favorite e producing ve T’S. It wa
elementally, a lottery, not u ike the state-run lotte  yet to be r
was chosen, such s of the firs ace a bet o
$1.00 that he cou the 6 game the favor
is the allure of be eating of th se would ver to L
would see to it that t stablishment w  a  to operate, undisturbed by the authorities.  

 As LCN becam  more organi , t d for control over the transmission of the horse tr
results became appa  It started out in a haphazard fashion, but slowly evolved into a system nam
“Firm.” The Firm held the only connections to the various race tracks after having “persuaded” ot
to
turn, LCN allowed the Firm to supply necessary telephone connections to the gambling esta
were approved by LCN. The operator of the gambling establishment ended up paying both 
Firm for protection and connection, respectively. 

 FRANK MAJURI, one of DELMORE’S family members was present at the 
November 1957. “COUNT” MATELENA is known to have accompanied an as-yet-unnamed member

Cosa Nostra, most pressing being the murder of ANASTASIA and the retirement of FRA

c
P
ju
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TABLE 1:  24 PROPRIETORS OF EAST NEW JERSEY - 1683 

Name/ 
itle 

Title/Class/ 
o

Place Kingdom 
       of              T            Professi n  

James Drummond 
ble 

Earl of Perth Perth 
  Peers of the Rea

Scotland 
    Right Honoura lm 
John Drummond 
    Honourable 

Esquire 
isco  Me rd 

Lundy 
   Younger sons of Earls 

Scotland 
   V unt lfo

Robert Barclay Esquire Eu otland  ry Sc
David Barclay, Jr. Esquire Eu otland  ry Sc
Robert Gordon uire Cluny otland Esq  Sc
Arent Sonmans uire Wallingford (from Holland) otland Esq  Sc
Sir George Meckenzie  rk o the Re ister Tarbet  tland Cle f g Sco
William Penn Esquire Worminghurst, Co. Sussex England 
Thomas Rudyard Gentleman London England 
Thomas Cox/Wil
  

cox an
lds  

Lo  (full share sold o  
D Ba y b  1683

England Gentleman  
   go

d 
mith

ndon
avid 

 t
) rcla y

Thomas Hart mercha Enfield, County Middles  ngland nt ex E
Richard Mew merchant Stepney, County Middlesex England 
William Dockwra rcha Lo nd me nt ndon Engla
Thomas Cooper citizen and 

erc nt taylor 
London England 

   m ha
Gawen Lawry* mercha t London ngland n E
Edward Byllynge tleman Westmins r, Co. Middlesex ngland Gen te E
James Braine mercha London ngland nt E
William Gibson citizen  

  habe sher
London England and

  rda  
John Haywood** en an r London England citiz d skinne
Hugh Hartshorn citizen  ski r Lo and and nne ndon Engl
Clement Plumstead citizen and draper London England 
Thomas Barker mercha t London ngland n E
Robert Turner mercha t Dublin eland n Ir
Thomas Warne mercha t Dublin eland n Ir
Robert West        squire              Middle Temple, London              E gland 

      Mariner              Stepney, County Middlesex        England 
      n                        Ga on Pl  Cou  Sur       E land 

e: The 12 original patente t the ttom ad sol t pr to 1  
 

tee for a 2nd share of Arent Sonmans; not on his own 

 first name appears as Thomas in deed and John in subsequent records. 

cedence according to social status invariably concluded with: 

ided into ires by birth and esquires by offi ; and  

e 

E  n
Samuel Groome 
Ambrose Rigg Gentlema tt ace, nty rey ng

Bold Typefac es; the 3 a bo h d ou ior 683

*   Lawry was acting as trus behalf.  

** Haywood’s

Tables of Pre

 “Esquires” subdiv esqu ce  

 “Gentlemen” subdivided into gentlemen by birth and gentlemen by offic
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TABLE 2:  COUNCIL OF PROPRIETORS OF WEST JERSEY (Est. September 1688) 

 1696 

 

NAME 1688 1689 1690 1691 1692 1693 1694 1695

THOMAS OLLIVE P P P P P     

SAMUEL JENNINGS M M      M  

WILLIAM BIDDLE M M M M M M M M  

E F  LIAS ARRE M         

MAHLON STACY M       M M 

FRANCIS DAVENPORT M     M M M P 

ANDREW ROBESON SG SG SG SG SG SG    

WILLIAM ROYDON M M M M M     

JOHN READING M M M M M M C C C 

WILLIAM COOPER M         

JOHN WILLIS M         

JOHN TATHAM  M        

GEORGE UTCHESON  M M   M M  H   

THOMAS GARDINER, JR.  M M M M M SG SG SG 

THOMAS GARDINER, SR.   M M M P P   

THOMAS LAMBERT    M       

JOHN DAY       M    

JOHN HOLLINSHEAD      M M M M 

JOHN HUGG, JR.       M M M 

CHRISTOPHER WETHERILL       M  M 

JOHN TATHA        P  

JOHN SHINN         M 

PETER FRETWELL         M 

 Legend:         P: President     SG: Surveyor General     C: Clerk      M: Member 
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From the author that brought you 

 

UA History of the Kingdom of NaplesU (2008) 

 and 

UTHE FIRST WORLD WAR, THE LIGHTNING DIVISION 

AND PRIVATE ALBERT MATELENAU (2006) 

comes 

UA Select History of The State of New Jersey. 

            The author,  
              when collars were wide  
                  and hair was high. 

  Read here the spectacular and convoluted  

history that made New Jersey the Garden State.  

  See, once again, some of  the forgotten places … 

…  where we spent our first years.  
 
 It is impossible to grasp a sense of “self” without 
knowing one’s progenitors and one can not begin to 
understand our ancestors without knowing their story; 
their story is, necessarily, a function of the history 
of their time and place. Here is a small part of that 
history that made us. Enjoy. 

 Most rewarding for me is to apply the abstract 
knowledge of historical events learned in high school 
(Cromwell’s England, the Glorious Revolution and the 
Reformation for instance) to me, indirectly, and my 
ancestors, directly.  
 

Brian A. Smith 
 
 

 2009 
 


